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10 His, 


6 E 0 AD 6 Kas 
Prince of Wales Ke 


| May it e Tour Royal Highn Ft 


0 permit me to lay before | 
Jou the following Narrative 
— of the State of Religion In 
the Biſho prick of St. DAVID (once 


, « Mettop olitical, and) the moſt an- 
A 2 | eient | 


* 
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cient See of Your Province. It was 
drawn up chiefly on the Encourage- 
mentof a late moſt Excellent * Biſhop 
of that Dioceſe, of. whoſe Aſſiſtance, 
had he liv'd, 1 bad good Grounds to 
hope, to render it more perfect than 
it is, and more effectual to anſwer 
the Deſign propoſed, of conciliating 
the auſpicious Favour of the Publick, 
for the Relief of his impoveriſh'd 
Churches, and for redreſſing thoſe 
Diſorders which he was ſo often 
heard to cqplgin of, but could not 
remedy. 
BUT tho? deſtitute of the Advan- 
tages that ſo Great and Learned a 
Patron might have given it, yet as it 
F is I moſt humbly beg Leave to preſent 
=_— it to Your Royar, Hicnntss, as to 
vom, under his ſacred Majeſty, the 
= Cognizance of the Matters here rela- 
I ted do of Right belong, from whole 
Ra Goodneſs, as from that of a common 
Father, and our moſt illuſtrious Prince 
and Governour, we do afſure our- 
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ſelves of all chat ought to be 3 
to promote our Welfare both in uf 
5 Rejagfores and our Th aer : B 


51 Perſuaſin Fon, in which. we are the —„ 
more confirm d, not only from the | 
Conſideration of Your Royal Wi. 
dom and Goodneſs, but alſo an the, 
remembrance of the hereditary Piety 
of Your- Royal Anceſtors, who have 
already done ſo many great and gla- 
rious things for us. 8 


F 0 R * we look back ankh re- 

flect upon the Royal Piety and Boun- 

ty of ſo many of our ancient Princes 

atteſted by the Revenues and rich 

Donations they beſtowed on our re- 

nowned Cathedral, and by their gene- 
rous Interpoſition for the Defence o. 
her Metropolitical Rights and Juriſ- 
diction, or in a word, upon their © 
conſtant Patronage and extenſive Be- 
nefations unto moſt or all our Chur- 
ches, theſe are things which we can- 
net xecollet without the ſtrongeſt 
_— 
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of wr 
Hope s that Your Roya! Fi be th 


Ware 


Jateritor of their Royal: Diced, their 


| Sovereignty and Piety „will be Equals 


ly affected towards us, and that You 
can't without a holy: indignation ſee 
the venerable Monuments of Your 
Forefathers Piety tumbling into De- 
ſolation, and the ſacred Repofitories 
of their Shrines and Relicts almoſt 
loſt in Ruins; nay, and that it _ | 
be a Spe ele ſtill mote moving, t 


5 ſee as it were the while Frame — 
our Religion ſinking, to ſee many 


Pariſhes without Churches, many 
Churches without Paſtors, aud many 
Paſtors without a Maintenance | for 


| ſuch are the profane; the Aus 


Changes that the Iniquity of Times 
have brought upon us, _ are even 
e i to be mentioned. WO 


BUT we humbly ho pe it is > 
ved to be the Glory of Your Royal 
Highneſs to remove thoſe gloomy 
Views, and to —_— us better 
1 Changes, 


The Doedication. vi 
Changes, that being moved with a 
Zeal for the Divine Honour, and of 
the Welfare of Your People, it will 
be the Subject of Your Royal Care 
to repair our Deſolations, and to reſ- 
cue that moſt holy Religion, which 
is the Support of Government, and 
the Foundation of all our Happineſs, 
from thoſe ſacrilegious Profanations 
it is fallen under. 


THAT the divine Majeſty may 
attend You with his Bleſſings in this 
and all Your good Endeavours, are 
the earneſt Prayers of 


| Your Royal Highneſs's 
| Moſt dutiful, and 


Moſt obedient Servant, 


Er. S aundert; 
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Te Natives and i nducements to the 
rg this N ARRATIVE. | 


I E great Concern which many 
eminent and worthy Perſons have 

ot late ſhewn for the Intereſt of 
Religion, and the very charit= 
i able and active Zeal of thoſe ho- 
ERR nourable and chriſtian Societies 
lately ſet up among us, who have in many Places 
already done ſo much Good by encouraging, 
reſtoring, or propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 
and Piety, more eſpecially the favourable Diſ- 
poſition of ſome late Parliaments towards the 
Clergy, inſtanc'd in ſeveral Acts made for theit 
Relief and Maintenance, and the better En- 
conragement of Learning. But moſt of all, the 
repeated Aſſurances given us by our moſt gra- 
cious Sovereign that he will ſupp port and ad- 
vance the Intereſt of our eſtabliſh'd Church; all 
theſe Conſiderations put together make it igh- 
ly probable, that we the poor People of this 
obſcure Part of this Church and Nation, ſhou'd 
ſhare at leaſt a little more liberally of the Pub- 


liek Chatities, and of the good Effects and au- 
A | tpicions 
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ſpicious Ene *he of Care and Piety of our 


Governours; if our Circumſtances were better 


| known, and the deplorable State to which Re- 


gion is here reduc d, was juitly ö to 
them. | 

For why ſhou'd i it be doubted, but that Cha- 
Tity which rejoices in doing Good to all, and 
eſpecially to thoſe who need it moſt; and 
that Charity which already has, and ſtill con- 
tinues ſo generouſly to diffuſe itſelf to foreign 


Parts, and ſo remote as to the Indian Infidels, 
both in the Eaſt and NMiſt, wou'd as joyfully 


exert itſelf with greater Zeal and Induſtry at 


Home, and be no ſeſs diligent to prevent Apo- 


ſtaſies, than to make Proſelytes, and to ſtop the 
Growth of Infidelity among us Natives, as to 
plant Chriſtianity among Strangers, were it 
but apprized that we ſtand ſo much in need of 
its. Favour and Aſſiſtance. Nor indeed ought 
we to be ſo unjuſt as not much gratefully to ac- 
knowledge the good Offices that have been al- 


ready done for us, by the Society for propaga- 


ting Chriſtian Knowledge, the many uſeful 
Books they have beſtowed on our lending Li- 
braries, the many Charity Schools which ſome 
of their worthy Members have ſo generouſty 
maintained in theſe Parts; and the many practi- 
cal Books they have diſpers d among our Poor, 
are very ſufficient Proofs, not only of their excel- 
lent Deſigns in general, but of their benevolent 


Wiſhes to us in particu ar; and yet they are very 


inſufficient to anſwer our Neceſſities, or to retorm 


Diſorders 0 ſpreading and eſtablifh'd as they are 


For alas ! Such are the Complaints; ſo great 
are the Deſolations of Religion in this Country ; 
ſo many of our Churches are in actual Ruins; 


ſo many more are ready to fall, and almoſt all 
| Arc 
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tay 


are robb'd and __— by a ſweeping Alienati- 
on of all the Tyths, as well as of the Lands and 
Glebes once belonging to them, and become the 


Properties of ſuch Perſons as generally ſeem to 
think themſelves neither by Law nor Conſcience 


bound to maintain the Worſhip of God in 
them. And to add to this Calamity, ſome of 
thoſe few Churches that eſcaped the general 
Ravage, and are not robb'd of their Revenues, 
are too commonly forſaken. alſo, or which is 
much the ſame, turn'd over to Curates,, whe 


are no better provided for than thoſe of our 


impropriate Churches. By theſe Means ſo poor 


and ignorant, conſequently. ſq. contemptible are 


the Generality of the Clergy render d even by 


thoſe whom they are taught to call their Pa- 


trons, as tliat it can ſcarcely be conceived, that 
any Part of the Chriſtian Church ſhould be re- 
duc'd to that confus'd and forlorn Condition 


that we are in. Private Charities are therefore 


likely to afford us ſmall Relief, we ſtand in need 
of a Parliamentary Proviſion as well to prevent 
the Ruins of our Churches, as to lecure 2 Main- 
tenance for the Service of them. 

Had the Spoils and Plunderings of our Chur- 
ches and the ſcandalous Appropriations of them 
not been ſo great and ſpread ing as they have been, 
there had perhaps in another Age been ſome 
Proſpect of Relief to us, from our late moſt gra- 
cious Sqvereign's Bounty of the firſt Fruits and 
Tenths ; but as the Cale naw ſtands, it may be 
queſtion'd whether the total Application of that 
(a) Revenuc wou'd be ſufficient to afford but or- 
A 3 - per 


* 


(a) The annual Revenue of =" Tenths and Firſt Fruits 
(after the Exemptions allow'd to ſmall Livings) is computed 
at a Medium of twenty Year's not to exceed fourteen Thou- 


| and 


< 6) 
dinary and reaſonable Stipends for the unen- 
dow'd Churches of this particular Dioceſe. Sq 
that unleſs we are otherwiſe taken Care of by 

the Publick, our Deſolations are likely to be 

-owing, and Irreligion likely to be entail 'd up- 
on us unto late Poſterity. 

Tis true, it was the Pope and his Regulars, 
how were the firſt Beginners of this Confuſion, 
who cou'd not be content with the richeſt Lands 
and Tenements which they took from private 
Families, but ſeiz d upon the Revenues of the 

Seculars, and took the Bread of Pariſh Prieſts ; 
that is, of thoſe who bear the Burden of Reli- 
gion, to maintain the Lazineſs and Luxury of 
their Cells and Convents. Bur when the time 
came to drive away thoſe Drones, and to de- 

rive them of what they got and uſed ſo ill; 

as it not then a proper time to do to God 
and to the Church Juſtice? And was it not 
owing to the Neglect (to ſay no worſe ) of that 
Parliament, who had ſo fair an Opportunity of 
reducing Things into Order, to leave them in 
Confuſion, ſince they might with caſe have made 
a Reſtitution of the ſacrilegious Alienations, 
that the religious Orders were poſſeſs'd of, and 
whereby they had quite baniſh'd away Religion 
from ſo many Pariſhes? Bur no Part of the 
Nation hath fo ſeverely felt the ill Effect of that 
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ſand Pounds per Ann. of which alas ten Thouſand Pounds 
per Ann. is to be deducted for the Grants, Penſions, and Ar- 
rears charg'd upon that Revenue: 8o that there remains 
then but about 40907. per Ann. to be apply'd to the Chari- 
ty. And my Lords the Biſhop have return'd an Account of 
above 5000 Livings that ſtand in need of it. Vid. a Letter 
of a reſi aing Member of the Society for pre -pagating Chriſtian 
X Mes by in London, to his Correſpondent in the Country. 


Pr ted by F. 88 A. D. 1714. 
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Neglect as we have done, becauſe that almoſt all 
our Tychs were appropriated either to the S4 - ; 
port of the Biſhoprick, Chapter, or n 
or the Uſes of religious Houſes. 

How much then had it redounded to — 
Honour and Credit of our Reformers, had 
their Care extended in ſome Meaſure to the 
Church's Patrimony, as well as to her Faith and 
DoEtrines ; or had they done but equal Ju- 
ſtice to the Church as to the State, by reſto- 
ring the 'Tyths unto the one, as they did the 
Lands unto: the other ? For with what Juſtice: 


or Piety may it conſiſt, that God ſhould be 


depriv'd and rebb'd of what was in the moſt: 


devout and ſolemn manner dedicated to his 


Service and Glory, becauſe of its being perver- 


ted, alienated, or abus'd by ill Men? Or that 


the reform'd Clergy ſhou'd be fo reduc'd to 
Want and Beggery,. for no better Reaſons than 
that becauſe their Popiſh Predeceſſors reign'd 
and wallow'd in their Luxury? As the learned 


Selden well obſerves; Do not the Divine Judg- 


ments, do not the dreadful Execrations entail'd. 


upon thoſe Devourers of Things conſecrated to God, 


hang over ws for theſe Proceedings? Or as yet 
even a more learned and wiſe than he, ſpeaks, 
Is it not a Snare or a Deſtruction to the Man who 
devoureth that which is holy? Prov. 20 v. 25. 
And do we not hereby alſp too much juſtify the 
common Reproaches that have been caſt upon 
our Reformation? For of the one hand we are 
told that the Weal.h of the Church and Clergy, 
were much mare ſought after, than the Refor- 
mation of Religion, and of the other, © that 
« in times of Popery, the Clergy for their pious 
«© Frauds and Ignorance, were rewarded with 
2 a double Portion both of Wealth and Ho- 

- Hour ; but ſince the Reformation, for telling 
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et honeſt Truths, they are requited but with 


cc Contempt and Poverty. And that tho their 
ce Labour, their Duty, and their Buſineſs have 
£ been all along increaſing, yet their Mainten- 
cc ance, their Priviledges, and encouragements 
« have been {till declining. And if this hag 


been (comparatively the Caſe of the Clergy of 


this Kingdom in general, how much more ſo is 


it the Caſe of theſe of this Dioceſe in particu- 


lar; eſpecially ſince they are almoſt all of them 
at the Allowance of Impropriators: So that it 
may be thence concluded that they are in much 
more ſtarving Circumſtances, than the pooreſt 
Curates were before the Reformation. For be- 
ſides the many beneficial Perquiſites than be- 
longing to the ſecular Clergy, the Monks and 
Fryers were more in Awe, and more obſervant 
of the (6) Laws and Canons made in favour of 


them, than their more potent Succeſſors have 


been; and therefore the readier to encourage 
them, as what they could not but thing them- 
ſelves obliged to, to prevent the Reſentments 


N * 


(5) 15 Rich. 2. c. 6. Requires that the Dioceſan ſhall 
ordain, upon the Appropriatioh of any Parochial Church 
that a convenient Sum of Money according to the Value of 


it, to be paid to the poor Pariſhioners for ever, and that the 


Vicars of the ſame be ſufficiently endow'd. This Statute was 
afterwards further ratify'd-by another of Hen. the 4th, Anno 
gumrto Cap. 12? which requires not only a juſt Endowment 
for the Vicar, but that the Ordinary ſhall take Care that 
none but ſecular Perſons be orda in'd perpetual Vicars, there- 
by to prevent the Tricks and Frauds of the Regulars, wh 

pretended to ſerve their Churches by the lame Artendance of 


their Itinerant Members, of which Abuſe the Church was 


equally ſenſible with the State, as appears from ſeveral Ca- 
nons, and particularly that of the Council of Lond. A. D. 
1102. Can. 20 where it is provided, Ne Monachi Eccleſcas 


fibi datas ita ſpolient ſuis reddiiibiss, ut Presbyteri ibi ſervientes 


in aliquo fenuriam Patiantur. Con, Angl. F. 2. p. 22, 


on 


of Parliaments that were diſintereſted in their 
Revenues, and conſequently the more likely to 
ſee thoſe Statutes obey'd, which requir'd them 
decently and creditably to maintain their Vicars; 
and alſo to ſupport the Biſhops in the Execution 
of thoſe Laws, notwithſtanding the Appeals to 
Rome againſt them. But are theſe Laws and 
others of the ſame Tendency made fince, of any. 
uſe at preſent? For tho it be Bea vs, 
they are not repeald, and: acknowledg'd that 
the Conditions in the Caſe before us, which 
the Monks, were oblig'd to, have follow'd 


„ 


their Poſſeſſions to the Crown, it being de- | 


clarcd expreſly in the (c) Statute of Diſſolution, 
that they | the alienated States or Tythes |. 
ſhou'd continue, {till ſubje& to the ſame Pay- 
ments out of them, to other Men or Livings 
which they were formerly ſubje& to. Yet what 
Regard is there now had to theſe Conditions? 
Or. who is that Grantee of the Crown, wha 
perſuant to this Statute, thinks himſelf oblig'd 
to augment, as there is Occaſion, the Sallaries 
of any Vicarage or Curacy? Or what Ordi- 
nary or Dioceſan do we hear of, who has had 
the Courage to execute the Powers which 
the foremention'd good Old Laws has inveſted 
him with? If then they are become fo antiqua- 
ted and obſolete, as ro be of no uſe, does it 
not become the Piety and Goodneſs of a Prote- 
ſtant Parliament, to give them new Life and 
Efficacy, ſince there is ſo glaring and manifeſt 
Occaſion for them? And ſo to wipe away the 
Scandal chargd upon the Nation, of taking 
away the Miniſterial Wages, which has in 
effect been taking away ſaving Knowledge 


_ 


o 


. 


(c)- Anno 31, Hen. 8. Cap. 139 


ang 


and the Means of es; from many Parts of 
the Kingdom. And for the doing of this, there 
ſeems to be no Expedient ſo obvious and na- 
rural; as to inforce the Laws in Being for theſe. 
Ends; and to ſupport my Lords the Biſhops 
with a Power to call upon, not only Eccleſi- 
aſticks, but Lay-Impropriators, to part with 
ſo much of the Revenues of the Church in their 
Poſſeſſions, as well decently maintain the Ser- 
vice of God in them. For we cannot doubt 
but that the Wiſdom of our Governours, when 
our Caſe is conſidered, will induce them to 
think of ſome Expedients i in our Favour, and 
contrive to reſcue that Religion which we all 
proteſs to be the Ordinance of God, from that 
open Scandal and Neglect, to which it is at 
preſent reduc'd here; and fince the general 
Alienation of the Church Indowments cannot 
be well deny'd to have been the chiefeſt Cauſe 
of this ill conſequence, we are then to wait 
till it pleaſes God to diſpoſe the Piety of the pre- 
fent or ſome future Parliament, to make ſome 
further Amends for this Omiſſion of our Refor- 
mers; if not by obliging Impropriators of all 
kinds, to be more iiberal in their Allowances to 
thoſe that are ſubſtituted for them to perform the 
Paſtoral Office, at leaſt in finding out of ſome 
other Means for their Subſiſtence, in ſome Mea- 
ſure ſuitable to their Character. 

There is, that I know of, no Pleaſure in 
raking into Diſorders, or complaining of Miſ- 
carriages, and leaſt of all when they affect what 
is, or ought to be ſo dear to ns, as the Welfare 
and Credit of our Church and Country: But 
notwithſtanding all this, ſince it is fo neceſſary 
that our Sores ſhould be laid open before we 
Can expect a Cure, to remonſtrate therefore in 

thig 


| | en) | | 
this Caſe, and againſt Grievances of ſo ill Ten- 
dency, and ſo pernicious as theſe are which we 
labour under, will not (it is hop'd) be imputed 
to a petulant Itch of finding Faults, and of 
complaining needleſly. Nor, tis alſo hop'd, 
will it be conceivd to imply any Want of Duty 
to Superiors, to acquaint them with thoſe Grie- 
_ ances which we have Reaſon to believe they 
know but little of; and which if they are not 
taken notice of by the Publick, are not capable 
of a Redreſs; eſpecially ſince they are of that 
Nature, as already to have laid waſte our Chur- 
ches, reduc'd our Clergy to a contemptible 
Meanneſs, and are conſequently very highly 
pernicious to the Welfare both of Church and 
State. be | BE. 
Surely were theſe Things known to his Sacred 
Majeſty, who is the Defender of our Faith, and 
Nurſing Father of our Church, and to his Par- 
liament, and Councils, the Powers over 1 or- 
dain'd of God to do us good; our Caſe wou'd 
move Compaſſion ; and ſuch, as that we can- 
not doubt of their Goodneſs to adminiſter 
ſome Relief, and that they wou'd at leaſt be 
ſo far favourable to us, as to put a Stop to 
our growing Deſolations, and provide in ſome 
Meaſure that we may not thus continue ſtill 
in ſo diſtinguiſhing a manner, to be the Re- 
proach of that Church which is the Glory of 
the Reformation. | 

This we hope for with the more Affarance, 
| becauſe that when Religion, the Foundation 
and Support of Government, ( for without the 
Help of it, no Government Good or Bad, ever 
yet ſubſiſted) is in Danger of being loſt, it will, 


we humbly think, be no leſs the Intereſt, than 
it is the Duty of our (4) Governours to come 
l _y 
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to its Relief, unleſs they will neglect the mat ; 
Means effectual, of eſtabliſhing their own Au- 
thority, and draw down thoſe dreadful Judg- 
ments .that muſt enſue, when they who of all 
others are moſt oblig'd to do otherwiſe, ſhall 
yet deſpiſe the Laws and Powers of the univer- 
fal Monarch, who ruleth over all, not only in 
the Heavens above, but in the Kingdoms of Men 


bere below, giving them at his, Pleaſure to whom 


foever he will. 
But farther, — 0 it is member d, as it 


abr to be at leaſt by good Chriſtians, that 


our Religion is not only to be ſupported for 
its Beneſits to the State, or for the Force and 
Efficacy that is gives our Civil Sanctions, but 
alſo for its being the Means of our Salvation, 


and in Compaſſion to thoſe numberleſs Souls, 


who, if they are depriv'd thereof, muſt be in | 
Panger of periſhing for ever. 

This is certainly a Caſe and Circumſtance ſa 
moving, as muſt challenge the Concern and Pity 
of every one who has any Senſe of Piety, any 
Regard for the Intereſts of Eternity remaining, 
Hut more eſpecially will it awaken the Zeal 


and Charity of the Right Reverend Fathers of 


our Church; who when the Condition we are 
ſhall be better known and underſtood, can't 
4 wanting to interpoſe their Intereſt on our 


ii 
And laſt of all, We humbly hope the Ho- 


nour we have in the Relation we bear to his 
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(d) Deo FIERY is quantum Rees fo unt, 1 in fuo, wha 
ircheant, mala prohibeant non ſolum, quæ pertinent ad huma- 
nant ſocietatem, verum etiam que ad Divina Reſtginem, &c, 


2uguſt. contra. Creſcon, I. 3. c. 5 1. 
Royal 
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Royal Highneſs the PRI NOE, as being of his 
immediate Province, may on that account en- 
courage us to hope for ſome degrees of Favour, 
arid induce the Publick to confi der us as much 
more valuable Subjekts 1 in being Chriſtians, than 
being Infidels. 

The Sum of all this is; fince it can be kts 
(to our Sorrow ) too plainly to appear, that the 
State of Religion. here is indeed deplorable, and 
that tho'we live in a Chriſtian Nation, ſo deſery= 
edly renowned for the Purity of Keligion ; we 
are notwithſtanding, depriv'd of the Benefit and 
Advantage of it; and as much in need in many 
Places of Miniſters and Churches, for the teach- 
ing and orderly Settlement of that Religion, as 
if it never had been heard of among us. And 
while our Caſe is ſuch, we can't reflect upon 
the noble and excellent Defigns of our charita= 
ble Societys, nor upon the Wiſdom and Publick 
Spirits of our Governours in Church and State, 
Without entertaining chearful Epectations of 
being conſider'd aud relieve'd, as our Occaſi 
and the Circumſtances of affairs will admit of, 


*s, 
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An 1 of the Condition that our C burdhes, 
and other religious Ediſices are in; what Di- 

« wine Services are perform'd in them and the 
Manner hom; the Circumſtances of” the 
_ Clergy, &c. 


T will perhaps be as difficult to gain Belief 

among Strangers, that our Deſolations are 

{o great and ſcandalous as they are, as it is un- 

grateful, and a Matter of Regret to us that we 
are 
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are 6blig'd thus openly to acknowledge them (6 


to be. And when we have ſaid all, we can't 
hope to make others {o ſenſible of them as we 
ourſelves are, who are every Day oblig'd to 
hear, and fee, and lament ſo many Things 
which we cannot remedy. | 2 
But that the Relation I intend; may be re- 
duc'd to ſome Method, I propoſe firſt to give a 
ſhort Account of the State and Condition that 
our Churches, and Chapels, and Habitations 
of the Clergy are in. Secondly, an Account of 


what, and the Manner how, Divine Offices are 


perform'd in them. And 34ly and laſtly, An Ac- 
count of the mean Circumftances and Hardſhips 
of the Clergy. This will take up, what I ſuppoſe 


will ſufficiently anſwer my Deſign, to inform 


you that the State of Religion here is ſo very 


| deplorable, as that it can ſcarce conſiſt with the 


Prudence of any Government, and much leſs 
with the Care and Wifdom of ours, that it ſhould 
be till ſuffer d to continue ſo. 

Bur firſt, of the Condition that our Churches, 
Chapels, and Habitations of the Clergy are 
in. Such is the melancholy and ruinous View 
that preſents inſelf upon this Head, that I know 
not well where to begin, For did you ſee the 
Ruins of all Things dedicated to pious and 
ſacred Uſes throughout this Country; did you 
ſee the pitiful Condition of our ouce ſo cele- 
brated and noble Cathedral, and how great a 


Part of it is demoliſh'd to prevent the Charge, 


of Reparations ; or did you ſee the ſtately Ru- 
ins of the Biſhop's Palace, of the College, the 
Schools, the. Arch-deacon's and the Canons 
Houſes at St. David's, and the like Deſolation of 
the Collegiate Church and Houſes belonging 
thereunto, and of the Biſhop's Palace at Brecon : 
And alſo the deſolate Remains of the old Colle- 

| | | 81216 


(15) 7 
giate Church of Llandheuyfref in Cardigan-ſhitey 
a Church once endow'd with a handſome Pro- 
viſion for a Dean and twelve Prebendaries; but 
the Endowment is now alienated to that Degree 
that the poor Incumbent there, :tho' the Tythes 
of his Pariſh are ſaid to be worth Four hundred 
Pounds per Ann. is oblig'd to content himſelf 
with about Eight Pounds Salary. Again, did 
you ſee the Havock and Deſolation that has 
been made of all the (e) Biſhop's Palaces, the 
Site and Mannors belonging to ſome of them, 
being quite alienated, of the reſt there is no- 
thing left but ſtately and magnificent Ruins, ex- 
cepting that of Abergwyly, which is the only one 
remaining out of eight or nine, that once be- 
longed to this Biſhoprick; nor is this likely 
long to out live the reſt, unleſs the Generoſity 
of our good Dioceſan ſhould diſpoſe him ſea- 
ſonably to reſcue it from Ruin. e 

Again; did you ſee what very ſorry and mean 
Cottages (if any) that are left for parſonage 
and vicarage Houſes : But in moſt Pariſhes there 
are no Proviſions of any kind for that uſe, no 
Glebe, no Ground to build upon ; but as was 
ſaid, where there are any, they are commonly 
ſo mean and inconvenienr, as that the Clergy, 
poor as they are, cannot think them habitable 
for themſelves, and therefore are oblig'd to part 
with them to any one that will pleaſe to rent 
them ; but very often they fall to the Sexton's 
Lot, who to get a ſorry Maintenance, is allow- 
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(e) The Biſhops of St. David's are ſaid to have had ſe- 
veral Palaces formerly, v:2. at St. David's, Lanhaden, Tref- 
dyn, and Lamphy in Pembrockſbire, at Landigwy, and Lanba- 
darnvaaur in Cardiganſhire, at Brecon and Landduw in Brecon- 
ſhare, at Aler-gayly in Caermarthenſt.ive, | 5 4 

. e 


ed the Privilege of ſelling Ale by the Church- 

yard fide. Further; were you to ſee the general 
| 2 the is of almoſt all the () Cha- 

pels in the country, which it can't be deny'd, 
were much more neceſſary to be kept up here, 
than in moſt othet Places, for the Eaſe and Be- 
nefit of the People, who in many large Pariſhes 
are no leſs than five, fix, or ſeven, or perhaps 
eight or ten Miles diſtant from their Pariſh 
Churches; and laſt of all did you ſee the forlorn 
Appearance of the Parochial' Churches, and-in 
how pitiful a Condition they are kept, it might 
juſtly tempt you to imagine from the little Care 
taken of them, that the Publick and External 
Part of the Chriſtian Worſhip at leaſt, was about 
to ceaſe or be lain aſide here. Upon this Head in- 
deed we find Complaint was made ſo long ago as 
in Arch Biſhop Laud's time, © that when he gave 
te the King an Account of the State of his Pro- 
c vince, about Anno Dom. 1635. among other 
c Diſorders he particularly mentions that the 
© Biſhop of St. David's had complained grie- 
& vouſly, and not without Cauſe, that diverſe 
© Impropriatorsin thoſe Parts, had either pulled 
c down the GChancels, ot ſuffer'd them to fall, 
te to the great debaſing of the Churches, and 
© leaving them ſo open and cold, as that the 
*« People in thoſe mountainous Parts muſt en- 
« dure a great deal of Hardneſs, as well in the 
< Churches, as in the way to them.” | 
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(ff) Capel Lan-newydd, Capel y Bertæus, Capel Tei laav, Capel 
Joan, Capel Lan y Cerydden, Capel y Drindod, Cop Pencadair, 
Capel Kylſans, Capel, Conan. five Chapels in Lanqhſſil Pariſh, - 
and others without Number, throughout the Country are 


bury'd in their Ruins. 
21 Thus 


To oO Song 
Thus betimes did our Impropriators kindly 

affect to ſnew their Will and Power, after the? 
had got the Revenues of them, to deprive us of 
dur Churches alſo. And alas! too too well have 
they ſucceeded, as is plainly evident from the 
Deſolations they are brought to, for in ſome 
Places we have Churches without Chancels; in 
other we have but ſome piece of a Church, that 
is, one End, or a Side Iſle, that is remaining; 

and in ſome other Pariſhes, even none at all: 
Nay, and the deſolate Appearante of moſt of 

_ thoſe that are yer ſtanding; ſpeak how difficult 
ly they ſubſiſt, and how miſerably they are neg= 
lected. In ſome, not only the Bells are taken a- 
way, but the Towers are demoliſhed, and in many 
others there are ſcarce any Seats, excepting here 
and there a few ill contriv'd and broken Stools 
and Benches ; their little Windows are' without 
Glaſs, and darken'd with Boards, Matts, or 
Lettices; their Roofs decaying; tottering, and 
leaky ; their Walls green; mouldy, and nauſeous, 
and very often without Waſh or Plaiſter, and 
their Floors ridg'd up with noiſome Graves 
without any Pavement, and only cover d with 
a few Ruſhes. Did you, I ſay, ſee theſe gene- 
ral Deſolations of our noble Cathedral, and 
Collegiate Churches, and of ſo many Parochiab 
Churches and Chappels, of the Biſhop's Palaces, 
and of almoſt of all the Parfonage Houſes in 
the Dioccſe, it might well tempt you to think 
we had lain in the Road of the Turks and Sara- 

| cens, in ſome of their wild Excurſions; or that 


we had but very lately paſs'd the Diſcipline and » 

Reformation of an Oliverian Army ; for this, i 

alas, is the deplorable State that the Houſes of 

God are in among us; and if I may uſe the 

Prophet's Language upon an Occaſion not un- 

like; 1/a. 1, 8. 51. 17. 53. Tus is the W 
5 | of 
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of Sion left as a Cottage in a Linepard, as a Lodgt 
in a Garden of Cucumbers, and his Sanctuary trod- 
den down: Thus our Jeruſalem, the Place of bis 
Sanctuary among us, ſeems to have drunk at the 
Hand of the Lord the Cup of his Fury, there is none 
to guide her among all the Sons ſhe hath brought 
forth, neither is there any that takes her by the 
Hand of all the Sons ſhe has brought up: For who 
mong. us doth; as he onghr, lay to heart the 
ations and Deſtructions that arc come up- 
on us? But to what End will the People be apt 
to argue; ſhould Churches be repaired and kept 
up when they are deprived of their Endowments 
and Reyenues, and that no Miniſters are main- 
_ tained to officiate in them? When I reflect thus 
upon the preſent ſad and uncomfortable View 
of the Church here, where its probable it ſo 
ſoon flouriſhed, with as much Credit and Repu- 
tation as in any part of this Iſland : I can't but 
have a melancholy Fear and Apprehenfion that 
the time which God intends us for our Tryal, 
is drawing to @ Period; and that the deplorable 
State of the once renowned Churches of Aſia 
and Africk, is hanging over our Heads, and 
that our preſent Confuſion looks too much like 
the dark Preſages of the total removing of our 
Candleſtick, the Benefit whereof we have, alas, 
too long neglected, and made but little uſe of. 
Or when I look back upon the glorious Things 
which our Hiſtorians, (a) Gildas, Bede, Giraldas, 
Spelman, Uſher, Cambden, and others, have rela- 
ted of the early Foundation of the Brittiſh' 
F od Church 
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(a) Interea glaciali frigore rigenti inſulz, quæ velut lon- 
giori terrarum ſeceſfu, ſoli vifibili non eſt proxima, verus 
ine, non de firmamento ſolum temporali, ſed de ſumma eti- 
am cælotum arce, tempora cunaa excedente, unjverſo orbi 
præfulgidum ſui lumen oftendens Chriſtus ſuos radios id eft 


Church in general, and of the Supremacy, Inde- 
pendence, and Dignity of this ancient See in 
particular, and (5) of the honeſt Simplicity, and 
pure Religion of our Forefathers: I can ſcarce 
without | ON but not at all without a, moſt 
_ aſtoniſhing Concetn and Pity, behold the vene- 
rable Ruins that I have been deſcribing, eſpeci- 
ally when I conſider alſo the growing Irreligion, 
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E præcepta indulget tempore (ut ſcimus) ſummo Tiberij 
æſar is, qua abſq; ullo impedimento propagatur ejus Religio. 
„ . ing Eo N 
Britannia omnium Provinciarum prima publice Evangeli- 
cum recepit. #23: S608 1 r 
Licet a Gregorio magno pontifice, Aug uſtinus Anglorugn 
Ordinatur Epiſcopus— Retinvit tamen & tuebatur Eccleſia 
Menevenſis (ſeu. Caerlegionenſis) priſtinam ſuam dignitatem, 
ſabdi noluit, aut Auguſtini Cathedrz, aut Romani ipſius 
Archi- præſulis; hoc liquet apud ipſum/Bedam & luculenter in 
reſponſione Abbatis Banchorenſis ad ipſum Auguſt iaum peten- 
tem ſubjectionem Eccleſiæ Romang. Spelm; Conc. Tom. 1. p. 25» 
- ,. Epiſcopus Meneviæ a ſuis ſuffraganeis Wallenſibus ibidem 
fuerunt conſecrati, nulla penitus profeſſione vel ſubjectiene 
tacta alteri Ecclelizk. Annales Gisb. Ibid. Citats' 
Beatus David Sedem Archiepiſcopalem uſq; Meneviam tranſ- 
tulit, & Ibidem i factus eſt; & poſt illum vi- 
Sinti quatuor ibidem pallio uſi ſunt & plena Metropolitica 
Dignitate. Hoveden. Pars Poſter. p. 79999898. 
 Menevenſes Epiſcopi & Succeſſores ſui qui ab ævo Lucij Re- 
vis uſq; ad Auguſtini dies iſtos (hoc eft per quad ringentos 
pene aanos) Metropoliticis floruere Privilegiß & Archi Epil- 
copi nuncupati ſunt, tandem nulla quod ſciam) pulſati ſy- 
nodo, fine crimine, provincia ſua et Antiqua Jurisdictione 
deinceps ſunt exuti & ſpoliati-. Spel. Ibid. i 
) Populus ipſe (ſcil Cambriæ) præſtantis cujuſdam natura 
beneficio, ſemper eſt ad audiendum promptus, ad diſcendum 
aptus, & ad obediendum paratiſſimus, Cc. Annot. in Cap. 2. 
I. 1. Gir. Itin. Cambriæ. i . 5 
Britanni purioremChriſti Doctrinam longe ante adventum Au- 
guſtini a Joſepho Arimathenſi & AſiaticisEccleſiis ſuſceperant, 
apdd illos igitur vigebat Veritatis Prædicatio, Doctrina Synce- 
ra, Vivificatrix Fides, & Purus Dei Cultus qualis ab iplis Apo- 
ſtolis mandato Divino Chriftianorum Eccleſijs traditus erat. 
Anunot. in tin. Cambr. IL. 2. Cap. 1. ES. 
| B 2 the 
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the Ignorance and Profancnefs, which together 
with the Waſte and Havock of the Houſes of 
God; and their Endowments, the daring Sacri- 


lege of the latter Days have brought upon us. 

Ah poor deſolate and forſaken Church! once 
the Delight and Joy of the pions ancient Britons, 
the happy Reſidence of ſo many great and good 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops, who ſo well defend® 
ed their State and Liberty againſt the powerful 
Forces of ſo many Infidel Invaders, as their 


Eccleſiaſt ical Independence againſt the pretend- 


ed Supremacy, and the Purity of their Faith and 
Doctrine againſt the Innovations and Corrupti- 
ons of the Roman See: Once a celebrated Scat 


of Learning, and an Alma Mater of the Muſes, 
and even of fome of thoſe learned Worthies, 
who are thought to have been ſome of the ear- 


lieſt Profeſſors in our preſent moſt renown- 
ed Univerſity, and particularly of the famous 


() Aſſerius Mene venſis, and J. Scotus de Erigena : 
Again once the happy Abode as of our Arch- 


biſhops and Biſhops, ſo of our Arch-Deacons, 


Canons, and Prebendaries; who were encou- 


raged, and thought themſelves obliged to main- 


tain the Honour of Religion, and to attend the 


Service of their Church; to repair their Fabrick 
and their Houſes creditably, and to ſpend the 
reſt of their Revenues in Hoſpitality and Chari- 
ty, in Kindly welcoming and entertaining pious 
Viſitors and Strangers, and relieving of the 
neighbouring Poor as liberally. Theſe, theſe, 
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(%) Aﬀer qui alijs Aﬀerius—difus, natus fuit in ultimis & 
occuduis Britanniæ finibus in Dimetarum Regione quæ 
nunc Pembrokeſhire dicitur, ibiq; Menęviæ — educatus & 
ſacris initiatus. Unde ab Alfredo Rege qui Eruditos 
vires undiqz accivit evocatus,—ut 19 55 fiudis præeſſet, c. 


were 


3 
were the good and laudable Cuſtoms, and the 
happy Practices of the ancient Times; and how 
much Honour and Credit did there redound un- 
to Religion from this bleſſed Eſtabliſhment, wben 
it was thus happily regulated? What a Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction was it to the Gentlemen ot the 
Country, to have Opportunity at hand for the 
Education of their Children; to have the agree 
able Converſation of {ſo many worthy and learn 
ed Men in their Neighbourhood ; and what: a 
general Advantage to Men of all Degrees, that 
the Revenues of their Church was ſpent among 
them, for the Conſumption of their Goods, and 
the Encouragement of their Labour... 
But alas, what an amazing Change has there 
now befallen us; and how thoroughly deprived 
are we of all thoſe. ancient Privileges and Ad- 
vantages? the College of our Students 1s long 
ſince difolv'd, a great part of our ſacred and molt; 
ancient Cathedral is in Rubbage; and of the Bi- 
ſhop's Palace there is nothing to be. ſeen but 
ſtately, Ruins; and almoſt all the Habitations of 
our Dignitaries are demoliſhed, and their Reve- 
nues, it ſeems, ſo diminiſhed, as that it encou- 
rages no Reſidence; ſo that they have in a man- 
ner left us, and canſequently Hoſpitality and 
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1 Ecclefiafticorum reddituum abuſus alia etiam offendicula 
ſecum trahit nam hinc vera Religio male audit, apud ignaros 
& ſimplices, qui eam propter hos abuſus minus probant, ita 
ut ſæpiſſime audias viros probes ea de cauſa conqueri & Pon- 
tificiam Religionem laudibus extollere, quia viderant olim, ut 
afſerunt, cum ea publice doceretur, pluribus in locis rectores 
Eccleſiarum, domus habuere perhoſpitales & apertas, ubi pau- 
pere; & peregrini refici & curari folebant, in quibus nunc 
tem pore Evangelij propter przdiQas cauſas, non datur paupe- 
ribus poculum aquæ frigidæ & ſic vera doctrina propter inſa · 
tiabilem quorundam avaritiam blaſphematur. Camdeni. An- 
ut. in Cap. 2. Cir. Itin. Cambr. 5 715 
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Charity are gone away too: So that the Marks 
of a forſaken Poverty and Deſolation ſeem to 
over-ſpread the whole Neighbourhood. And 
the famous City of the moſt ancient Metropo- 
litical See in Great Britain, is at length dwindled 
into a moſt comtemptible Village, where there 
now remains ſcarce any thing beſides poor 
Lodgings for our Chapter to keep their Audit 
for a Week or Fortnight at St. James Tide, and 
then we are to hope for the Pleaſure of ſee ing 
them no more till that good Seaſon comes 
T 
Are theſe the Glories; are theſe the Advanta- 
ges of the Reformation ! We that abhorred Idols, 
ſhall we thus commit Sacrilege! Or is it thus 
that our pure Religion will ſhew it ſelf in good 
Works; that is, by either doing or ſuffering of 
thoſe: greivous and facrilegions Prophanations 
that I have ſpoke of. With what Patience can a 
Chriſt ian behold thoſe noble Edifices, which the 
generous Piety of our Forefathers erected for the 
Foc of God and the Service of his Church, 
thus tottering one after another into Ruins ?. 
Or how muſt he be concern'd to ſee the ab- 
ject naked Circumſtances of the Clergy, who 
are reduc'd to the loweſt Poverty and Mean- 
neſs; and the no leſs forlorn and pitiful Caſe 
of the common People, who are left to go 4 
ſtray to live in Ignorance, or to take up with 
this or that; with any, or with no Religion. 
Can any that pretend a true Regard for the 
Worſhip of the Living God; can any that have 
4 Senſe of the great Worth, and a Concern for 
the Salvation of Men's Souls, can they witneſs 
theſe things and not be very ſeriouſſy affected 
and grievd for thoſe viſible and ſad Decays of 
the common Intereſt of Chriſtianity 2 Surely 
the extravagant Barbarities of the Got hs and 
TTV Vandal 
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Vandalt upon the Cennet mal he: lawleſs 
Rage of the Infidel Invaders and Pillagers of 
old upon this Iſland, never made à greater 
Spoil and Havock of all things Sacred than the 
Iniquity of Time, and the dark Devices, and 
E Avarice of ſome call'd Chriſtians; even 
under the Pretext of Reformation hath again 
repeated. And what can we ſuppoſe will be 
the Conſequence of all this, but the ſame in all 
probability, which as (a) one of our Hiſtorians 
tells us, was the e of thoſe ancient 
Sacrileges, that by diſcouraging the Goſpel, 
they very much contributed to the Re-eftabliſhs 
ment of Paganiſm. And to what Degree chis is 
already done in many- Places in this Dioceſe, 
will appear further from what comes next to be 
conſider d.; namely; © 410393. „ls 
Of the manner how our Clurchrs are app 
and ſerv'd : And upon this Head it is to be 
obſerv'd, that there are ſome Churches thatiare 
totally neglectrd, and that very tarely, if at alñ 
have any Service perform d in them, and which) 

if they are not converted to Barns or Stable 
which is the Caſe of man Churches in England, 
* well as qv hoe do IT neee 170 oor a 
e 285 1 1. 
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a) "Von omnia-Piftus' atq; Scotus, er ſævos 
iſtos lupos, immaniores 'a Britantis Tigrides illi, in auxilium 
vocantur Saxones, ambo tandem fiunt hoſtes, Sacra rapiunt 
& Prophana, Excidiumq; inferunt Funeſtiſſimum repetit 
jam omnia ut ex Poſtliminio Gentiliſmus, ovatq; triumpbato 
Evangelio. Spelm. Conc. „ 

Sa xones ipſi (qui Britannis primo in ſubſidium renerant)ho- 
tes fiunt infenſiſſimi, ferro & flamma indigenas pellunt, eo- 
rumq; brevi potiuntur ſedibus gens Barbara. Monaſteria & 
e quas Idolis ſuis non tranſponunt, incendunt, Chrifti- 
anorum ſacra diripiunt, miniftroſq; dei conculcant czdunt, 
Profligaat. Marth, Weſt, A. D. 50. 8 
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Habitations of Owles and Jackdaws ; ſuch are 
St. Daniel's, Caſtelhan,  Kylvawy?, ons Ca- 
Pe Cohnan, and others in Pembrookſhire. Mount 
Llechry d in Cardiganſhire, Aber Liyavy in Brecon- 
Hire, Nelſon in Gowerland in Glamorganſhir 
Lanybree, and others in Caermarthenſbire. 7p 
it is nat to be doubted, but as there are Di- 
ſtricts of Lands, ſo there were originally juſt 
Endowments of Tyths that did belong to all 
theſe ſeveral Churches: But whatever they were, 
they are now alienated, the Churches moſt of 
them demoliſh'd, and even the Uſe for which 
tbey were intended almoſt forgotten, unleſs 
ix be at Llanybree, where I am inform'd, the Im- 
propriator, ar his Tenant have let that Church 
nuto the Neighbouring Diſſenters, who are ve- 
xy free to rent it for the defirable Opportunity 
and Pleaſure of ing a Church, into 8 Con- 
venticle. 490 
As the Cheiſtian e is thus tokally diſs 
 vsxlzin! ſome. Places, there are other ſome that 
maybe ſaid ir be but half | ſerv'd; there being 
| ſeveral Churehes; where we are hut rarely, - 
4 at all to meet with, Preaching, Catechiſi ing, or 
| Adminiſtring of the Holy Communion; : In o- 
thers the Ser vice of the Prayers is but partly 
Read, and that perbaps but once a Month, or 
once ir a quarter of a Year ; nor is it indeed rea- 
Wl ſonable to expect that they ſhould be better 
= | ſerv'd, while the Stipends allow'd for the Ser- 
= vice of them are ſo ſmall that a poor Curate 
= muſt ſomtimes ſubmit to ſerve three or four 
Churches for Ten or TwelvePounds a Year, and 
that perhaps when they are almoſt as many 
Miles diſtant from each other. And when it is 
thus with them, with what Order, or Regula- 
rity (can it be ſuppos d) are they capable of do- 
ing that Service ? Forc'd they are (now they are 
fr 
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Ordain'd) to ſubmit to any Terms; that is; 
they maſt Star ve, or even be contented with the 
meaneſt Salaries, and yet Drudge and Labour 
for it as far as they are able; and. having ſo lit 
tle Time, and ſo many Places to attend upon, hau 
precipitately, and as if out of breath are theo 
blig d to read the Prayers, or to ſhorten ànd 
abridge them? And what time have theyo tir 
their Congregation to compoſe themſelves for 
their Devotion, while thus forc'd to a kind df 
perpetual Motion, and like haſty 3 
hurry about from Place to Place? There is no 
Time fix d for going to Church, ſo it be on Sun 
day, ſo that the poor Man muſt begin at any 
time with as many as are at hand, ſooner or la- 
ter, as he can perform his: Round. He then 
abruptly huddles over as many Prayers as may 
be in half an Hours time, and then returns a 
gain to his Road faſting (for how earneſtly.ſo- 
ever his Appetite may call for it, it's ſeldom that 
he has time for, or that the Impropriators Far- 
mer can afford to give him Dinner) till he has 
diſpatch d his Circuit, and that Wearineſs | or: 
Darkneſs obliges him to Reſt, or perhaps for 
want of a little neceſſary Refreſhment at home, 
to go where he ought not, where it's odds but he 
will again meet with many of his Congregation, 
who when their ſhort Service is over, are too. 
apt to think themſelves at liberty to ſpend the 
remaining part of the Day at an Ale-houſe; or 
at ſome Paſtime or: Diverſion, as Os Arendt 

os d. 529 
l This then is chant hard Caſe of our poor un- 
happy Curacy-Pluraliſts, the ſhameful Poverty 
of ſingle Churches obliges them for their Subſi- 
ſtence to undertake the Cure of many, by that 
means they are ſo ſtraiten'd in time by hurrying 
about from one to Waben that "my have ſcarce 
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Lide to — deliberately che FILE at the 
proper Hours of doing it, much leſs to Preach 
or Cathechiſe, or as much as ſometimes for to 


read an Homily. Such is the faint Shadow that 


remains among us of the Publick Service of Re- 
Ligion. The ancient Places of Worſhip are not 
altogether every where forgotten; there is ſome 
diſtinction kept of one Day in Seven, and the 
Uſe of Publick Prayers i in many Pariſhes (God be 
thanked) is not laid aſide. And it is well for 
ſo few Curates who have ſo many Churches 
to care for, beſides the Difficulties they are to 
ſtruggle with in their private Circumſtances that 
they are able to do this. As to the Private Offi 
ces of the Miniſtry, ſuch as viſiting the Sick, or 
giving private and particular Inſtructions or Ad- 
monitions, as there is occaſion; there are many 
Conſiderations thar make it hardly wealanably 
to expect it. K 

And now, what Chriſtian n . 
Senſecf Piety, what Value for Religion are wg 


reaſonably to hope for in a Country thus aban- 


don d, and either deſtitute of Churches to go to 
or of Miniſters to ſupply them, or of both? Or 
how can it well conſiſt with Equity and Conſci- 
ence to complain ofrhe Ignorance and Errours 
of an unhappy: People in ſuch unhappy Circum- 
ſtances? They are ſqueez'd to the utmoſt to 
pay their Tythes, and what is calld the Church- 
Dues. (Tho! God knows the Church is to ex- 
pect but little from it) and at the ſame time 


moſt miſerably depriv d of thoſe Benefits of Re- 


ligion, which the Payment of them was inten- 


ded to ſupport, and deliver'd up to Ignorance 


and Barbarity, which muſt be the certain Con- 
ſequence of driving away the Miniſters of Reli- 
gion, or of Depreting, or EY them | 


And 


for their Duty. 
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namely, the mean and hard Circumſtances of 
the Clergy; which are ſuch, as neither to 
ford them Means to be accompliſh'd for thei 
Buſineſs, ' nor Leiſure to attend upon it. 1 we 
am, you wou'd be very ſenſibly concern'd and 
riev'd, were you to behold the Abject Figure, 
and deſpicable Appearance of many of them, 
and what ſo may: Falucs: aber qual Treats 
ment they meet with. | 
But what Appeteiices;. a Mens, can 
they make in Circumſtances worſe than Beggery, 
as in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe. will be made 
too too plainly to appear? Or what Knows 
ledge! to Catechiſe, Inſtruct; and Teach, may 
we reaſonably expect to find in ſuch who are de- 
ny d the neceſſary Advantages of Education and 
Books, to be thereby Improved and Qualify d 
for their Office? And who are deny id for their 
Service and Labour, ſuch reaſonable Encourage⸗ 
ments as are neceſſary for Subſiſtenee, and mock - 
ed with dalaries ſo very ſcanty: as 4 Plawman, 
or an Hoſtler, or one of — Patron's 
F ootmen wou'd probably diſdain to accept of? 
And yet notwithſtanding-theſe-Diſcourage- 
ments, there are, God be thanked, ſeveral Cler- 
gymen among us, that by their Vertue and ſtea- 
dy Application, ſurmount the Difficulties they 
meet with, find Means to be well accompliſh'd, 
and to adorn their Station for the ſake of Well- 
doing, and to be no leſs Eminent for their 
Paſtoral Care and Diligence, than others are 
for their Neglect and Scandal. But alas, 
the Number of them is too unequal for ſo 
great a Harveſt as they have before them; 
nor is it to be ſuppos'd but that they are, 
2s rare as they are diſtinguiſhing in their Diſ- 


Feleon, who are 0 happily , d, as not 
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to be wanting to their Duty, even in ſpight of 
Ill uſage, and tho they are neglected ia Aeft 
to herd promiſcuoufly with the loweſt or un- 
worthieſt of their Order, while others, who at- 
tend Levies, and not their Function, and whoſe 
beſt Merit is to be moſt importunate, and 
at band Will 2885 fail of being. Promos 
ted. 1 
| «Bur As it! is rs * ape that therd wall 
be many ho can ſhine with this firm and ſtub- 
born Virtue, as to weather Difficulties after this 
Manneér; ſo it is plainly viſible that the Preſſures 
R Want and Poverty ſeldom fail of bearing 
down the Generality of Mankind to a kind of 
an Oſeitant Doſpondences and a fatal neglect of 
chemſelves, and of their Duty. It is not "there 
fore to be wonder d that Men will flag and be 
diſcourag d, -when. their Study and their | ilir 
Fence tut n to no Account; and eſpecially chen 
Twill not find chem Neceſſaries-.. For ag my 
VBoerd Bacon ſdmewhere well obſerves, They 
whoſe hard Fate obliges them to work for theix 
Bread, ind daily to oontrive how to live (have 
Sed help them) but very little Time, ans Jeſs 
Encouragement to live to Study. 9 
Again, the Neceſſities that force when from 
Their Studies, do equally interrupt, :0r1 prevent 
their juſt Attendance upon the proper Offices of 
their Miniſtry, and not only force them to Sers 
vile Eabours, but perhaps to little and ill Goms 
pliances, highly unworthy of their Character te 
relieve their Indigence; for what will not ex- 
treme Want and Poverty force Men to?, S0 
that Poverty is not only an Obſtacle to Men's 
Proficiency in Knowledge and Learning, and to 
their Attendance'on the Offices of their Calling, 
but a Snare to their Innocence and Virtue, by 
often temptins en to be regular in theig 

; | . 75 Cyl . Son: 
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Coiduct, and to render it toò muck of a piece 
with the reſt of their unhappy Circumſtances; 

whereby they ſo betray themſelves, even to 
eſtäbliſn the ill Treatment and Contempt they 
meet with. Alas what a wretched Caſe are they in, 
who are reduc'd to this, and how uncomforta- 
ble the Caſe of thoſe who ate committed to their 
Care? Upon an Occaſion it ſeems not unlike. 
How juſt was the Zeal of the moſt eloquent.(a) 
Patriarch, that provok'd him ſo ſadly to com- 
plain of the extreme Danger which the Flock of 
Chriſt uſt be in, and of the Neglect and Con- 
tempt which the Sacred Myſteries of our Religi- 


on muſt fall into, if thus Proſtituted into un- 
worthy Hands. 1LTY A. 2113. Dae 


_ Theſe are the natural Effects, theſe the Conſe- 
quences of the ſo long wiſh'd for Poverty of the 
Clergy. If too great an Acceſs of Wealth of 
the one hand made them Vain or Vicious, it is 
certain of the other, that too little, of extreme 
Poverty has too apt a Tendency to render them, 
not only Vicious, but utterly inſignificant, and 
to debaſe and ſink their Minds to a Neglect of 
their Honour and Reputation, and ſo to betray 
them to verify the ſad, but experienc'd. Qbſer- 
vation of a Worthy (c) Member of the long Par- 
liament ; who ſtill reply'd to the Complaints of 
the Puritans againſt the Clergy, by telling them; 
That a Scandalous Maintenance made à Scanda= 
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(b) Sir Benjamin Rudyer. | 7850) 
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| bun. Clergy ; -. and that this muſt be the Conſequence 
of Impropriations. And if ſo, 

Muſt not Religion it ſelf ſubmit to the ſame 

Fa ate? And what can we conclude will become 

of 2 Church, while the Miniſters of it are in 

the JloweſtCircumſtances ? How will the Publick 

Seryice be ſupported, where there is ſo little, nay, 

in many Places nothing left for the Support 65 

it? But what the Effect hereof has been, a learn- 

ed Hiſtorian, who was himſelf a Witneſs to it, 

has long ſince obſerv'd ; and 4s he ihtimates, 

25 What Learning, and what Knowledge, to in- 

8 orm the Ignorant, or reſolve the Doubtful, ro 

: fillence Gainſayers, to refute Errouts, or tode- 
5 fend the Truth, can theſe Guides be ſuppos d 
to have, who are neceſſitated to forſake their 
Studies? ? What Hoſpitality to 5 Neighbours, or or 

to Strangers, or Charity to the Poor can Als 

afford to give, who are themſelves ( poor Men !) 
ſo very indigent as to be moſt in need of Chari- 

ty. How conformable to the Canons in their 

Preis and Habits, ſuch as are requit d and be- 
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(a) In tie Siterdatil Imperit! homines, & indoQi Curati 
Sacramenta & Sacramentalia (ut loquuntur) adminiſtrant, ubi 
hoſpitalitas omnis exulavit, Conciones aut raræ, aut procſys' 
nullæ habentu Ib as tic Decimæ & Oblationes quæ in eum 
nem, a Majori us noftris inſtitutæ ſunt, ut illi ipſi qui eas ſol- 
vunt, in vera Chriſti doctrina recte inſtituantur, Miniſtri 
qui in verbo & doctrina laborant, ſuſtententur, & Parochiæ 
Pauperes cibo reficiantur, a recto uſu penitus transferuntur, in 
alium adeo ut pauperes alimentis defraudentur, Parochiani 
3gnorantia ſeducti, pro vera Chrifti Religione Superſtitiones 
& aniles fabulas amplexentur, atq in omnes Idololatricos cul- 
tus ſuo quodam impetu ruant, ſublato enim ſtipendio tollitur 
Doctrina, Se. Annot. D. Powel in Cap. 2. I. 1. Itin. 
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coming of their Orders, viz. in their Gowns 
and Caſſocks are they capable of appearing, 
when (God help them) their mean Sallaries will 
ſcarce afford them Shoes and Stockings? Final- 
ly, ſince their Neceſſities may compel them, not 


only to indecent, but to ill Compliances, how 


contemptible muſt they and their Inſtructions 
then appear in the Eyes of the People? How 


unavoidably will it then follow, that Religion 


muſt ſuffer and decay, and Irreligion thrive and 
flouriſh > For how opportunely may the Ene- 
my ſow his Tares where they who are ſet to 
guard againſt him are, if not afleep, yet ren- 
der'd Infignihcant 2 What bad Principles, what 
ill Communications muſt the whole buſy ſwarms 
of Seducers be able to infuſe to the forſaken 
Flock, even the moſt pernicious and deſtructive 
of the Peace .and Weltare both of Church and 
State. Inſomuch that it may be juſtly wonder'd 
at, that there are in ſome Places any Principles 


or. Obſervances of reveal'd Religion Kill re- 
maining. 5 | 


Nor indeed cou'd it reaſonably be expected 
in ſome Places that there ſhould be any but for 
the (a) extraordinary Diſpoſition to Religion, 
which a learned Hiſtorian obſerves, prevails a- 
mong the People of this Country; for whe=- 
ther it be owing to our Solitude, or our Pover- 
ty, or natural Diſpoſition, or to the extraordi- 
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(20 Populus ipſe przſtantis cujuſdam naturæ beneficio ſem- 
per eſt ad audiendum promptus, Ge. | | 
Viro cuilibet Religioſo Monacho ve! Clerico, vel cuicunque 
Religionis habitum præferenti, ſtatim pro jectis armis, cernuo 
ca pite benediftionem petunt. Giraldi Cambriæ Deſer ipt. 


nary 


nary Grace of God given us, I Knbw not; but 
10 it is. There i is, 1 believe, no part of the Na- 
tioh more inclin'd to be Religious, and to be 
delighted with it than the poor Inhabitants of 
theſe Mountains. They don't think it too much 
when neither ways, nor Weather are inviting, 
over cold and bleak Hills to travel three or four 
Miles, or more, on foot to attend the Publick 
Prayers, and ſometimes as many more to hear 
à Sermon, and they ſeldom grudge many times 
for ſeveral Hours together in their damp and 
cold Churches, to wait the coming of their Mi- 
niſter, who by Occaſional Duties in his other 
Curacy's, or by other Accidents may be oblig'd 
to diſappoint them, and to be often variable i in 
his Hours of Prayer. And, 

Then alſo to ſupply in (ome meaſure the nas 
of a more regular Publick Service; there are ma- 
ny, even of the common People, who gladly 
make the beſt uſe of what little Knowledge 
they have gain'd, and take the Pains privately, 
by Reading or Diſcourſing to inſtruct one angry: 
ther in their Houſes. And it is not uncommon 
to ſee Servants and Shepherds, as they have an 
Opportunity, ſtrive to do theſe good Offices 
to each other. It is by this Means that moſt or 
all of chem do attain the Knowledge of reading 
and writing in their native Language, without 
which commendable Induſtry, it is not concei- 
veable how many of them ſhould underſtand or 
know any thing of Religion; for there being 
no Welſb Schools, and but very rarely any En- 
21i/þ ones, except it be in Market Towns, they 
miſt conſequently be altogether ignorant of 
Letters, unleſs they made up that Dete& by the 
foremention'd kind Offices towards one another: 
Bur this Calamity 1s no where ſo very viſible as 
in Curd ganbbire, where J can't be inform'd of any 

ehe 
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the leaſt Endowment for as much as one Charity 
School throughout that County. © 
But to proceed, to make their private In- 
ſtructions more agreeable and effectual, as they 
are naturally addicted to Poetry, ſo ſome of the 
more Skilful and knowing among them frequent- 
ly compoſe a kind of Divine Hymns; or Songs, 


which they, call Halſingod, or Carolion, which 


renerally conſiſt either of the Doctrinal, or Hi- 
torical parts of Scripture, or of the Lives, and 
worthy Acts of ſome eminent Saints, whoſe ex- 
traordinary, Piety and Virtue they thereby en- 
deavour to illuſtrate and recommend to them 
ſelves and theres. 3 
It is not to be Appel She a particular 
Delight and Pleaſure the young People take to 
get theſe Hymns by heart, and to ſing them 

with a great deal of Emulation of excelling each 
other. And this is a Religious Exerciſe they are 
us d to, as well at home in their own Houſes, 
as upon ſome Publick Occaſions; ſuch as at 
their Wakes and ſolemn Feſtivals, and Funerals, 
and very frequently in their Churches in the 
Winter Seaſon, between All Saints and Candle 
maſs ; at which Times, before and after Divine 
Service, upon Sundays, or Holy-days, Eight or 
Ten will commonly divide themſelves to Four 

or Five of a ſide, and ſo forming themſelves, as 
it were into an Imitation of our Cathedral, 

or Collegiate Choirs, one Party firſt begins, and 


* 


then by way of Alternate Reſponſes; tlie 8- 
ther repeats the ſame Stanza, and ſo proceed 
till they have finiſh'd their Hulfing, and then 


conclude with a Chorus. 
Thus do theſe poor People retain this moſt 
laudable Practice of the Primitive Church, which 
is quite laid aſide in many other Places ; for 
it is well known that the Cuſtom of rendering 
G Chriltian 
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Chriſtian Principles and Dodrines into Verſe or 
Metre, was a very early Practice, and taken up 
probably with ſome other Obſetvances, in imi- 
tation of Uſages of the like kind in the Ser- 
vice of the Jewiſh Church; for heſides the Sing- 
ing of the Pſalms in their Publick Service, (a) 


ligious Sects, and eſpecially the beſt of them, the 
Eſſenes were wont to Chaunr their Spiritual 
Hymns in their Sehr, or Places of Divine 
Worſhip, and apreeable hereunté is that early 


Account which () Pliny gives of the Chriſtian 


Way of Worſhip, namely, that they were wont 
before Day to meet together, and to ſing 
Hymns Alternately to Jeſus Chriſt. And this is 
alſo taken notice of, and acknowledg'd by 7 
tullian, Euſebius, and other Chriſtian Writers, 
who tell ts much of the Delight the Chriſtians 
took in Singing Palms and Hymns; that they 
udy'd to excel one the other, and to ſtrive 
who ſhou'd be the beſt, and moſt melodious 
Choriſtors of the Divine Praiſes. It is happy 
for many in theſe Parts, that this good old Cu- 
ſtom is not yet forgotten, not only becaufe it is 
a means to keep out a great deal of looſe and 
vicious Poetry, but becauſe it renders the In- 


ſtructions, of which theſe Hymns conſiſt, the ea- 


ſier to be learn'd, and makes the Impreſſions of 


. them much more laſting than otherwiſe they 


wou'd be. 
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(a) Medes Diſc. xvi. 
(b) Plin, J. 10. Ep. $7. 
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Agen; Another ancient” Practice, hawely, 
tar of Crofling themſelves, as the (a) firſt Chri- 
ſtians were us d to do upon many Occaſions, is 
much in uſe among them, with a ſhore Ejaculari- 
on, that thro' the Croſs of Chriſt they may be 
ſafe or ſavd. And as we are told by Euſebius, 


and others, that the firſt Chriſtians were wont to 
meet at the Graves of Martyrs, and others of 


their deceaſed Friends to ſay their Prayers there; 
and to pay ſome Reſpect and Honour to their 
Memory; there is alſo ſomething of the ſame 
kind that is ſtill obſery'd here. For in the moſt 
Mountainous Parts, where old Cuſtoms, and 
Simplicity is moſt prevailing, there we ſhall ob- 
ſerve," that when the People come to Church, 
they go immediately to the Graves of their 
Friends, ati there kneeling offer up their Ad- 
dreſſes unto God, but eſpecially at the Feaſt of 
the Nativity of our Lord; for they then come 


to Church about Cock-crowing, and bring ei- 


ther Candles or Torches with them, which they 
ſet to burn, every one, one or more upon the 
Grave of his departed Friend, and then ſet them- 
ſelves to ſing the fore-mention'd Halfingod, and 
continue ſo to do, to welcome the approaching 
Feſtival till Prayer-time. 

But with thoſe innocent good old Cuſtoms, they 
have alſo learn'd ſome of the Roman Superſti⸗ 
tions practic'd in the later Ages, ſuch as many 
times in their Ejaculations to invocate, not on- 
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(2) Od omnemi progreſſum, atq; promotum, ad omnem 
aditum & exitum, ad veftitum, & calceatum, ad lavacra, 
ad mienſas, ad lumina, ad cubilia, ad ſedilia, quzcunq; nos 
converſatio excercet, frontem crucis :gnaculo terimus. 12 
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2 the Deity, but the Holy Virgin; and other 
2 


ints, for Mair- Mien, Jago, Teilau- Maur, Ce- 
ler, Celynog, and others are often thus remem- 
ber d, as if they had hardly yet forgotten the 
uſe of Praying to them. And there being not 

only Churches and Chappels 1 * but Springs 
and Fountains dedicated to thoſe Saints, they do 
at certain times go and Bath themſelves in them, 


and ſometimes leave ſome ſmall Oblations behind | 


them, either to the Keepers of the Place, or in 2 
Charity Box prepar'd for that Purpoſe, by way of 


Acknowledgment, for the Benefit they have, 


'or hope to have thereby. Nay, in many parts 
of North Wales, they continue in effect, ſtill to 
pay for Obits, by giving Oblations to their 


Miniſters at the Burials of their Friends (as they 


were formerly taught to do to Praygthem out of 
Purgatory) without which uſeful Perquiſites the 
poor Curates wou d in many places be very hard 
Pur to it how to get their Li velyhood. 

And thus it is that the Chriſtian Religion la- 
8 to keep ground here, Superſtition and 


Religion, Truth and Errour, are ſo very odly 


mix'd, that it ſhould in Charity be concluded to 
be rather the Misfortune than the Fault of many, 
that they are mifled. For the Generality are, 
I am afraid, more oblig'd, if not to their na- 
tural Probity, to their Religious Obſervance of 
theſe ancient Cuſtoms, or to the Inſtructions 
they derive from their Halſingod, or the Vicar of 
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* Loca quzdam peregrinationibus aſſueta in hodiernum 
diem ſingulis annis frequentantur, ut, Fons Dive Venefredæ, 


Fons Dytnoci in Strato Cluydent!, Fanum Znez Regis i ar- 


vonia, Fanum Davidis in Dimetia, Gr. Anno, L. POwel in 
Cap. 2. J. 1. Gir. Itiner. Camby, 
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Llanymddyfsy's Poems, and Tuch,others, than to 

any Benefit receiv'd by the Catechifi ing and 
Preaching of a regular Miniftry ; ſo that if we 
have not yet quite unlearn'd the Errours of our 

Popiſh Anceſtors, it is becauſe the Doctrines of 
the Reformation begun about two hundred 
Vears ago in England, have not yet cftectually 
reach'd us, nor is it indeed likely that they ever 
ſhou'd, without a fit and learned Clergy. For 
if Faith comes by hearing God's Word, how 
' ſhall we hear, unleſs we are taught? Ani how 
ſhould we be taught, unleſs ſuch as are duly 
qualify'd are ſent to do it, and are encourag'd 
and maintain'd for to attend their Miniſtry? 
And thus have I in ſome Meaſure dilpatch d 
what I firſt propos d, and ſet before you the 
deſolate Conttirion that Religion is here reduc'd 
to. What comes next to be conſider d, is to 
inquire into the Cauſes of it. 
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SECT: III. 


herein are oof der'd the Injuries occaſſon d to 
Religion, by Paſtors that neglect the uſe of 
our Language, by N on-Reft zdence, &c. 


His i is a Part very diſagreeable, and what 

I with my Subject would permit me to 
overlook and paſs by; and ſo to prevent the 
angry nn which (I am ſenſible) the 
telling of unacceptable Truths muſt expect to 
meet with. But ſince I have gone fo far, it 
will, I think, be neceſſary to proceed a little 
further, and to point out the Cauſes that moſtly 
fem to have contributed to the Deſolations : 


have been deſcribing; and this I ſhall endea- 
vour to do, withoat Regard to any other View 


or. Intereſt, but to that of Truth. 


Firſt then; if it were not an Opinion that 
did not ſeem very well to comport and bear 
with the Senſe and Practice of many learned 
and eminent Men, I could not forbear thinking, 
that the diſpoſing of 7/1 Preferments, I mean 
thoſe eſpecially that are attended with the Cure 
of Souls, to ſuch as are wholly ignorant of that 
Language, to be a Practice that has contributed 
not a little to the Decay and Deſolation of our 
Religion; not that any Gentlemen, and leaſt of 
all Neighbours, or Natives, ſhould be envy'd 
what Benefits or Preferments they can obtain in 
theſe Parts, as being generally of ſo mean a 
Value ; but then it is humbly to be ſuppoſed, 
that they ſhould accept of them on no other 
View, but of being uſeful, and doing the Ser- 
vice of the Church, whoſe Bread they eat, it 
being juſt and equitable, that they ſhould be 
qualified for the Duty, where they receive the 
Profit ; and, I think, it can't be well ſuppoſed 
that they are ſo, till they make themſelves in- 
telligible to the Flocks they are to guide and 
overſee. For as St. Paul obſerves, When the 
Voice of. him that ſpeaketh is not underſtood, then 
both he that ſpeaks, and he that is ſpoken to, are 
mutually Barbarians to each other; and a greater 
yet infinitely than St. Paul, hath told us, that 
it ought to go into the Character of a good 
Shepherd, that his Sheep ſhould kiow his Voice; 
which, whatever further Meaning it may have, 
implies at leaſt as much as it, literally expreſſes, 
and plainly enough fignifies, that no one can be 
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* 1 Cor. 14, 11, 


(aid 
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4 raid to be an uſeful and good Paſtor, whoſe 
Speech or Voice is wagon 44 to his People. 
But if Revelation had been ſilent, and had not 
ſaid ſo, the Reaſon of the Thing is fo clear and 
unanſwerable, as that it is in Truth amazing, 
that Ambition it ſelf, with all its fertile Ilnren- 
tions, ſhould think to find out Arguments to 
juſtify the contrary; for af what uſe can any 
one be, (let his Learning in other Reſpects be 
ever ſo great) to inſtruct and teach thoſe whom he 
can't ſpeak to? And therefore, what Benefit 
are the People to expect, as to Knowledge ot 
Information, from the Miniftry of ſuch, who 
can neither preach, nor pray, ſo as to be under- 
ſtood by them? 
It was for this ſubſtantial Reaſon, that the 
eminently pious * Biſhop Bedel, when he was 
promoted to an Triſh See, thought himſelf obli- 
ed to learn that Language, to which he ſo ap- 
plied himfelf, as to be ſo great a Maſter of it, 
and ſuch a Critick, as to correct a Tranſlation 
which he ordcr'd to be made of the Old Teſta- 
ment into Iriſb, in order to be join d with the 
New, and the Commone-Prayer, which were 
done before. Having given this Example in 
his own Perſon, he with the more Authority 
could require his Clergy, as he accordingly did, 
to conform themſelves unto it; he therefore 
plainly told them, that ſuch only he wou'd en- 
courage and prefer there, who could officiate 
and preach. in the Iris Language, which was 
(he ſaid) a Qualification abſolutely. neceſſary in 
every Minifter that had the Care of an Iriſs 
Congregation, Ah venerable and good Man! 
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* Richardſon's ſhort Hiſtory of the Attempts to convert 


tae Popiſh Natives of Ireland, p. 20, 21; 
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had others follow'd his Example, it might have 


been very reaſonably hoped, that the Reforma- 
tion might have gain'd more Ground, and that 
Popery ſhould not be ſtill ſo preyalent in that 
Kingdom. 

Again; it was uponthe ſame View, that i is of be- 
ing as uſeful as poſſible in his Dioceſe, that the late 


molt learned and pious Biſhop Lloyd of Worce- 


fter, on his Promotion to the Biſhoprick of St. 
Aſaph, thought it his Duty alſo to learn the 
Language of the Country, ip far at leaſt as to 
be able to read it, to adminiſter the Sacraments, 
to confirm them, and to officiate publickly a- 
mong them in their own Tongue; which was a 
Means not only to render him more ſeryiceable, 
but of mightily endearing him to his People, 


. who could not be unſenſible of the Goodneſs 


and ſingular Condeſcenſion he expreſſed by be- 
ing at the Pains of learning their Language, for 
no other End but to ſhew his earneſt Deſire of 
doing them more good. Again, it was upon the 
{ame Principle (asI am informed) that the preſent 
worthy and learned Biſhop of Carliſle, tho there 
were many Motives to induce him to it, did 
yet decline accepting of a Biſhoprick in Wales, 
namely, becauſe he was a Stranger to the Lan- 
guage, and that he therefore conſcientiouſly 
fear'd he ſhould not be able to be ſo uſeful to his 
Dioceſe, nor ſo capable of edifying and inſtru- 
cting them as he thought himſelf obliged to be. 
Bur all are not of his Opinion ; ſome have grea- 


ter Courage, and undoubtedly. don't want their 


Reaſons for their Conduct neither. Tho, to 


uſe the Expreſſion of a late eminent Prelate, 


* time was when Fas of that Ambitus, which 
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* Biſhop Burnei's Hift. of the Ref. Fol. 2. p. 279. 


* 


has 


my 


LES © 
has given ſuch Offence to the World in later Ages; 
it was ordinary for Men to fly from thoſe Offers; 
meaning, I ſuppoſe that ſuch once was the awful 
Senſe conceiv'd of this important Charge, it made 
Men tremble at the Thoughts of undertaking it. 
Such the humble Jealouſly, ſuch the holy Fears, 
that even the moſt deſerving had of their Inabi- 
lity, as that inſtead of being forward to ſollicite, 
hey fled to Deſarts to decline when tender'd, 
no leſs the double Honour of overſeeing, than the 
- weighty Charge of accounting for other Men's 
Souls. While the World was in this Tem- 
per, could it have been credited, had it been 
foretold, that after-Ages ſhou'd produce ſuch 
amazing Changes in Men's Notions of the very 
fame Affair, as that the moſt tremendous call- 
ing ſhou'd be at length forgot to be (as the 
venerable * Biſhop Jewel expreſſes it) a Name 
of Work or Office, but of Honour only ? nay, 
and that there ſhou'd ariſe among the Learned 
and the Knowing, thoſe who ſhould not doubt 
of their Sufficiency for, or of their Faithfulneſs 
in the Diſcharge of this moſt ſolemn Truſt, 
without either underſtanding the Language, or 
ever ſeeing the Faces of thoſe they are ſpiritu- 
ally to feed and overſee? But to all this, it 
will, I know, by ſome be ' anſwered with re- 
gard to Biſhops, that their Care devolves to 
the inferior Paſtors; that their Intercourſe 1s 
little with the People, and their Truſt diſchar- 
ged by Charges to the Clergy ; admitting then 
It may be ſo, and that for this or other Reaſons - 
above the View perhaps of ordinary Capacities, 
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It 88 fit or el, that My Lords the Biſhops 
may. be Strangers to the Liturgy, Strangers to 
the Language of the People, and, the: People allo 
ſtrangers to, or uncapable ofunderſtanding the offi- 
ces they perform among them, or the Benedictions 
they are pleaſed to give them; yet I think it is al- 
lowed that this Privilege ſhould not be extend- 
ed to the inferior Orders, becaufe tis alledged 
at leaſt, © that it is a ſufficient Cauſe of Refuſal 
5 (when a Clerk is preſented to the Cure of 
* Souls in Wales) if he does not underſtand that 
6e Language „tho if the Reaſon of this Sancti- 
on be juſt, it is difficult to conceive, why it 
could ey hold with Regard. to Superiors as 

well as Inferiors, that hold themſelves engaged 
zo Miniſterial Offices; and yet even with regard 
unto the latter, it has not been unuſual with my 
Lords the Biſhops often to relax their Power, 
and. for the ſake of ſerving Friends, often to be 
revail'd. with to conſider more the Incumbent 

| than the People's Needs, by providing for the 
Maintenance of the. one, nat without manife{t 
Hazard of the Salvation of the other; and what 
hard Notions of a holy Father's paſtoral Con 
cern and Love for Souls, are People apt to en- 
tertain on ſuch Occaſions? How naturally are, 
they tempted to conclude, that their Paſtors are. 
not ſent to learn their Language, nor to mind. 
their Souls, and to believe uncharitably, contrary 
to St. Paul's Rule, that they ſeek not them, but 
7 5 their uu and not the Things of Chriſt Je- 

22 

But this we are perſuaded is a Hardſhip not 
intended by the Piety of our Government; for 
if ſo, why were the Scriptures, and why was 
the Liturgy tranſlated into Mel? Was it for 
the Uſe of thoſe who ether can't or will not 
| uſe them ? And again, while Things continue 
| thus 
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. 
thus with what. 1981 of Decency,; can we 
declaim againſt the Popiſþ Practice of reaching | 
Men it is neither neceſſary they ſhou'd read the 
Scriptures, nor underſtand their Prayers, when 
what amounts to ſo much the ſame thing, and 
is ſo like it, is practiced and allowed amongſt 
ourſelves, by aſſigning Paſtors or Incumbents 
that are unintelligible to their Congregations ? 
Abſurdities of this Kind are ( God be thank- 
ed) pretty well underſtood now in moſt other 
Places where the Reformation is receiv'd, for 
there are but few that think themſelves reform- 
ed, and continue ſtill to have the Service in a 
Tongue unknown : and were any of our mote 
knowing Neighbours(who (God be thanked) are 
not obliged in this reſpe& to be as unhappy as we 
are) but treated in this manner, with what Pati- 
ence would they bear it? Or how pleaſed would 
an Englih Congregation be, to have a French- 
man, a Dutchman, a Welſhman, a German, or any 
Man, officiate among them in a Language they 
did not underſtand? And it can't be thought 
but that it is as natural for us, as it is for them 
and others, to be better pleaſed to have the 
Benefit of the Publick Service in our own, than 
in any other Language; and tho' we are not 
ignorant of the Submiſſion that becomes, and 
have by Experience learn'd the Inconveniences 
and Diſcouragements that attend a conquer'd 
Language ; yet as Chriſtians, from our Brethren 
of the fame Church and Faith, we humbly hope 
there is that Compaſſion owing to us, to be al- 
lowed to ſerve God rationally, and this we can 
hardly be ſaid to do, when we mult join in a 
Service unintelligible. The Church our Mother, 
does in this reſpe& kindly give Indulgence even 
to the remoteſt and moſt Salvage Infidels, by 
pbliging all her Miſſionaries firſt themſelves to 
| karn 


444) 
learn the Language of thoſe they are ſent to 
_ addreſs themſelves unto; and it is manifeſtly 
abſurd to imagine they ſhould be able to do any 
thing to anſwer the Deſign they are ſent for, 
until they do ſo; nor can it therefore be ſuppo- 
ſed to be her Deſign, to be ſo unequal in her 
Favours, as to deny ſo common and fo juſt a 
Privilege to her own Children; a Hardſhip that 
is yet the more uncaſy to us, when we remem 
ber that we are entitled to the tender Cares and 
happy Inſtitutions of a Church, the moſt excel- 
| Tent and beſt reform'd, whoſe Principles can 
bear the Light, and dare to be underſtood, and 
are fitted (which is the Property of Truth) to 
raiſe Devotion, not by Ignorance, but Know- 
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ledge. | We 3 
Nay, the Church of Rome with all her groſs 
Abſurdities, and her Obligations to fayour Ig- 
norance and Blindneſs, to prevent the Diſcove- 
ry of her Frauds and Falſities, has, I think, not 
been ſo void of Shame, as by any Publick San- 
Kiions, to countenance ſo ill a Practice, as that 
of appointing Paſtors who ſhall not think them- 
ſelves obliged to be capable of converſing with, 
and teaching the People in their vulgar Lan- 
guage. Not indeed but that ſome Popes have 
been free enough to ſhew their Fondneſs and 
Partiality (which is every where ſo common) to 
their own Creatures, and have not been reſtrain- 
ed by ſhame nor Decency, with Regard to this 
or any other Matters, and therefore it muſt be 
owned, tho' they had no Warrant for :t, that 
they have long ago ſet Examples of giying away 
the beſt Preferments to their Favourites, even 
tho' they were very unfit and unqualified for 
them: So that in the beſt Biſhopricks and Bene- 
fes in Europe, unleſs the People underſtood 
dne Language of his Court-Friends, they were 
en | Wah 
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Barbarians to their ghoſtly Fathers, and their 
hoſtly Fathers were Barbariaus unto them. But 


— 


yet, as abſolute as the Popes then were, and as 


much as Ignorance was in Faſhion, the Conſe- 
quences of this Practice, and the Injur ies that 
Religion ſuffered by it, were ſo open and fra- 
grant, that they every where made the loudeſt 
Outcrys and Complaints againſt it; as in other 
Places, ſo in this Kingdom, without much De- 
ference either to his Holineſſes Authority or 
Infallibility, for his Choice of ſuch Paſtors; 
both the King and People charged him with 
the Deſolations of Religion: For thus one of 
our renowned Monarchs * Edward III. openly 
complains to Pope Clement V. of the great In- 
juries that the Church received in his Domi 
nions, by the Incroachments and Impoſitions 
of the Apoſtolick See, whillt the generous Be- 


nefactions (ſays the good King) which the 


Piety of our Forefathers endowed our Churches 
with, were diſpoſed of faithfully and as they 
ought to be, to well qualified and worthy Pa- 


ſtors, who reſided upon their Cures, and taughe 
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Digne recolenda prioritas— ipſas Eccleſias] amplis dota- 


vit poſſeſſionibus—ponens in iis miniſtros idoneos. qui fidem 
Catholicam in ſubjectis ſibi linguis & populis feliciter perege- 
runt, per quorum curam & ſollicitudinem vinea domini ſab- 


baoth in cultu & trutu ibidem mirifice fæcundavit; ſed 


quid dolendum eft ipſius vincz propagines degenerant in la- 


bruſcas, & exterminant illam apri de iylya—Dum per im poſi- 


tiones & proviſiones ſedis a poſtolicæ, (quæ ſolito gravius inſo- 
leſcunt) ipſius peculium, (contra piam voluntatem & ordina- 
tionem donatorum) manus occupant indignorum, & ejus dig- 
nitates & beneficia conferuntur pinguia perſonis alienigenis, - 
Qui non reſident in dictis beneficiis, & vultus commiſhorum 
iis pecorum non agnoſcunt, ſed animarum cura negletta velut 
mercenarii ſolummodo Temporalia lucra quætunt. Walling, 
in Edw. 3. p. 161. | 
| „ 0 as the 


AA 


e be OO 
the People in their own Language; Piety and 
Religion was then flouriſhin 8 and in a thriving 
State. But now, alas, to our Sorrow, we ſee 
Impiety and Itreligion proſper, and the Reaſon 
15, becauſe: that the Inheritance of the Church 
is pervetteds and (contrary. to the pious Inten- 

tions of thoſe that gave it) profuſely ſquander d 
away among the Uſeleſs and Unworthy, and to 
ſuch Foreigners and Strangers, as neither think 
ob Reſidence, nor of being acquainted with the 
People, nor of being concern'd how to ſave 
their Souls, but like wretched Hirelings how to 
get their Money.  _*. a el 5H 

Again, the Lords and Commons join'd in a 
Remonſrance of the ſame Kind, to Innocent 
IV. at the Council of Lyons, complaining that 
Italiaus and other Foreigners, did poſſeſs them- 
ſelves of the beſt Preferments in England, and 

did nothing for them; that they only minded 
their Profits; and took no Care of their Flocks. 

Thus very ſenſibly concerned and troubled 
was the whole Kingdom, when it was the Caſe 
in general to have ſo many Clergy, that neither 
cared to be acquainted with our Language, nor 
to reſide among us; and if it was then thought 
a Grievance, and not to be endured in the 
darkeſt Times of Popery, is it a Practice that 
can be now allowed of? or is it ſuch as does be- 
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proceres & populus Angliæ querelas per procuratorem 
ſuum, coram Innocentio quarto in Concilio Lugdunenſi pro- 
poſuerunt his verbis, ſcil. Jam ditantur in Anglia Italici,— 
nullam curam animarum gerentes, ſed lupos rapaciſſimos 
gregem diſpergere, & oves rapere permittentes. Unde vere 
dicere poſſumus, quid non ſunt boni paſtores, quoniam oves 
ſuas non cognoſcunt, nec paſtorum notitiam oves habent, hoſ- 
pitalitati Eleemoſynarumq; largitioni, ſicut ſtatutum eft in 
Anglia, non inſiſtunt, ſed fructus tantum percipiunt, extra 

regna aſportantes, C . Mas. Paris, 1647. A. D. 1245. 
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come the Light and Purity of the Ra 
tion? But alas, ſo it muſt be, and how odd- 
jy ſoever it may ſound in other Parts, that 
the People ſhouſd be obliged to have Recourſe 


to the Lips of thoſe for Knowledge and the Lau, 


whom they can't underſtand, yet it may be 
fear d it is ſtill what in ſome places ur muſt 
fubmit to; our Caſe is the reverſe of moſt 
others, and we have little Proſpect of Re- 
dreſs, till we can forget our own, and be ſo 
induſtrious as to learn a happier Language. Un- 
leſs it leaſe. God that ſuch as are concerned 
fhould in the mean time themſelves remember 
the Obligations they are under to adapt them- 
felves to the Capacities of thoſe they have the 
Care of, and that to be intelligible eren to the 
meaneſt of thoſe © for whoſe” Souls they are 
to account with the great God, is a Conde 
fcenſion that is not below them; and that to learn 
the Language of the People in order to perform 
the Offices of their Miniſtry, as they have enga- 
ved to do, is the jeaſt they ought to aim at. 
Beſides, by ſo doing they will not only do what 


is abſolutely neceſſary to make their Miniſtry 


uſeful, but withal conciliate the good Opinion 
and Affection of their People, by removing that 


Prejudice, or at leaſt Strangeneſs which all Men 


ſeem to have hk thoſe whoſe Speech and Lan- 
vaage they are not acquainted with; and ſurely 
this is a Labour not unworthy of thoſe, who 
know that they are in a Station, not of Indo- 
tence and Eaſe, but of Vigilance and Induftry ; : 
and that when we have done all that Induſtry 
and Application can do, alas! we are inſufficient, 


and come ſhort of what is required; and ſhould. 


tremble at the Thoughts of the Account that 

muſt be given by us. 
But again, among the other Evils, or Incon- 
veniencies at leaſt, that are occaſion'd by the 
88 foregoing 
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egoing Practice, one is, that commonly Men 
can't be ſo naturally diſpoſed, either to Con- 
verſe with, or Reſide among thoſe, whoſe Lan 
guage they are not acquainted with, and this is 


another of thoſe Cauſes that have, I think, con- 


tributed to the Deſolation of our Religion, 1 
mean Non-Refidence. „„ 

Father Paul tells us of one Bernardus Dias in 
the Council of Trent, that complain d againſt 
Cardinal Rido, Biſhop of Vicenza, that he ne- 


ver ſaw his Biſhoprick, and that he knew but 


little, or nothing of it, beſides the Rents and 
Profits that he received from it, and therefore 
that the State of Religion there was in ſuch diſ- 
order, as that it was manifeſt to all Men, that 
that Biſhoprick ſtood in need rather of an Apo- 
ſtle than a Biſhop to reform it; this he ſeems to 
inſinuate to be the Conſequence of his Neglect 
and Non-reſidence, of his being more a Courti- 
er than a Biſhop, and devoted more to Poli- 
ticks. than his Function or his Dioceſe. And 
now, tho' (God be praiſed) the State of the 
Church may not be altogether ſo bad in Wale, 
as at Vicenza, yet Ithink it can't be diſſembled, 
but that it has extremely ſuffer'd upon the ſame 
account, and that our Biſhopricks, as well as in- 
feriour Cures, being ſo reduc'd, have often 
ſeem'd to fall ſo low in the Opinion of thoſe 
that have them, as to be ſcarce thought worth 
the looking after. 3 

Tis true indeed, this is what we very natural- 
ly might have expected from the Account given 
us of the Management of them at the Reforma- 


tion. © That in all the vacant Sees there 


« were a great many of their bet Lands taken 
“ from them, and ſnatched up by every hun- 
* gry Courtier. So that the Sees that were be- 
« fore ſo profuſely enrich'd, were brought ſo 
| 5 FE low, 
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cc low, as that it was ſcarce poffible for the Bis 
„ ſhops to ſubſilt npon them.” And ſince thete 
are fome Sees thus reduc'd in their Revennes, it 
is not then ſo ſttange they fall in the Reg ard ot 
thoſe that have them, and looſe the Benefit of 
their Reſidence; nay perhaps, and ſometimes 
find no better Treatment than Vicenza, and 
hae not once the Pleaſure of ſeeing the Dioce 
ſan. But how far ſoebet this may be the Fate 
of others, we muſt acknowledge it in this Re- 
ſpect to the Favour of out Worthy Biſnop we 
are not ſo unhappy ; and that tho we can ſo ill 
Accommodate him, he is content to Rent a Ha- 
bitation to Reſide among us. 
However the Inconveniencies of Reſidence 
in theſe deſolate Places being thus diſcoura- 
ing, we are not always to impute it to their 
Lora p's Choice, but to their Neceſſities, that 
they are ſo commonly oblig'd to make us thus 
unhappy, for ſince their Biſhopricks afford nei 
ther proper Habitations for them to live in, nor 
Competent and Juſt Revennesfor to live upon, 
they may be well excuſed if they hold them, 
with what Rectories or Dignities they have in 
other Dioceſes; tho' it ſhou'd be wifſffd, that 
what Commendams are allow'd them, were al- 
ways in their own; for ſeeing that in the pre- 
ſent State of Things, not only the Service of 
the Publick, and the Parliament, but their fo- 
reign Cures and Dignities will require ſo much 
ol their Attendance, it cannot be expected 
they ſhould. be much at leiſure to attend their 
Dioceſes. And now, if upon thele Accounts, 
The Difficulties which their Lordſhips labour 
under ought to move Compaſſion, how much 
more Compaſſion is there due for the Deſolati- 
ons which our Religion, and forſaken Churches 
do ſuſtain thereby. | 
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"How. well for üs would it then be, "if their 


FEordihips were not obliged,to their Regret (no 
doubt) at well as; our Misfortune,. to be ſo 
= much Strangers in their Dioceſes, and that they 
L were:fayoured with Revennes ſufficient to ſup- 
Fort them, without being forced from home ro 
multiply Preterments to maintain their Digni- 
ty, for this wenld be a means to raiſe them a- 
bove their unbecoming Condeſcent ions of ſhift- 
being Biſhops, to. become Parochial Prieſts.in 
other Dioceſes; à Practice ſure that does not 
well ſeem to comport either with the Canons 
or. Diſcipline of the Church, and an irregular 
kind of Plurality, that (as a late Learned Advocate 


of Plurglities, does acknowledge, ) can be very 


„ # 


ill defended, the he was one of WHoſe good Af- 
fections to the Clergy, and their Intẽreſts, there 
r 
Again, if this were done, and that our poor- 
er Biſhopricks were happily reſtor'd'ro 2 ſuffici- 
cient Competency, this, no doubt of it wou'd 
remedy; that Uneaſinefs that is ſo much obſer- 
ved to follow the inferior Sees, and be a Means 
toSilence or prevent ſuch invidious (a) Remarks 
as ſome have long ſince made in theſe Parts, 
that they are only accepted of by way of Ear- 
neſt or Inſurance to ſome better Biſhoprick. 
And, Laſtly, as ſuch a Proviſion would be a 
— mmmmmmmmn—_ — ——ꝛł —Ü:— 
(a) It is the Character given in particular of the Memora- 
rable Biſhop Bernard, who' ſo impaticatly waited for a Re- 
move to ſome Richer Biſhoprick. l A 
De curia exierat. ——— Ad Anglicanas opulentias, per 
tranſlationem ſemper anhelans (quo morbo laborant fere tiu- 
gull * finidus huc intrun Cc. Girald. Irixer. Camb. 
. 2. C. N. . r 
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reaſonable Foundation for Cöntentment; ſo 


wouldiit happily give them leiſure duly to at- 
tend upon, and feed the Flocke, to ubich th Ho 
ty Ghoſt har made them Overſeers; and fo free 
them from their many Avocations, as that they 


might with their own Eyes and Ears, hear and 


fee what was amis, and in time remedy of pro- 
vide on it. And then how readily might 
their Clergy have the Opportunity of 'wai- 
ting on them for their Aﬀiſtance, or Advice, as 


Occaſion ſhould require; without the Trouble 


and Expences of running after them, ſometimes 
from one end bf the Kingdom to the other. 
. "Theſe, and many others are the Advantages 
that would attend the Reſidence of our Right 


Reverend Fathers among us. Beſides it would 


give ſome check to the exceffive Liberty that 


ſake their Cares.. A Liberty that has, with- 


dut Controverſy, help'd on to the Deſolati- 
tion of Religion alſo. For tho' it be allowed; 
that our Livings (having undergone much the 
ſame Fate with our Biſhoprieks) are moſt of 
them ſuch as will ſcarce admit of proper Reſi- 
dence, either becauſe there is no Houſe for the 


Incumbent to live in, or juſt Subſiſtence to live 


upon, (in which Cafe it is not teaſonableto expect 
it) yet {till there are Some (it miift be own'd) 
that have their juſt Endowments; but are 
perhaps no better ſerved, nor taken care of than 
thoſe that have not, as being held (like Sine- 
cures, by thoſe that rarely viſit them) with 
Chaplainſhips abroad; or perhaps with ſome 
Reader, or Curate's Place, in, or about Ton- 
don ; or ſome other agreeable Town where they 
chooſe to ſeek, or to enjoy their Fortunes. This 
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it ſeems has been a Practice alſo of fome ſtanding 
in Males, and long ſince ſeverely enoughicenſured 
by a Learned Author, who was himſelf a Wit- 
neſs to che Injuries that Religion ſuffer d by it. 
His; Words are, (a) Omnia fere opima Sacerdotia 
totius Cambriæ ab illis poſſideutur qui non in 
Cambria ſed in aliis regni partibus, vitam de- 
gunt, quorum quidem ſunt in religione tepidi, qui- 
dem boni Socii, & quidem fuo ſenſu Evangelici Fer- 
ventes, hi nec; animas neq; corpora. paſcunt mo- 
do ipfitlanam habeant, id eſt ſuos redditus ſtatis tem- 
poribus domi ſibi ſolutos nihil omnino de ovibus ſunt 
ſolliciti, que interim in arduis Cambriæ montibus 
diſperſe & palantes ſpiritualis cibi inedia pereunt. 
Annot D. Powel in Cap. 2dum Eiraldi Itin., Cam- 
Theſe are very hard Strictures, but what 
room there is ſtill for them, I leave to thoſe 
Shepherdleſs Flocks that ſtray upon the Moun- 
tains themſelves to judge of. However Truth 
requires, that it be acknowledg'd, that not on- 
1y Strangers who get Preferments here, but that 
the Natives alſo allow themſelves the ſame Li- 
berty, that is commonly when they get a good 
Benefice, either to go to London to watch the 
Opportunities of getting another, ox elſe to retire 
to ſome other agreeable place to ſpend it. So ve- 
ry fond are we of gratifying our irregular De- 
ſires, and to allow our ſelves the Practice of 
what ſtands ſo much condemned by Laws and 
Canons, and by the private Senſe of all good 
een, qm,, „ 
For tho' Pluralities, as the Cafe now ſtands 
in this Kingdom, be neceſſarily to bealloged of, 
becaule there are ſo many Livings that arc ſin- 
gly inſufficient ſor a Maintenance, and conſe- 
quently that conſtant Reſidence upon every 55 
| 7 nefice 
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Cay 
nefice cannot be expected. However it , E 
_ think, ſtill acknowledg d of all Hands, that thoſe 
Pluraliſts ought to be commonly reſident upon 
one or other of their Cures, and not remote 


from all of them, and w liere they have no Buſi- 


neſs. And, again, as a Learned Advocate of 


theirs. contends, that (a) the Pariſh' here the 


Pluraliſt does not reſide in, be well provided for 


in Sacris : Punctually ſupply'd in al-the Offices 


of Religion, ard the Curate allow d at leaſt 


a third part of the Revenues of the Church, tho 


it be never ſo well Endowed. And that the Dio- 
ceſan take care to oblige him to it. Such it 


ſeems was the Care taken long before the Re- 


formation in this Kingdom, to provide againſt 
the Evils of Non-reſidence, and were there 
now but a Regard had to theſe Meaſures, were 


either the Incumbent himſelf, or ſome other ſuf- 


ficient Prieſt ſtill Reſident in his Place, with an 
Allowance, as the Canon required, of the Third 


Part of the Profits of the Church, Pluralities; 


ly complain d o. 11 7 
But were they well weigh 'd ſurely the Sanctions 
of all Chriſtians of all Denominations, Reform d; 


would be leſs envy d, and Non- Reſidence as rare- 


and Unreform'd, Ecceſiaſtical and Civih and 
3. 39 * 4 2 | ; 7 5 2 1 27 : . 13 
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; 4 4 „ nere, ws : 
(a.) Vid. Defence of Pluralities, Ne 114. | 


Provideant Dioceſani ut ſemper: apud Eccleaſiam reſideat 
aliquis qui de animarum cura fit ſollicitus, 4. p. 116. Again 
de tertia parte decimarum ninjl-Presbytero-qui ſervit Eccleſiæ 


auferatur; Jb. p. 109. ubi citat. conc. Angl, J. 2. 5. 22. 


Cate the TY | 
(b) Communis juris regula onus honorem ſequi, debeat & 
gui in agro domini non laborat ex Mius agri fruttibus non 
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the Remonſtrances and Rebukes of ſo many 
Learned and Pious Men (other Motives laid a- 
ſide) might render this Practice ſomething leſs 
common and faſhionable than t is. For the 
Senſe of the Church of Rome concerning it, we 
need look no further than the Council of Trent; 
of which it muſt be ond, how Erroneous ſoe- 
ver it has been in other Matters, it was certain- 
ly in the right in this Particular; namely, in 
Reviving and Ratifying the ancient Canons a- 
gainſt Non-reſidence; for whatever were their 
Views for the doing of it, it cannot be denied 
to have been for the Service of Religion, and 
that they acted as it became a Chriſtian Council, 
to provide againſt the Scandal and Neglect of 
thoſe who deſerted their Flocks. And that their 
Decrees in this reſpect bore the Character and 
Impartiality of a juſt Law, as not allowing of any 
unbecoming Indulgence to themſelves as Bi- 
ſhops, more than to the inferior Clergy, foraſ- 
much as it was Decreed, that every Biſhop who 
was ſix Months abſent from his Biſhoprick, of 
what Title or Preeminence ſoever he ſhould be, 
he ſhould “ forfeit a fourth part of the Re- 
* yenues of it, and if ſix Months more, ano- 
F ther Fourth, and the Contumacy inerea- 
* ſing, the Metropolitan was to inform the 
«Pope againſt him, that he might inflict ſome 
„ {everer Puniſhment, or remove him from his 
c RBiſhoprick, and place a better in his room.” 
Having taken this Care of themſelves, it was no 
jeſs Juſt than Reaſonable to extend that Obli- 
gation, more eſpecially to all Parochial Incum- 
bents, and to veſt their Ordinaries with a Pow- 
er toc ompel them to it, and to Controul and A- 
brogate every Privilege to the contrary. In do- 
ing thus their Endeavours ſurely were very com- 
mendable to remove the Scandals “ ws to 
| | 8 190 eli 
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Religion by thoſe (as they camplaind-who 
only ſtudy d to get the beſt Benefices to live 
« jn Pleaſure, and who diſdained the Eccleſiaſti- 
* cal Miniſtry, and turned it over to be the 
«© Buſineſs of the Poor, whom they took care to 
« keep fo by their mean and ſordid Allowance 
. to them.“ This then is the declared Senſe of 
the Church of Rome of this Evil. 

Nor ſhall we find it has any Regards more fa⸗ 
vourable given it by the Reformed in any pub+ 
lick Sanctions, (tho I think it can t be ſaid that 


we have ſuch ſevere Penalties againſt it) how= 


ever we find it was betimes complain 'd of by 
the Houſe of Commons in H. the 8:h's Time, e- 
ſpecially with regard to the inferior Clergy. 


That ſuch as had the beſt Benefices generally 


* did nothing, and that their Curates, who did 
cc all the Buſineſs had but poor Allowances ; 
* that the People, tho! they were thus neglect- 
* ed, were yet obliged to pay their Tyths un- 
te to the utmoſt; that is, not to a reſiding Mi- 
cc niſter to ſupport him in Hoſpitality and Cha- 
c rity, and to encourage him for his Labours, 
© but to the Non- reſident, who commonly li- 
« ved at Court, or ſome Nobleman, or Biſhop's 
„% Patace, where he did little but conſult his 
« Pleaſure.” But for a Remedyta this Evil, an 

Act was made for the Reſtriction of Pluralities 
with Care of Souls, to two or three at moſt, and 
that alſo with "a wholſome Proviſion that obli- 
ged rhe Pluraliſt to be ſome part of every Year, 
| at leaſt two Months Reſident upon each of his 
Cures, upon the Pain of forfeiting ten Pounds 
per Menſem for their Omiſſion. Again, it was re- 
quired farther In. the King's (a) Injunction, 
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„ That every Beneficed Perſon that had twen- 
„e ty Pounds per Annum, or above, and did not 
cc reſide, was Yearly to diſtribute: the fortieth 
© part of his Benefice to the Poor of his, Pa- 
* riſh.” „„ FFF | 
And as Her. the 8th was thus careful for the 
due Attendance of the inferior Clergy on their 
reſpective Cures, ſo that moſt hopeful Prince his 
Son made it one of his (a) Injunctions to my 
Lords the Biſhops, that they ſhonld Preach at leait 
Four times in their Dioceſes Yearly, unleſs they 
had a reaſonable Excuſe for their Omiſſion. 
And by the (Y) 2oth Article of the intended 
Body of the Eccleſiaſtical Laws, it was pro- 
vided that they ſhould not at all be abſent from 
their Dioceſes, but upon ſome very publick and 
urgent Occaſion. Nay, and after him, even 
Q. Mary in the Times of Popery, as the ſame 
(c) Hiſtorian tells us, did ſet her ſelf effectually 
to root out theſe Abuſes; and therefore (as 
that Learned Author well obſerves) © that 
© they ſhould be ſtill found among Proteſtants, 
c ànd in ſo Reformed a Church as ours, is 4 
«© Scandal that may juſtly make us bluſh. For 
“ if Mei had (es he ſpeaks again) a juſt Notion 
<'of this Holy Function, and a right Senſe of 
te jt before they were initiated into it; then 
< thoſe ſcandalous Abuſ 5 Non=reſidence, &c. 
and the hiring ont nis jacred Truſt to piti- 
< ful Mercenaftes at the cheapeſt Rates, would 
© ſoon fall off; theſe are things of ſo crying a na- 
cc ture, that, no wonder, if the Wrath of Godis 
< ready to break out upon us for them, theſe are 
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c abs that even the Church: of Shani all 
ce her Impudence is aſhamed. of, and are at this 
„Day generally diſcountenansed all France, o- 
«yer ” and tho', purged out of ſome Churches 
<« of the Roman Communion, yet are they not 
ce thoroughly purged out from among us, not- 


cc withſtanding all the Noiſe we have made a- 


bout Reformation in matters much leſs diſ- 
« putable, and of far leſs Conſequence: So 
chen, tho' it ſeems to have been the good Inten- 
tion of our pious Reformers to prevent the Scan- 
dal of Non- reſidence, yet is it acknowledged that 
their Endeavours have been ineffectual; Nays 
and it ſcems that their good Sanctions were even 
from the beginning ſo far neglected, as to give 
no ſmall offence to ſuch as had a juſt concern for 
the Succeſs and Credit of the Reformation: For 
thus in particular we find that Good (a) Biſhop 
and faithful Martyr Latimer, in his honeſt and 
plain Style, ſetting forth the Miſchief of this 


Practice. While they, (the. Non-reſidents, ſays 


te he) controul it in great Towns and about 
Court, who is it that controuls the Devil at 
c Home in their Pariſhes; whether .they reſide 
or not, the Devil is not wanting on his part, 
cc he is never from his Cure, he is never unoc- 
< cupied, he is ever in his Pariſh, and he keeps 
« Reſidence at all times; he ever applies his 
ce Buſineſs, he is never idle his Office is to 
© hinder Religion oh that Prelates (ſuch I 
<« ſuppoſe, he means as take the Cure of Souls) 
ce — be as diligent to ſow the Corn of 
c good Doctrine, as Satan is to ſow his Cockle 
5 and Darnel—-the Deyil i 1 no o unpreaching 
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cc ptelate; he is no lordly Loiterer from his 
Cure; he ſtill applys his Buſineſs If you 
"0 © will not learn of God not good Men, learn 
iligence in your Buſineſs even of the De- 

oy 4 ad Erubeſcentiam veſtram dito. So far 
that primitive and good Biſhop; and to thig 
might be added the Senſe of divers others, if 
there were Occafion or any Need of malciply- 
ing Teſtimonies in a Caſe ſo plain. 
But as this ill Practice is every where more or 
leſs the Occafion of Inconvenience or Diſorder, 
it is more eſpecially ſo to us, becauſe that ſo 
many of our Churches are impoveriſhed, we are 
Therefore the more ſenſible of the Damage we 
ſuſtain by the Abſence of thoſe few richer In- 
cumbents which may be able, and do not do 
thoſe good Offices which they can arid ought to 
do among us; and fo by this Means it is plain 
They reduce thoſe Livings that were well endow- 
ed, to a Level with thoſe that are not; for 
what matters it who is Rector, an Impropria- 
tor, or Non-refident Eccleſiaſtick, as to the 
Edification'or Benefit of the People ? Or what 
avails it the Curate, who is Patron, the one or 
the other, while they ſo far agree as to be equal- 
Jy ſordid in their Spend and Allowances? For 
inſtance, if it be conſider'd that in a certain Di- 
ſtrict or County in this Dioceſe, where there 
are about Eighty ſix or Seven Pariſhes, of 
which there are at leaſt Eighty of them that have 
been long ſince impropriated, and conſequent- 
Iz are all "of them (excepting a very few endow- 
ed Vicarages) become mean Curacies that have 
ſmall and arbitrary, or perhaps no ſettled Sti- 
pends; and if at the ſame time the Six or Seven 
Churches that remain Re&oriat, ſhall have but 
fearce one or two Incumbents chat are reſident; it 


imparts but little {urely that they are not all im- 
pro- 


Met tm“ / = 
propriated, ſince the Profits are carry d offand the 

Paſtoral Care both in the one and in the other; 
ſeft to be the Buſineſs of any one; that is, per- 


; 7 of the cheapeſt that can be retain d. But 


c {te them willing enough to cloath themſelves 


* 


I have, I fear, dwelt too long on this invidi- 
ous Subject; however I comfort my ſelf with 
this Reflection, chat it can ſcarce offend any buy 
ſuch as are wanting to their Duty and too in- 
dulgent in an ill Practice, which: to uſe the 
Words of a learned Prelate, “ gives even good 
e People ill Impreſſtons of theit Shepherds, to 


* with the Wooll, and yet think little of feeds 
« ing their Flocks? And of the other hand, 

ow mult it gratify ill Men, and furniſh them 
with Matter of Reproach to vilify the Clergy. 
when they have the Pleaſure to ſee that they 
make themſelves little, by neglecting the Flocks 
committed to their Charge, for no better Reaſons 
than to adorn ſome great Man's Retinue, to 
live in Idleneſs, or about Court to ſollicit mare 
FFF C 
But to proceed, as it is generally ſeen that 


one Evil is productive of another, ſo in this 


Caſe the Non-refidence of thoſe that ought to 
ſerve their own Cures, brings on the Neceflity 
of ordaining others that may be probably worſe 
qualify'd to be ſubſtitured in their Room ; and 
tho" it be very true that it may be hard to find 
out any that deſerve leſs than is here allow 'd 
them, yet I think it can't be deny'd, but that 
when Perſons very meanly quality'd' find too 
eaſy an Acceſs to be ordain'd, it may be juſtly 
reckon'd among Thoſe: Cauſes that are highly 
prejudicial to Religion. For ſeeing the Prieſt- 
hood is a Function of that Dignity and Conſe- 
quence, and of the laſt Importance to Man's 
Happineſs, it is certainly therefore a Profeffion 


not unworthy to be the Buſ neſs of thoſe who 
are the moſt 'diſtinguiſhing for their Dig gnity, 
their Knowledge, and their Vertue, ſince both 
our Reaſon and our Bible may convince us that 
neither the Firſt-born, nor the moſt accompliſh- 
ed, can either be too Good or too Great to be 
the Miniſters of God; and yet as if the Service 
of him that made us, and the Happineſs that 
he can give us, were to be deſpis d; ſo it is, 
what Profeſſion is there that is ſo perſecuted 
with Diſcouragements and Contempt as this is? 
Among the unhappy Incidents that have con- 
eurr d to render it ſo, as the want of a ſuitable, 
Encouragement to thoſe that undertake it, is 
the moſt obvious, ſo it is not to be douhted 
but that the ordaining of Perſons that are them 
ſelves contemptible, has an apparent T endency 
to derive Contempt on their Profeſſion ; and 
therefore when any little 4 b c darian School 
Maſter, a Gentleman 5 Butler, 2 Mountebank, or 
what not, ſhall be ſo cheaply admitted to com- 
mence Clerks, on the prevailing Merit only per- 
haps of ſome potent Impropriators Recommen- 
dation, who may be ſolicitous for a cheap Chap- 
lain, or ſo to pack off an uſeleſs Servant. Upo 
this View, what Temptation can it be to Men of 
any Worth to rank themſelves in ſuchCompany? 
Or what Encouragement does it give to others, 
to be at the Trouble and Expence of a proper 
Education in Schools and Univerſi ities, to' be 
_ qualify'd for a Function that i is ſo often proſti- 
tuted to ſo little Merit? And then to improve 
this Scandal, ſome Conſiderations there are allo 
that unhappily ſucceed often to recommend ſuch 
Clerks before their Betters to ſome kind of Pa- 
trons. Tho, I hope they don't deſerve ſuch very 
rigid Strictures, as one of our Learned Country- 
men gives them: His Words a * Sat is a 
AY ne Tub 
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Juntzque jam inalium uſum convertuntur uſum aut in 
Geueroſorum quorundam manibus ſunt, — & eorum 
votu & Devotione mutis conferuntur canibus qui la- 
trare uc ſciunt & malunt potius abtores eſſe in Fa- 


bula pro exigud quam Spettatores pro nihilo. An- | 


not. D. Powel. in Cap. 2. Giraldi Itin. Cambr. 
And moreover, if I may borrow. another Pe- 
riod or two, from this Worthy Gentleman, he 
therein ſuggeſts another Source of Impiety to 
ariſe from the Abuſe or Miſmanagement of 
the Eccleſiaſtical: Juriſdiction; for he adds, 
That (a) Tam in Dactrinæ penuria, quam in diſe 
ciplinæ executione eſt) in Cambria) Defectus,.— 0 
Publicæ pænitentiæ redemptio pecuniaria (quam Com- 
mutationem vocunt) uſurpata abijs qui Pecuniæ ma- 
gi quam pietati ſtudent, impuros mores & omnem Ui- 
te turpitudinem inducit. Tis true, that ill Practice 
that is here moſt expreſly complain d of, is not a 
Misfortune that we are ſingular in, it may perhaps 
be as much a Grievance in ſome other places as it 


is here, foraſmuch as that it is acknowledged te 


have been at leaſt ſome Blemiſh in general to ur 
Conſtitution; that () Eccleaſtical Courts uere not 


put in the Hands of the Biſhop or the Clergy, But | 


put over to thoſe —Where too often Fees are more 


ſtricily looł d after than the Correction of Manners, 


&c. And yet tho' it is not to be doubted, 
but that there are in many Places Worthy Per- 
ſons in Power, who labour to vindicate the Con- 
ſiſtory from theſe ſevere Imputations; yet if in- 
ſtead of faithfully diſcharging the Truſt they 
have received in their own-Perſons, they ſhall 


delegate the ſame to others, upon the Conſide- 
ration, not of their Merits or Abilities, but of 


— 
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(a) Aunot. D. Poel in Cap. 4. Deſcripte. Cambr. Gi- 


rad, (6) Biſhop Hurnet. | 
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(6) 

the Rents or Revenues they ſhall pay for it ; ups 
on this View it may probably be allow'd to be 
too too natural to ſuppoſe that the Conſiderati- 

ons of Ways and Means to anſwer their Returns, 
may appear to Men o this kind of more Impor- 
tance than the Reformation of Manners. And 
whae Corruptions, what Diſorders. ate hereby 
decaſion d, it behoves thoſe to conſider who 


ave moſt: concern'd; uu 
Theſe, I think, are Practices prejudicial to 
Religion, bur yet it muſtbe/own'd, that they 
are ſuch as: may be cur'd with little Difficulty; 
as being generally the Reſult. of Neglects or 
Mifmanagemenrt, and rather the Abuſes and 
Corruption,” than the Faults of our Conſtitu- 
tion, and ſuch as we hope, in a great meaſure, 
may,” and will in time be remedy d here by the 
Preſence and Authority of our Good Dioceſan. 
In Imitation of the Venerable Biſhop Bedel, his 
Lordſhip will, we doubt not, gratify and oblige 
the People, by order ing both the Service and 
Sermons, to be in the vulgar Language, as there 
is decaſion, and ſo, as to be uſeful to the Majo 
rity, who ate ſo often neglected by way of 
Complement to the Gentleman in the Congre- 
ation. He may again recal the wandering Pa- 
ſtors to their forſaken Flocks, and-his Officers to 
their reſpective Truſt and Charge. And even 
by theſe Regulations, how many Scandals wou'd 
there be remov'd, and how many real Advan- 
tages would there accrew unto Religion? Hap- 
py, happy were it for us, might we be as caſtly 
reliev'd in reſpe& to what comes next to be con- 
fider'd. I mean in the Caſe of the Maintenance 
of rhe Clergy, in ſo. many Pariſhes that are im- 
propriated, the Defects of which is, without 
doubt, the main and chief Cauſe, both of the 
Decay of Religion, and of the Ruins of ſo ma- 
Eh e COT Ts, 7 
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Religion, occaſion'd by the Alienation of the 


Endowments of Parochial Churches, and up- 
on the Account of the very inſufficient — 
 Fenance that fs nom allows Phe 9 m__ 


Ir Wait arbady a appear A Reli; gion bes 
ſuffer'd fo much, t 17 the Tubes and 


ON with all its many ill Effects do proceed 
from their being deprivd of chat juſt 


Maifichares: that ought to be allow d ther 


What I now purpoſe is, to ſhew, how general 
n Ali enation there has been made of the En- 
Totes of our  Parochial Churches, which 
ought to have ſtill remain'd (or at leaſt ſome 
ſufficient Proviſion in Lieu thereof) for the con- 
ſtant Maintenance of the Parochial Clergy. 

Nov theſe Alienations, under their ks 
Denominations, are to be conſider'd, either as 
Sine Cures, or Rectories exempted from the 
Cure of the Souls, or Appropriatians, or Im- 
propriations, but in effect, I think they amount 
to much the ſame thing, and imply an Alienati- 
on of the Miniſterial Wages from the uſe of 
thoſe who do the Duty to ſome other Uſes. 

Of the firſt of theſe it is indeed ſappoled 
that in their Primary Inſtitution they were in- 
tended for the — of thoſe Parochial "0 

who 


ontempt of the Clergy, and thar that Con- 
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who had well'deſery'd for thetr Services to Re- 
ligion, after they ſhould be diſable d, paſt their 
Labour, and reduc'd to Indigence. But if they 
were ſo intended, it will not I ſuppoſe be ſaid, 
that they are often ſo apply d at preſent. And | 
tho'it be allow'd that all due Care ſhou'd be taken 
for rewarding Merit; yet it does not ſeem to 
be ſo agreeable to Equity or Fuſtice, to do it 
in ſuch a manner, as to uſe thoſe Prieſts ſo 
hardly, who do the preſent Duty; or that he 
who has the Sine Cure, and ſhall do nothing for 
it; ſhall have no leſs than 80 or 90 J. per Annum, 
while no more than Nine or Ten ſhall be reſer- 
ved for the labouring Incumbent. 
But as the Number of thoſe odd Endowmeties 
can no where be ſo ill ſpared, ſo. does it appear 
that they are ho where. more com mon than in 
MHales; and. do, I fear, owe their Original In- 
ſtitution not altogether to the foremention'd 
pious Purpoſes, but to the Early Incroachments 
of ſome pretended Patriots, the moſt Powerful 
Perſons i in their Pariſhes, who (according to an 
ancient Cuſtom formerly prevailing here) were 
choſen Gardians to thoſe Churches, and veſted 
with the Tythes and Profits that belong'd unto 
them, the better (as pretended) to preſerve 
them, for the Benefit of the Incumbents. But 
an * Hiſtorian tells us, they egregiouſly abus d 
that Truſt, and inſtead of guarding of the 
Wiebr⸗ for #hoſe © to whom in Aae te be- 
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* 'Ufus enim inolevit, & prava conſuetudo, ut viri in pa- 
rochia potentes, 2. tanquam Oeconomi, ſeu pot ius Eccle- 
fixrum Vatroni & Defenſores, a Clero Confſtituti ; Poſtea 

roceſſu temporis aucta cupidine, totum ſihi jus uſurparunt 

olum altaria, cum decimis & obventionibus clero relinquen- 
tes, & bæc ipſa, filis ſais Clericis & cognatis aſſignantes. 
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belong'd, they either ſeiz d upon them to their 
own. uſe, or gave them away as Sme-Cures to 
their Children, or Kinſmen, exempted from 
the Obligation of any Service; whilſt thoſe who. 
had the Cure of Souls, were tö be contented 
with what .the other thought not worth the 
Gathering, that 1s, with Privy Tythes, Altarage 
and Obventions, and. this, where there are 
Sine-Cures, ſeems to be the Condition of them 

to this Day. So that in effect they only Serve "= 
to increaſe the number of the Altenations of 1 
Parochial Endowments, or to multiply our Im- 
propriations, and Appropriations which are by 
long Experience found to have been ſo Scandalous 
and Fatal to Religion, as will be further mani- 
feſt, when the number of them; and the Al- 
lowances reſerv d out of them to keep up Divine 
Service, ſhall be a little more Particularly con- < 
ſider d. 8 A Ty HET TOs OI a b 1 
The Dioceſe of St. Davids is, I think, next 
to Lincoln the largeſt as to its Extent in the Pro- 
vince of Canterbury, tho' Inferior to many in 
the number of Pariſhes and, Inhabitants... Ie 
contains about half Zales, as having the Counties, 
of Pembroke, Caermarthen, Cardigan, Brecon, and 
all Radnor, excepting Six Pariſhes, within its 
Limits, together with a Conſiderable part of 
Glamorgan-Shire and many Pariſhes in the 

Countys of Herefard and Montgomery. But in 
this vaſt Tract of Land, the number of Pariſhes 
by the Printed Accounts are ſaid to be no more 
than three Hundred and Eight. The Valor Be- 

ne ficiorum mentions not ſo many, Of thoſe(b)Dr. 


( — * 


() Dr. Heylins, Help to Engl. Hiſt. Preſent State of Great 

- Brit. Ed. A. D. 1718. Part 1/t. p. 4. Says that the Dioceſe of 

St. Davids, contains P. C. 308. but that worthy Gentleman 
was miſinform'd in the Account he had that it contain d only 

the 3 Counties of Pembr. Caermar. Cardigan, BS 
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Heylin and others after him tell us, that ane 
hundred and twenty are Impropriations; and, 
I believe, I may ſafely add, that there are at 
leaſt as many Appropriations; tho' I can't 
Exactly determine the number of them. In the 
V. B. (of which, what concerns this Biſhoprick 
is Printed in the Cloſe of this Diſcourſe) we 
have an Account indeed of Churches Appropri- 
ated; ad Snſtentationen Dom. Servitiy in Eccleſia 
Cathedral. And then of Churches Apptopfiat- 
ed, ad Canonic. Refiden. in Ectlefia Meneven. But 
there is no mention made of the Names of them, 
whereby to find where atid what they are. But 
by a MJ. (c) in my hands, EntitF'd, Reaſons to 
be offer'd in Parliament againſt the Remov- 
al of that See, I find there are Sixteen Ap= 
propriations in the Hundred of Dewiſlaiid; 

only. And Seventy in the whole County? And 
ſeeing that the Revenues of the Biſhoprick of 
the Cathedral and Chapter of St. Davids, as well 
as of the Collegiate Church of Brecoz, do almoſt 
Entirely conſiſt of Tythes, the number of Ap- 
propriations, can therefore ſcarce be Thought 


to fall Short of that number; Eſpecially when 


it is Remember d, that r are en of that 


— 
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(e) In this M.. Eatitl'd Reaſons to be offer'd in Parliament, 
againft the Removal of the Biſhops See, from Sr. Davids, 
Subſcrib'd by the Gentry and Inhabitants of De wyſtand, the 
atb, Reaſon, runs in theſe Words, viz. © That thete are 
« Sixteen Reorys within the Hundred of Dewifland, be: 
* longing to the Biſhop, Dignitarys, and Officers, of the 
% Cathedfal Church of St. Davids, which uſually were 
„ Supply'd with Preaching Miniſters, and will hereafter com 
*© tinue without monthly Sermons, in Caſe the Cathedral 
ce be remov'd, and be Servd, as now, with poor Curates, ſome 
Serving two, ſome three Churches, by reafon of the In- 
mw cumbents Non-refidence, 

Kind 
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kind here alſo that belong to other Biſhopticks? - 

| and particularly *6 Cheſter; and Lincoln, and to” 
the Colleges of Eaton, Wincheſter,” All-Souls in” 
Oxford, &c. So that in the whole; what with” 
Rectorial Sine-Cures, what with Impropriations; 
and Appropriations, it is highly Probable that 


„ On 


Diſcharg'd, as they are generally under 40 J, 
a year, there are Fifty Five of them that arę un- 
der Twenty: And that the whole yearly Re- 
venueof the fifty five Churches Summ'd'up to- 
gether, Amounts to but Six hundred and Ninety 
En un E 2 | big 
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ca). 


one pounds, one Shilling, and FI 


which if equally diſtributed wou'd make a Di- 


vidend of about twelve pounds,and ten Shillings 
to the Miniſter of each Pariſh, but. theſe are. 


ſome of the better Sort, for, 


Among the Livings Cextify d to the — a 
vetnours or Q. Anne's Bounty, to receive the 


Benefit of Augmentations, thexe is a Particular, 
of one Hundred and ten Tranſmitted out of 
this Dioceſe, and it appears that the Sum. 
Total of the yearly Profits, belonging to the 110 
Churches is but, 673 7. 175. So that if this 
Sum was reduced to an equal Dividend there 
wou'd belong about, Six pounds, and half a 


Crown, to each of them. This then it is acknow—- 


ledgd, is the Proviſion that is leſt to one Hun- 
dred foe Sixty five Churches, and what with 
ſome (4) other poor Churches that are not Cer- 


tity d, and what with the Allowances given by 


ſome Non-refidents to their Curates, it wou'd 
perhaps not be Difficult to find out many more, 


that are no. better Providedoler, than thoſe al- 


teady mention d. mae). 
And now if(e) K. Hen. the admho i is ſaid to have 


been ſo e. leſt a pot e ſhou'd 


— 


* e——_—_ 


| 0 908 Such as e uu Groes, . G; a 
Fn tw snnext to Treflebce Bc. in Caremarthen-Shire, St. 
Davids, Liangolman, Capel Coliaay, Mounton, Caftellan, and 
Others in Pembrokeſhire. Henjenw, Lleckryd, Henllan Dyvy, 
Bryngwyn, &c. in ardiganſhire. Als mawre, Aburllmovy, in 
Breconſpire, and Nelſon in Gowr. | 


(e) Id nunquam tempore ſuo permitteret Rex, nec caput i 


Walliæ dando Wallenfibus Archiepiſcopum contra Angliam 


n Sir. de Rebus geſtis, JI. 1. c. 8. Nec Regi, nec 


Archi- epiſcopo opus eſt aut expediens nimis probum aut 
. * — in Eccleſia Sti David Epiſcopum efe ] bid. 6. 10. 
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Rival Canterbury, were he to ſee it in its pre- 


ſent Circumſtances, he wou'd be Satisfy'd ſure- 


ly there was no Danger of it; nor any great 
Occaſion of providing more Effectually for the 
improbity, or meannefs, of its Biſhop and his 
Clergy, when it is confider'd what they are now 
But again to improve our Poverty; which it 
might be hop'd was great enough already; tho! 
we have the vooreſt Livings, yet it falls out ſo 
that thoſe them, belonging to the Crown, 
are loaded with Higher Fees, for Preſentations; 
than the beſt Benefices in Eugland, in the Gift of 
the Lord High Chancelig®” And tho? it may not 
be unjuſt, yet it looks very like Hardſhip, if 
a P, tation to a Benefice of 20, or 25 J. per. 
Anm Value, ſhall coſt no leſs than Thirty 
pounds, when a Preſentation. to one of two or 
three Hundred, ſhalt Scarce coſt twenty. How- 
ever as to this Affair, we doubt not but that 
his Royal Highneſs, out of his abundant Good+ 
neſs ; and in Compaſſion to his Poor Clergy, 
wou'd gladly give them due Relief, was he 
appriz'd of their Grievances. Add to this, that 
theſe ſmall Benefices, Mean as they are, are yet 
liable to many Payments and Taxes, which 
help to make them {till Meaner ; and tho' this 
might Suffice to ſhew their Poverty, yet I can't 
forbear obſerving that there is one other incon- 
venience, that attends them Generally which 


1 is, their being Deſtitute of Parſonage Houles. 


A Reverend Clergyman Dean Rural, of Elvet, 
alias Elvell in Radnorſbier, gave me this Account 
of his Neanry, that it contains twenty three 
Pariſhes, but that in the Pariſhes of Colva, Rulen, 
Llanbadarny Garreg, Cregrina, Llan Saiutfred, Bet- 
E 3 Bochrwds 
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Hochrwd, Llowes z Llanddewy-vach:; Llanbudern; 
Tlanvy hangel Nantmelan and Gladeſtry, there are 
neither Parſonage-Houſes, nor Glebes, to Build 
upon. So that in this Diſtrict, fifteen Pariſhes 
in three and Twenty afford no Habitations for 
the Clergy; and the Proportion ſeems to hold 
much the ſame thro out the Dioceſe, ſo as that 
two thirds of the Clergy, having no Houſes of 
Their own to live in, they are Oblig' d out af 
their mean Revenues for to Rent their Dwell- 
ings. And ſame of their Patrons, are even ſo 
_ unkind as to deny them the Benefit of their 
Church- yards. Thus miſerably depriv'd are 
our poor Churches, almoſt of all that belong'd 
ro them. Ah! Unmercyful, and cruel Religion, 
that firſt committed this Sacrilege and cou'd 
pretend Piety even for Robbing Churches of 
their Endawments, and Clergymen of their 
Bread! And Ah! Careleſs and unkind (to ſay 
no worſe) Reformation, that did not reſtore it. 
The Revenues once belonging to theſe Churches, 
was Sufficient to maintain the Clergy decently, 
to enable them to be Beneficent, and uſeful in 
their Countries, to Support them in their Studys, 
and to maintain that Hoſpitality and Charity; 
that is ſo neceflary to Recommend them to the 
People, but alas, at preſent there is not a Tenth, 
not a Twentyeth; nay in ſome Pariſhes no Part 
of it no left to anſwer theſe Deſigns; ſuch, is the 
Treatment, ſuch is the Encouragement that the 
Poor Parochial Clergy commonly here meet! 
with. It is expected indeed that they ſhou'd do 
their Duty, and a Mock-Allowance is affign'd 
them for it, ſuch that without the Charity ot 
ſome Good People, or the Help of other Buſi- 
neſs, it wou'd be · impoſſible for them to Subfill 
upon it. | „„ 
| Here 
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Here then, let us Stop and Reflect, 2 ute 


upon the Pitiable Circumſtances of claſs Men. 
The Advice of Friends, and ſome diſtant Pro- 
ſpects of Encouragements, with the Honour of 
being the Miniſters of God, and his Golpel, 
and their defire we hope, of promoting his 
Service and Glory: It was, I ſay, upon theſe 
View as we ought in Charity to believe, that 
they took Orders; that is, with a defire and 2 

deſign of Serving at and with hopes of Subfift- 
ing comfortably, by their Service of the Altar. 


| Theſe, we may ſuppoſe, are Common!y the 
 Motives, that lead men on ſo boldly, to take 


upon them this moſt Awefull, and Tremendous 


Function; but when they come in earneſt to 
feel the Weight of it, how often are they o- 
blig'd'te condemn the Raſhneſs of their Under 
taking? How ſoon on the one Hand do they 


find their Inſufficiencies, for the various Occaſions 
of their important Charge? And how ſoon on 


the other, (Notwithſtanding their beſt En- 


deavours of deſerving well ) do the Diſapoint- 
ments of a ſad Experience, conyince them of the 
Vanity of their Expe&ations? How extremely 
difficult, do they find it to be able to do the 
Good they wiſh 4 for to themſelves, or others ? 
What helps, what Books, what Leiſure have 
they to Study? Or what Encouragement far 
their ſtudy ?. What contempt, inſtead of Hon- 
our, and Eſteem, do they find their Function is 
moſt Commonly attended with? How will their 
mean Fortunes, enable them to do their Character 
any Credit, at Home or Abroad, by keeping 
decent Hoſpitality in their Houſes, or by re- 
leiving of the Poor, they ought to Viſit? They 
are call'd upon by their Indigence, and often 
by the importunate cravings, of thoſe about 
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them to _negle& their Miniſtry, and to think 

of other liklyer means of gaining Bread. How 
diſquieted, how uneaſy muſt the men be that are 


in theſe divided Circumſtances? And in how 


peculiar a manner may they apply unto them- 
ſelves, that of the Apoſtle, That if their hope 
in Chriſt, be in this Life only, they are, Surely of 
all Men, the moſt miſerable. That there have 
been; that there are ſtill even in this obſcure 
Corner, many Honeſt and Good men, who La- 
bour under theſe Difficultys, is too well known 
aà Truth, to be deny'd. May that Bleſſed being, 
who can do all Things, Support them in their 
© 2 wha 07 and in his Good time give them a 
Happy Iſſue out of them; and may he ſo animate 
them with that Faithfulneſs, and Holy Zeal, 
-as by no lll uſage to be diſcourag'd from their 
Duty, and to act as ſuch, who look for their 
Reward not from Men, but from God, and not 
in this, but in a better World. E 
However it being impoſſible for them to 
Subſiſt without ſomething of a Maintenance; 
and it appearing that what belongs to them 
is ſo entirely Alienated, the maniteſt Conſe- 
quence hereof muſt be either that there will 
be none to Undertake the Service of Religion, 
or ſuch moſt commonly as are Inſufficient to diſ- 
charge it; and therefore till this Greivance be 
Redreſs'd, it muſt be Fatal, and Deſtructive to 
Religion, to that Religion which is not only to 
conduce to our preſent Wellfare, but ſo abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to our Eternal Happineſs. And 
it being of ſuch Importance we may, we hope; 
withour Offence be allow'd accordingly to Value 
it, and to Sollicit the Piety of our Governours 
for its Preſervation, with that humble Earneſt- 
neſs, which becomes thoſe who truly FO 
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their Religion. Ober Evils, other Inconve= . 
niencies we can bear with Reſignation ; the Wild- 
neſs, and the Barrenneſs of our Country, give 
us no Uneaſineſs ; provided we have the Benefit 
of Serving God, and the Comfort of the means 
of Grace allow d us, (f) we can without regret 
or Envy, behold the Happy Sail and plenty of 
our Neighbours; and can be well enough con- 
tented to be depriv*d thereof, and ſubmit to the 
Poverty we are reduc d to, but yet deſire ana 
hope, with Earneſtneſs, we may not be depriv d 
of our Religion alſo: But this we fear at length, 
wil be of Courſe the Conſequence of depriving 
us of an Uſeful and a Learned Clergy ; and 


ſuch cannot reaſonably be expe&ed, where they 


are deny d a Juſt. Subſiſtence. I propoſe there- 
fore in the next Place, to ſhew the Reaſonable- 
neſs of providing better for them, by Augment- 
ing the Revenues of Impropriate Churches in 
General; becauſe of the injurys occafion'd to 
Religion, from the negle& thereof, in many other 
Parts of the Kingdom, as well as here. 
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( 90 Qui Univerſe ſoli Regno tamdiu preſidebant, in hac 
Saltem Ejuſdem Angulo peſſimo Silvis et paludibus deli- 
teſcunt et quaſi pro delictis huc relegati, preſcriptiſq ; Divi- 
Barn uſq; ad prefinicum tempus in paupertate peni- 
tentiam agant Gir, Cambr. de Illaudabil, Walliz Cap. x. 
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Of the Number, and Value of Impro priations, 
and other Poor Livings in England, and 


Wales, and of the Reaſonableneſs of Angment<= 
ing the Revenues of them. RIS: * I 


TT will be expedient under this Head, to con- 

ſider firſt the Number, and then the Value 
of thoſe indigent, and, infafficient Cures. It 
is obſery'd, as to the Number of them, by a (g) 
Learned Author, that of the ſeveral Comput- 
ations that occurr'd to him, none appear'd to 
have been made with that particular Appli- 
cation that was Requiſite. © That according 
ce to the Account given, by the Lower Houſe 
« of Convocation to Q. Elizabeth, there were 
« then Scarce Sixty out of Eight Thouſand, 
« Eight Hundred and Odd Benefices, that were 
« {ingly Sufficient for the Encouragement of 
« Learned Men — Again that Arch-Biſhop 
« Mitgift, had obſerv'd that there were in 
e« England, 4500 Benefices with Cure, and not 
« Valud above ten pounds, in the Book of 
& Firſt Fruits, and moſt of them under Eight, 
ce that the Tenth part of them were not Sever- 
* ally a Competency for a mean Perſon, nar 
« the Twentyeth part eſteem' d worth2o J. 
ce de Claro. So that by this Account, there was 
« Scarce one Living in Twenty, of that Num 
« ber, that was worth 30 J. per Annum. And 
Arch-Biſhop Erindal, (as the ſame Author tells 
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(e) Caſe of Impropriations, p. 168, 169, 170. Cc. 


ue] 


”Y 


8 


00) State of the Bounty, of Q. Anne p. 183. 184. 
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us) had obſerv'd before, that for one Church 
that was able to afford Sufficient Living to a 
Learned Preacher, there were at leaſt Seven 
Churches in England unable to-do it. Butwhat 


ſome call'd a Sufficiency, or Competency, being 
no determinate Calculation, and theſe Accounts 


ſeeming alſo to depend ſo much upon Con- 
jectures, or Informations not ſo accurate, it 
was therefore Difficult to form any Judgment of 
them. But However we are at length by in- 


quirys that have been ſince made, arriv'd to 
greater - certainty in this Affair. () For by a 


Computation made upon the Return of ſmall 
Benefices, to be diſcharg'd from Firſt- Fruits, 
and Tenths, ( excluſive of other Livings after- 


ward, return'd by my Lords, the Biſhops, for 


the Benefit of an Augmentation, from Q. Aun s 
Bounty.) It appears I ſay, by that Account, 
there are Livings under 80 J. per Annum, (which 


by the Royal Bounty, it ſeems,- it was thought 


expedient they ſhou'd be advanc'd to) 5082, 
and there are 4098, that are of 80 J. and up- 
wards, and both theſe Summ'd together giveg 
us the Number of 9180, that were chargeable 
with Firſt-fruits and Tenths. And of theſe, wg 
are inform'd, that near Four thouſand 'Benefic, 
in this Kingdom have been certify'd into the Ex £ 


chequer, to be Livings with Cure of Souls, not 


exceeding the clear yearly Value, of 50 l. Re- 
ſpectively; of which an Account is given in th 
V. . Prined-in 71 lg. 

But Subſequent to this Account, there is an- 
other liſt of one Thouſand Seven Hundred and 
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Fifty nine ſmall Benefices, and Curacys Tranſ- 
mitted to the Governours, of Q. Aun, Bounty, 
which added to the Four Thouſand already 
mention'd, gives us an Account of five Thouſand 
Seven Hundred and fifty nine Livings that are 
already Signify'd to ſtand in need of Augment- 
ations ; And beſides theſe, we are Still to be in- 
form'd what further Liſts of indigent Cures, 
there may be ſent in from the Diaceſes of Ely, 
Sarum, Chicheſter, Rocheſter, and St. Aſaph ; and 
when. theſe ſhall be known, It is very probable 
that in the whole there may appear to be at 
leaſt, Six thouſand Churches, that are under 
Eighty pounds per Annum; but five thouſand of 
them under Fifty, and moſt of them very mean- 
ly, or not at all provided for. And now on 
the other hand, if we conſider the Proviſion 
made by the Royal Bounty, for the Augment- 
ation of them, and Suppoſe, (thro' the Improve- 
ments that have been made of it) that the neat 
Produce of that Charity, does amount to twelve 
Thouſand pounds per Annum, upon this 
View it appears, that upon an equal Dividend 
it will afford an Augmentation of no more than 
Forty Shillings to each Cure, or Benefice; and 
this I humbly conceive, is far Short of anſwer- 
ing in any Juſt meaſure, the Deficiencys intend- 
ed to be Supply d by it. For there being Four 
thouſand, and about three hundred Cures, or 
Livings that don't exceed Forty pounds per 
Annum, and which may ſafely be computed at a 
Medium one with another, to be but Twenty 
pounds per Annum, theſe J hope, will be al- 
Jow'd to ſtand in need of a much better Pro- 
viſion, and by their Number, it appears that 
this is the Circumſtance, of near one half of 
the Churches, in this Kingdom. : I 8 
1 N Fu 
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But again, (i) Mr. Eton tells us, there art 
1216 Livings, of thoſe that were Chargable 
to Firſt- fruits and Tenths, that are under twenty 
pounds per Annum; And 1I find there are 1025 
Churches, of thoſe that were not Chargable to 
Firſt- fruits and Tenths, that are alſo Set at 
Twenty pounds per Annum, and under, which 
make in the whole 2241 Cures, or Benefices, 
that don't exceed 20 l. per Annum. Of theſe, 
there are three Hundred and Thirty, that are 


about five pounds per Annum, and under; and. 


Seventy two, that have nothing certain. But 
ſuppoſing that the Revenues of thoſe, of 20 /: 
per Annum, and under, were computed at & 
Medium, of 10 1. per Annum, one with another, 
( which is rather more than it amounts to, but) 
at that Rate, the whole Revenues of 22413 
Churches, will appear to be twenty two Thou- 
ſand four Hundred and ten pounds. So that 
each Church having its proper Incumbent, this 
wou'd be the Maintenance of 2241 Clergymen; 
Nay, and even this Pittance is to be Still dimini- 
ſh'd, for there are ſome Defalcations out of the 
ſmalleſt Cures, Such as the Fees, if not of In- 
ſtitution, yet of Licences, Procurations, &c. which 
Still leflen their Subſiſtence; and further Shews- 
the Neceſſity they muſt be under, either of ap- 
plying to other Buſineſs beſides their own Functi- 
ons, or of depending upon Charity for their 
Livelyhood, or multiplying to themſelves pre- 
erments, which they cannot attend upon; which 
fmuſt behighly prejudical to Religion. 
And now from this Account of fo great a 
Demand, as there is, of a better Proviſion for 
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{6 many Churches, that by Ithpropriations dt 


other Means are depriv'd of their Endowments; - 


and from the Inſufficiency of the Royal Bounty; 
given to anſwer thoſe Demands, it from hence 
appears, as I humbly conceive, that theſe in- 


digent Cures ſtill ſtand in need of further Aug | 
mentation, which was what 1 propos d to 
Mew. And may it not be therefore wiſh'd- 
while Religion Labours under theſe Diſcourag- 
ments, that our Pious Governours were ac- 


quainted better with theſe Things, and with 


the Pitiable Circumſtances of ſo many of the. 
inferior Clergy ? For can it be alleg'd, while 


things continue thus, that there is a due Pro- 


viſion made for the Encouragement of Learn- 


ing, or Religion in a Chriſtian Nation? Aretheſe 
Views likly to induce Perſons of any Rank-or 
Character, who are beſt able to Educatetheir 
Children well, to breed them up to a Profeſſion, 
ſo attended with Contempt and Indigence, or 
are they likly to invite Men of Parts, and In- 


genuity, (who are beſt worthy of it) to under: 
take the Miniſtry > Or will it be believ'd, that 


a Wiſe and Underſtanding People, ſo long Cele- 


brated for being Zealous for Religion, and ſo 


happily Bleſſed with the Benefit of the Reform- 


ation alſo, ſhou'd yet be Tempted to deal thus 


hardly with Religion, even at the ſame Time 


while they can afford to be ſo Liberal, (Iwou'd 


not ſay laviſh ) of their Favours, to what ſome 
ſerious Heathen Nations wou'd have been aſham'd 
of; thatis,ifI may be allow'd toInſtance it, that 
they ſhou'd ſo Encourage the Diverſions of the, 
Stage, as that one Play-Houſe, ſhall by one 
Nigats Profits be abie not only to Equal, but to 
exceed the Yearly Endowments, of above a Hun- 
dred of our Churches. For four hundred pounds 
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in 4 Night and upwards, is ſaid, to be h6 u- 
uſual Income to the Play-Houſe, and if ſo, I am 
well Satisfy'd it will be no Difficulty to find out, 
above a Hundred Parochital Churches in this 
Kingdom, that have not all of them a ſettP& 
Annual Revenue, that is Equal to it: Or 
again, will it be believ'd that the ſingle Super- 
viſor of this Ludicrous Buſineſs, ſhou'd be 
thought to deſerve a Salary, not only Superior 
to ſuch a Multitude of the Inferior Clergy, but 
to the Revenues, of ſeveral of our Biſhopricks? 
Proh tempora, Proh Mores! That ſuch Places, 
ſuch Employments, and ſuch Perſons ſhou'd be 
thought ſo worthy of Encouragement, even 
tho' ſome () worthy Magiſtrates, acknowledge 
them ſo Pernicious, not only to Religion, 
but to common Probity and Morality! Good 
God! What wou'd the Primitive Chriſtians 
have thought of ſuch a Conduct? Nay, what 
indeed wou'd any of the ſober Heathens have 
thought of it? For wou'd not the Greeks, or 
Romans, have bluſh'd at ſuch an Imputation; 
and be aſham'd it ſhou'd be ſaid of them, that 
they wou'd permit (not to ſay Encourage ) the 
Stage, to get the better of the Altar, and that 
Actors, Drolls, Mimicks and Buffoons ſhou'd be 
ſo countenanc'd beyond the Prieſts, and Mini- 
ſters of their Gods? No, theſe wiſe and honeſt 
Heathens had other Sentiments of Religion: 
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(+) One'play-hovuſe ruins more Souls, than Fifty Churches 
are able to ſave. How many have their Minds tainted by 
bearing of leud Plays:, When the Mind is once tainted the 
Body is ſoon proſtituted. Mr. Fuſtice - Bulſtrode*s, Charge at 
the Q. Seſſions, at Weſtminſter, 21. Apr. 1718. Printed by 
Mr. Bowyer, 8 | 
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2. 
For as 2 late () Great and Learned Statesmati 
well obſerves... They choſe their Prieſts out of 

d their Nobleſt Families, and they Supported 
et them accordingly in their Character, thereby 
to encreaſe the Reverence of the People for 
e Religion, who commonly Judge of Things, 
cc according to the Quality of thoſe who are 
te Employ'd about them.” Nor for this Reaſon, 
(as its well known) have the Supreme Magi- 
| ſtrates themſelves, ſometimes thought it beneath 
them to aflume the Prieſthood. e. 
Thus it was, this was the Wiſdom of many 
Ancient States, but we have liv'd to See it 
other wiſe, and to ſee another kind of Wiſdom 
that is much more prevailing, the Wiſdom not 
of advancing, but depreſſing of Religion, and 
diſcouraging, and debaſing of its Miniſters, and 
of rendring both their Perſons, and their Functi- 
on Odious: And if theſe daring. Artifices a- 
gainſt God and his Service, havenot been ſo Suc- 
cesful, as the reſtleſs and wicked Induſtry of thoſe 
concern d therein have wiſh'd, it is oweing to the 
Auſpicious Interpoſitions of the Divine Provi- 
dence that has hitherto,in Mercy to us, confound- 
ed their Devices, and to the Virtue, and Zeal of 
ſome Good Patriots, whom God has rais'd a- 
mong us, and to the Piety, more particularly 
many of our Gracious Sovereigns, Since the 
Reformation, who have done ſo much in Fa- 
vour of Religion, and who its highly probable, 
wou'd have done a great deal mors, had they 
been with Humble, and Earneſt Applications 
thereunto Sollicited. For that it cannot be in- 
deed well imagin'd, that our Royal Sovereigns 


— 
— n 1 


— 


) Puffendorf's Introduction to the Hiſt. of Europe 
ſhou'd 


- 


Bo 17. 


+Þ 


ks. 
* 
: 


„n 


5 N 8 ? | 4 | F 
689 
5 ">, IF . 


ſhould on ti part be wa ing the juſt. En⸗ 


_ couragementF of thoſe W Prgfich the Faith 
which they Fefend; and who are the Miniſters _ 


of that Go even by whom Kings and Queens 
do Reign. FOr, it notwithſtanding rheſeRea- 
fons in their Favour, it may be perhaps alledg d, 

that ſome of them had unhappily thoſe Prejudi- 
ces againſt the Reformarion,, which made them 
careleſs of the Credit and Succeſs of it: Yet, 
(God be prais'd) there is no Umbrage of any 
ſuch Suſpicions of his preſent Majeſty, nor of his 
Affection to it. He came among us Providenti- 
ally to reſcue us and our Religion, out of Dan- 
ger. He has declar'd his Sincere Regards for 
our Eſtabliſh'd Church, He joyns in her Commu- 
nion, and we have abundant Reaſon to be well 
ſatisfy'd, that purſuant to His Royal Word, He 

will Favour and Encourage heft. 


* * 1 


He has, beyond the Examples of His Royal 
Predeceſſots, enlarg'd His Bounty to my Lords 
bis Judges, to Reward the Worthy Laboiits bf 
thole who Adminiſter Juſtice to His People; and 
when their Caſe is better known, His Piſcerning 
Wifdom and Goodneſs will, we humbly hope, 
induce His Majeſty to be further Bountiful to 
His Clergy, who teach them Piety, and Obedi- 
ence, and ſo to be equally beneficent to ſuch . 
as under Him, are the Miniſters of the Laws, 
and Word of God, as to the Honourable Mini- 
ſters, and Interpreters of His own Laws. 
And ſince our Parliament have, not long ſince, 
(may God reward them for it) our of their a- 


bundant Piety, been ſo worthy Patriots, as ge- 


nerouſly to provide, as well for the Building, as 
Endowments of Fifty new Churches that ought 
to be Ere&ed ; it gives us juſt Encouragement to 
depend upon their Goodneſs, that they will rei- 
cue from their Ruines, 1 ſupport the Service 
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ok thoſe that are in Being, eſpecially ſince it is 
the Caſe of ſo many of them, as well in England, 
as in Vales, to ſtand ſo much in need of their 

Care and Charity, to be again reſtored to the 

Holy Uſes, for which they were intended. For 

- ' how many Churches are there that are quite de- 
moliſh'd? How many more likely to follow, as 
appears from the Multitudes of Briefs that are 
"diſperſed to beg for them? How many Church- 
es are quite neglected, and have no Service? 
And how many others that are ſerv'd but once 

a4 Month, or once a Quarter? For all theſe E- 
vils there appears to be no Remedy, but what 
we are to hope for from His Majeſty, and the 

Parliament, whoſe Wiſdom and Authority can 
beſt dictate and provide thoſe Expedients that 
are neceſſary, and will be effectual to remove 
them. And the Divine Providence will (we 
truſt in God) bring about this further Reforma- 
tion by their Means, to be the Commendation, 
and the Glory of the preſent Age; which will 
| be: ſome Acknowledgment to that Goodneſs 
that has ſo graciouſly vouchſaf'd us ſo many 
. Deliverances, and ſo many Bleflings, Spiritual 
and Temporal for ſo many Years. | 
And if the Divine Honour, and Credit of Re- 
ligion, did not ſeem to call for ſomething of 
_ this kind in Favour of the Indigent Clergy, or it 
as little Encouragement ſhon'd be due to them, 
as ſome are willing to allow them, on the ac- 
count of their Character, and Relation to things 


— 
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* Seifin Cot, and Pinnach, two Parochial Churches in Gloa- 
ceſterſpire, quite demoliſh'd. Sudeley Church in the fame Coun: 
_ ty, turn'd to a Cow-houſe,  Ditchford Trary, a Parochial Church 
—=x | in P rwichſhire, turn'd to a Cow-hou:e, Cc. 
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Sacred; yet if it be expedient, they fhou'd be at. all 2 
continu' d as any ways uſeful to the State, it is 


then in Point of Decency but reaſonable, that 


| they be at leaſt indiffercntly provided for, and 


with ſome. Equality, to other interior Perſons that 
are employ d in civil Offices. 

To this End, if we conſider the Allowances 
that are made to ſome of thoſe, and for Exam- 
ple ſake, to the common Officers of the Exciſe ; 
the Number of thoſe that are employ'd in that 
Affair, upon their old Eſtabliſhment, has been, I 
think, computed to be about twelve hundred: 
And fifty Pounds per an. is ſaid to be the Salary 

of the moſt Inferior among them; but that in the 
whole they have a Revenue of more than One 
Hundred and Twenty Thouſand. Pounds; and 


that paid clear of Taxes, and Deductions; and 
if ſo, I believe I ſhall not be miſtaken, if I com- 
pute it to be more than is allow'd to four times 
.as many Clergymen. Again, Eighty, or an Hun- 
dred Pounds per au: is thought to be no exceſſive 
Salary to a Window Surveyor; and other com- 
mon Officers in the Cuſtom-houſe, &c. are al- 


low'd proportionably. Whence I be that 
theſe Allowances are thought but neceſſary for 


their Maintenance, unleſs it be alledg'd, that 


they have a Title to more than ordinary, upon 
the account of their Relation the Publick. But 
to come ſtill lower, the Allowance of a common 


Sailor in the Publick Service, exceeds the Sti- 


pends of moſt Curates, and the certain Salary of a 
Letter- carrier in the Penny- poſt- office, being 
20 J. per ax. is a better Preferment than many 
Clergymen can arrive to. Laſtly, It is common 
for mean Tradeſmen, and even common Labour- 
ers, to get a better Livelyhood than theſe, who 
muſt ſubſiſt on the ordinary Reſervations of Im- 
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Þropriate: Ellurches; tho it be the Unhappineſs 

of thoſe who are oblig d todo ſo, to be general- 

ly ſo Educated, as that Poverty muſt ſit a great 

deal harder upon them, than upon the Gene- 

kality, either of Labouring; or of e Peo- 
le. 

And now while Perſons, whaſe' Buſi neſs and 
Ws + SO require, neither any conſiderable 
"Expenſe, nor Learning to be 'qualify'd for the 
ſame, and while mean Perſons employ'd in com- 
mon and Servile Offices, are ſo provided for; is 
it not at leaſt an Argument of ſome Diſreſpect, 
or Careleſneſs for Religion, and the Honour of 
God, that that Order of Men who are Ordain'd 
ro attend his Service, and who are oblig d to an 
Expenſive Education for that End, are T0 
thought to deſerve ſo little? 

But under theſe Diſcouragements, and! to 
mike their Caſe yet more grating, - what Com- 
plaints, what Clamours do ſome Men raiſe a- 
gainſt them? As if their {Allowances were the 
moſt Exceſſibe, and that they had engroſs d the 
Wealth and Riches of the Nation, or were poſ- 
ſeſs d of hat tlie Popiſh Clergy once had (as an 
Hiſtorian tells us) in this Realm, when Sixty of 
them did vye Revenues with the Crown ; where 
as now the Maintenance of one half of the Clergy 
is very probably Jeſs than what one of thofe 
Lordliy Abbots, or Prelates had; ſo low, that 
perhaps it may be found upon a fair Computa- 
tion, that the Publick Expence for the Subſiſtence 
of two or three Regiments, or two or three Men 
of War of the Superior Order, may appear to 
exceed the clear Revenues now of half the Pa- 
riſſ Churches in this Kingdom. But fo low did 

the 
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the Reformation bring them, as * Biſhop Burnet 
tells us, that the Clergy were indeed compelꝭd 
to take up with any mean Employments for 5 
Livelyhood, ſome were Carpenters, ſome were 
Taylors, and ſome kept Ale-houſes. And if 
things are not altogether ſo bad with us, yet, to 
be relievd, how are they oblig'd, either to unꝰ 


dertake the Charge of more Cures than they can 


attend upon (which muſt be injurious to Religion) 


or ſollicit the People for Voluntary Subſeripti- 


ons, or apply themſelves to Husbandry, or any 
Buſineſs for Subſiſtence, and 0 to foregoe their 
Study and their Miniſtry. Oe die 264 
Therefore, to remove this Wege and National 
Scandal, the only juſt Reproach charg'd upon our 
Reformation, and to reſtore Divine Service to: 
hundreds of Churches, either totally, or in great 
Meaſure deptivd of it; confequently to reſtore 
the Uſe and Benefit of Chriſtian Ordinapces to 
Multitudes that are in need thereof; and for the 
bp of all this to provide a juſt Maintenance fot 

a Cicrgy well qualify'd to attend upon theſe 
things, cannot but appear to be very highly 
reaſonable, and an Affair that woll VENTING ws 
Publick e 5 

But to this there may be ſome thar may per- 
haps object, that time was; when the five, or ten 
Marks, or Pounds, which were, and are ſtill 
the common Salaries of Impropriators to their 
Curates, were eſteem'd ſufficient for their Main- 
tenance, that they were contented with it, and 
that the Popiſh Biſhops, who had Intereſt and 
Power to by! one them, had there been Occaſion; 
thought, and judg'd they ought” to be ſo; and 
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4 then ſhou'd not the preſent Clerg y bmi 
to be contented with what was jadg Jufficient 
| for. their Predeceflors ? . _ 

To this I anſwer, there are many Keaſons to 
* contrary, that plainly enough RD that the 
Pecuniary Stipends then allow'd by the Religi- 
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ous Houſes, cannot be thought ficient now. 
As, Firſt, Becauſe they often undertook the Ser- 
vice of their own Churches by ſome of their own 
Members, who. might be, well contented with 
any ſlender. Salaries, while their Maintenance 
was otherwiſe provided for. Secondly, Becauſe, 
tho they were not of a Convent, and were Se- 
culars, yet had they other Means then, of being 
reliev d: they had their Obits, their Anniverſa- 
ries, Maſſes for the Dead, and other Services to 
help themſelves by, which brought them gain- 
ful Perquiſites, and made amends {ſufficient for 
the Scantineſs of their ſtated Salaries. Thirdly, 
Becauſe they were then alſo oblig d to Celibacy, 
and it can't be reaſonably ſuppos d that thoſe 
ancient Salaries, intended 3 the Subſiſtence of 
ſingle Perſons, in conjunction with other Perqui- 
ſites, ſhou'd now without theſe Perquiſites be 
ſufficient for the Maintenance of a whole Fami- 
ly. But, laſtly, for any one to object that eight 
or ten Marks, or Pounds ſhou'd be a ſufficient 
Salary. now, becauſe it was ſo about two or three 
hundred Years ago, muſt beſpeak him ſtrangely 
ignorant of the great Alteration there is in the 
Value of Money by the Importation of ſo much 
Bullion from America into Europe, in the two laſt 
Centuries. And therefore, whereas eight or ten 
Marks, or Pounds, might afford a very ſuffici- 
ent Maintenance in thoſe former Times, it is not 
ſo at preſent. No longer ago than the Fifteenth 

| Century; 
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Century, it is“ obſerv d, that the ſtanding Fees 
of each Chief Juſtice was bug 40 l. per An. and of. 
the Juſtices of each Bench, but forty Marks, be- 
ſides Allowances for Robes, Cc. And but ten 
Pounds per An. to the Attorney General. And 
if Money was then ſo ſcarce, that ſo mall Sala- 
ries were thought ſufficient for Perſons of thoſe 
high Stations and Dignity, for their faithful Diſ- 
charge of their moſt uſeful Offices, it muſt be 
then acknowledgꝰ d, that five or ſix Marks was a 
very conſiderable Allowance to a Curate; but I 
know not how ſo well to illuſtrate this Matter, 


as by borrowing ſome Paſſages (that may give a 
Light to it) from the Learned Author of the 


Chronicon Precioſum. 


«© In.1362, Simon Ielip, Archbithoo of 3 


& bury (as he obſerves). Decrees that Chaplains 
having no Cure of Souls, ſhall be content with 
« five Marks per An. and they who have Cure of 


« Souls with ſix, unleſs the Dioceſan, for good 
C Cauſe, ſhould order more. And this (ſays my 
& Author) muſt have been highly unreaſonable, 
ce unleſs five or ſix Marks had been at that time 
c thought a ſufficient Maintenance for a fingle 
« Perſon. Afterward Simon Sudbury, Archbi- 
* ſhop of Canterbury, makes ſome Addition to 
ce jt, and Decrees, that every unfix'd Maſs. Prieſt 


5 ſhou'd content himſelf with ſeven Marks, ei- 


* ther all in Money, or with Diet, and three 
Marks in Money.” Where, by the by, it may be 
obſerv'd, that the Curate might then Diet 


himſelf well tor tour Marks, which he can ſcarce 
do now for twenty Pounds. But in 1421, 


Fn 
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Bp. Fleet wood's Chron. Precio, p. 157. Id. 135, 136, 
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t N. Chitheley, Aictbihop of | Canterbury, at the 
8 & Inſtance 1 of his Clergy in Convocation, does; 
with the Conſent" and Advice of his Suffra- 
* gans, Confirm and Ratify the foregoing De- 
& cree of his Predeceſſor. From whence again, 
«tis well concluded, that about that time a 
= "MW ſingle Man might live Cleanly and Decently 
& with 5 7. per An. becauſe it was not to be pre- 
4 ſum'd, that an Archbiſhop at the Head of his 
2 Clergy, and at their Requeſt too, *ſhou'd De- 
* ctee ſuch an Allowance for Officiating Cler- 
% pymen, as wow'd not keep them (if Vertuous 
Men, and Sober) Decently and Cleanly. 50 
far then from the Proportion allow'd to others; 
and from the Preſumpt ion that ſo many Arch- 
biſhops wou'd inſiſt upon Allowances that were 
highly reaſonable for the Maintenance of their 
Clergy, it may be per that they were ſut- 
ficrent. ee 430 
But this wil: appear more — (as my ku 
thor again obſerves) if we conſider more diſtinct- 
ly what proportion the Value of Money now 
beats, to what it was about two or three hun- 
dred Yeats ago. In thoſe Times it was not un- 
common to ſee Wheat fold at two or three Shil- 
lings per Quarter, which is now commonly ſold 
at Forty, à a fat Ox at ſeven or eight Shillings, 
which is now worth as many Pounds; and ſo in 
other things proportionably ; and from this Con- 
fideration therefore, of how much Corn, Meat, 
Drink, or Cloath, might be bought with five 
Pounds in - thoſe Days, and how much of the 
Modern Money wou'd be requiſite to purchaſe 
the ſame quantity; It appears that forty or fif- 
ty Pounds of the preſent Money is hardly an E- 
quivalent to five or ſix Pounds about three hun- 
d red Years ago. And this may well ſuffice, to 


1 ou the Weakneſs of bang; "FRF the pre- 
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fent mean Allowances of Impropriators ſhou'd be. 
now ſufficient, . becauſe they were. fo formerly. 


Money is diminiſh'd in its Value, and the Necef- 


far ies of Life are as much advanced. T ythes and 


Glebes are accordingly. improv'd, and in Equity 


and Conſcience therefore the Curate's Penſion 
ought to be improvid proportionably. And for 
the foregoing Reaſon, it is well. known, that the 


Fees and Allowances of others in their re ſpective 
Callings, and alſo that the Pay, and Wages of 
Artificers and Labourers are advanc'd, becauſe 
they cou'd not otherwiſe ſubſiſt and live. Sö 
that there are none ſt ill left to ſuffer, at leaſt, ſo 
much as the poor Retainers of Impropriations; 
however the Goodneſs of our Governours will, 


we hope, at n bring them alſo due Re⸗ 


lief. 
So far . it appear, that the Allowances of 


the Clergy ought to be augmented, out of Ne- 
ceſſity, and for their bare Subſiſtence. But there 
are ſome Conſiderations that beſpeak ſomething 


more of Encouragement to be due unto them, | 


than a bare or ſcanty Livelihood. It ought to 
be remember'd, to how Expenſive an Education 
they are oblig'd, ro what Expence for Books to 
carry on their Studies; what Hoſpitality, 
and Charity they are by the Laws of God, and 
of the Land requir'd to . exerciſe, the berter 
ro recommend the Religious and Moral Princi- 
ples, and Inſtructions they are to give the Peo- 
ple; and as there onght ro be a Conſidera jon 
had; of theſe things, ſo the Honour of their Sta- 
tion requires, at leaſt a Decent and Cleanly 
Maintenance ; for being the Miniſters of God, 
as ſuch, their Appearance ſhou'd be ſuch, that 
they may be fit to appear in a Grave and De- 
cent Manner, and to Converſe with Men of all 


Degrees to diſcharge the Duties of their Mini- 
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firy, and to cultivate their Minds with juſt Prin- 
ciples. 1 7 nee of Chriſtian Piety towards 


God, of Loyalty and Submiſſion to the Civil 
Powers that are over us, and of Juſtice and Mer- 
cy towards all Men. Having this Charge, and 
the Honour alſo to offer up the Publick Praiſes 
unto the Author and giver of all Good, for all 
the Mercies we enjoy, and to pray unto him for 
all we ſtand in need of, and to this End to be in a 
more particular manner daily Interceſſors unto 
God for his Bleſſings, Temporal and Spiritual, 
upon our Church and State, upon all that are in 
Authority, and all that are under it, and upon 
all Orders of Men whatſoever, that they may all 
live in Godlineſs and Honeſty; have the Bleſſings 
of Peace and Plenty here, and Eternal Happineſs 
hereafter. If their Character, (I ſay) be thus 
Sacred, and ſuch their Buſineſs and Employment, 
and that it is ſo uſeful and ſubſervient to culti- 
vate thoſe good Principles that are ſo neceſſary 
to the very Being of Government; above all, 
fince they are appointed to Labour in the great 
Affair of Men's Salvation, and to Negociate their 
beſt Intereſt, both in this, and in the other 
World, ought they not, I ſay, upon theſe Ac- 
counts, if not for their own ſake, yet for com- 
mon Decency, for the Credit of the Nation, and 
the Reformation, for the People, for the King, 
and for God's fake, to whoſe Service they are 
more immediately devoted, to be not only 
maintain'd with bare Neceſſaries, but to be in 
ſome meaſure enconrag'd ſuitably co their Cha- 
racter and Station? 
We have had Experience long enough to ſee how 
very apta Poor and Servile, is to become an 
lenorant, and an Uſeleſs Clergy, and how un- 


likely ſuch are to * that Nnowledge which 
1 
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is neceſſary, or to have that ingenuous Freedom 
and Spirit to Admoniſh and Rebuke, which they 
ought to have. And the Age we live in, does 
not only in ſome places, but in my Apprehenſi- 
on, almoſt every where, ſtand in need of Di- 
vines that ſhould be thus qualify d: That is, as 2 
Learned * Author deſcribes them, of Men of the 
beſt Learning and Prudence, of. Strength and 
Induſtry, ©, and. even of Eſtate alſo ; that is, of 
“Men capable to Confer, to Diſpute, to Cate- 
tc chiſe, to Preach, to Write, to do the Works of 

« Charity, and moderate, Hoſpitality ;and, in 2 
« word, to appear in every thing, that can be 
c expected from the Scholar and the Neighbour. 
Such are the things that are expected, and ſuch, 
| ] doubt not, many of them to the uttermoſt of 
their Power, endeavour faithfully to perform; 
but can the Indigent and Neceſſitous, and who, 
perhaps to avoid ſtarving, are oblig'd to be Re- 
tainers at other Men's Tables, do the Works of 
Charity and Hoſpitality? Or can they, who are 
forc'd to Servile Drudgeries, and to forego their 
Studies, be thought ſo fit to Preach, and Write, 
and to do what is expected from the Scho- 
Seeing then it is ſo manifeſt, that there follows 
a Neceſſity of their being Inſufficient for the 
want of due Encouragement; where is it that 
this Blame will reſt, and who muſt anſwer for it, 
if it be not remedy'd? Such as have any true 
Concern for the Deſolations of the beſt Religi- 
on, can't bur ſce there is a great deal wanting. to 
be ſtill done for its Support and Service. Where 
the Clergy are wanting to their Duty, there 
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are Laws and Canons to oblige them to it; but 
- ought they not alſo to be ſo provided for, as 
that they may attend upon that Duty? For as 
Religion can't ſubſiſt without a Clergy, neither 

can a Clergy without a Maintenance,” and that 
proportion d, not only to bare Neceſſity, but 
with ſome Regard to the Dignity of their Fun 
ction. 1 

And upon "his Head it might be alſo: urg d 
from Scripture, and from Reaſon, and from the 
Principles of Natural and Reveald | Religion, 
that as the Office of the Preſthood has always 
been accounted Honourable, ſo has it been di- 
ſtinguiſh'd with ſuitable Encouragement. That 
by the Moſuic Inſtitution, as it is ir known, 

they had the ſingular Privilege being ac- 
counted God's peculiar Lot, or e 5 
ſuch, that they had not only their Lands 1855 
Cities among the feveral Tribes, but had all the 
Tithes ard Oblations that were offer'd unto 
God, and by that Means, thoꝰ they were the 
leaſt numerous, yet they were the beſt provided 
for of all the Tribes of 1ſrael. 

That according to the Balgenen Thfbibuel6ir; 
they are commanded by our Bleſſed Lord to en- 
ter upon their Miniſtry, without Scrip, without 
Bread, and without Money, and to expect their 
Maintenance! entirely from thoſe” whom they 
Minifter'd unto; for being made Partakers (as 
St. Paul ſaith) of their ſpiritual things And we 
find accordingly,” ſuch was the Piety of the firlt 
Ages, that farenough from grudging an Allow- 
ance of what was neceſſary, they were boundleſs 
in their Bounty, and their Kindneſs to them, e- 
ſtecming them indeed worthy of the double Ho- 
nour that was allow'd them for their Works 
ſake, and Revere -encivg them as the Angels of 25 


aid of Chrift Yeſus,for their Labour in the Mord and 

Kay, and it muſt be ſaid of Mankind in ge- 
neral, that while in any dne Meaſure they mam- 
fain'd the Dignity of their Nature; that is, 
where they believe a God, and are conſcious of 
their Duty to Worſhip and Obey him, they have 
not been wanting to pay that Regard taht is due 
to ſuch as had the Honour to attend his Service. 
They eſteem'd them for that Reaſon, as the A- 
gents, or Domeſticks of the Divine Powers, and 
worthy of an 'Enconragement faitable to the 
Dignity of that Relation. This invited the beſt 
Merits, and the beſt Qualify'd to defire the Ho- 
ly Office. The tender Ufage'of the Egyptian 
Prieſts. mention'd in Holy Scripture, is an In- 
ſtance of that Regard which natural Religion 
teaches us to alloẽ them. How they were en- 
courag'd in the celebrated States of Greece and 
Rome, where Learning and good Senſe ſo much 
Aouriſh'd, needs not to be infiſted on. Nor have 
we had as yet any accounts of thoſe more Sa- 
vage latter Infidels, who have been ſince diſco- 
ver'd, who have not in the beſt manner they 
were able guarded them with Reſpect, and pre- 
ſerv'd them from that Contempt, to which it 
is ſeen ſome of higher Pretences are ſo willing to 
expoſe them. Nay, and more particularly it is 
alledg'd, that even the Mahometans are fo pro- 
fuſely generous in this reſpect, as that it is* com- 
puted that a third part of the Lands of their 
vaſt Empire is allotted for the Maintenance ot 
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their Pariſh Prieſts, or Emaums, and the ſup- 
ort of their Moſchs and Temples, to the great 
. as my Author well obſerves, of thoſe 
ſordid Chriſtians. who deal ſo ſparingly by their 
Paſtors, and part ſo difficulty with any thing to 
ſacred Ules. 
But further, as the Laws of God direct us, and 
as it appears that natural Principles have thus 
influenc d the Heathen World to be favourable 
to their Clergy, ſo it may be ſhewn that there i is, 
perhaps no Chriſtian Church or State; where in 
general they have been worſe rovided for, than 
in this Kingdom, fince the Reformation. As to 
the - Romiſh Party, it is known to all, Their 
Fault has been, not to be too ſparing, — too la- 
viſh of their Bene factions to them, and while 
that Spirit reign'd among us, we were not to be 
reſtrain'd by Laws nor Statutes from giving all 
that way; but from that Extream we have been 
directly tutn'd into the other. But again, as to 
the Reform'd, it will, I think, be. difficult to 
find, that they are any where ſo Impoveriſh'd 
as among us. The Proviſion made for them by 
the Heluetick Bodies, is ſaid to be Encouraging 
and Reſpectful. Their common' Salaries in Hol- 
land (we heat) are at leaſt, 100 J. per Annum, 
beſides ſome further Proviſion, if their Families 
| Increaſe. In Scotland (as Biſhop: Burnet tells us) 
there is no Church Endow'd with-leſs than 50 J. 
per Annum, which is (conſidering the cheapneſs of 
the Country, as Bp. Kennet well obſerves) ſupe- 
rior to 100 J. per. Annum in England, any where 
within a hundred Miles of London. Again; in 
Ireland, by the Care and Bounty of our Graci- 
ous Sovereign, and the Benefactions of many 
Venerable Biſhops, and other good Patriots, 
the Parochial Churches are generally again well 


proyfdcd for. And thus it is with the Churches 
| chat 


— Io 5 
that ate about us. So that upon the whole, it 
may be alledg'd, that the Divine Authority, that 
the Senſe and Practice of Men of all Religions, 
Reform'd, and Unreform'd, do all concur, with 
many other Conſiderations, to recommend the 
Caſe of the Poor Clergy of this Kingdom, to 
the generous Care and Goodneſs of our Gover- 
nours. e | 14 Pp 
And in the laſt place, it may, we hope, be ad- 
ded, that their Conduct has not been ſo ill, nor 
their Merits ſo low, as to deſerve to be the moſt 
neglected. And that it can't, without Injuſtice 
be deny'd, but that the Pains, and Labour, and 
the Worth of the general part of them has de- 
ferv'd Encouragement. Tis true, there have 
been thoſe, whoſe Buſineſs it has been to Abuſe 
and Vilify them. But theſe are Men that do not 
tremble to deny the God that made them, and 
the Lord that bought them, and to deſpiſe his 
Word, his Sacraments, and his Ordinances; and 
it is no wonder therefore that they treat his Mi- 
niſters accordingly. Not that it is contended, but 
there are faulty Clergy- men, as what Communi- 
ty, but muſt have ſome unhappy Members. Yer 
notwithſtanding this, I think it cannot be de- 
ny'd, but that from the Reformation downward, 
their Conduct has been ſuch as to adorn their 
Character and Profeſſion, and ſuch as has 
been for the Honour and Credit of the Refor- 
mation, in Times, even of the greateſt Difficul- 
ty and Tryal. For with what Heroick Chriſti- 
anity, and Primitive Reſignation did they bear 
up againſt the Fire and Faggots of Q. Marys 
Days? With what ſolid Reaſonings did they 
Refute the Cavils, and Expoſe the Enthuſiaſm of 
another Party in Queen Elizabeth's, and King 
James his Days * Afterwards, when for _—_ | 
8 e 8 ins 


e * * 


dgins it was the Will of Heaven to viſit us wih 
ſevere Judgments, with what Meekneſs and Con- 
ſtancy did they ſubmit ro the Outrages, and 
Oppreſſions yd particularly levell'd againſt them 
in the gloomy. Days of our Civil Diſcord and 

Contuſions? Again, after they were ſo long re- 

-proach'd, as Popiſhly affected, to the Confuſion 


660 


thoſe Slanders, what a noble Stand did the 


make againſt that Popery ( they were charg'd to 
be inclin'd to) in the laſt King James his Days? 
In a Word, with how much good Learning, and 
plain and clear Reaſonings have they all along 


defended our Holy Religion, and our Conſtituti- 


on, againſt our Enemies on every ſide? And, 
laſtly, With how great and. ſingular Proficiency, 
to their own, and their Country's Honour, have 
many of themexcell'd in all good Learning, and 
given Proof of it, not only in what more imme- 
diately concerns their own Frofeſſion, in being 


good Linguiſts and Hiſtorians, skilful Caſuiſts, 
folid and clear Diſputants, and moſt excellent 


Preachers; but allo as extraordinary Mathema- 
ticians, Philoſophers, and Criticks, as may, per- 
haps be 'inſtanc'd in any Church-or Nation, of 


no greater Compaſs 5 


Again, may it not be added, that they Re 
alſo been firm in their Adherence to the Intereſts 
of the Crown and Kingdom, and to their utmoſt 
contributed to the Welfare and Support of them, 


as the moſt Loyal Subjects in every Reign (if we 


except the late Folly and Perverſencſs of a few 
inconfiderahle ' Perſons.) And how ready 
have they ſtill been, generouſly to expend their 


| Eftates (thoſe that have any) to the Benefit of 


the Publick, as in Huſpitality, Charity, Endow- 
ing Schools, Colleges, or Hoſpitals, Repairing 


Churches, and augmenting the Revenues . of 


them ; erecting and turniſhing of Libraries, di- 
ſtributing 
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ſtributing Bibles, and other good Books to the 
poor, and the like. And ſince that thoſe among 
them, who are able, are alſo willing to do Gogd 
with what they have; ſhou'd nat this be ſome 
inducement, both to encourage them that do ſas _ 
and to conciliate more Com paſſion to thoſe a- 
mong them who are Indigent; eſpecially, ſince 
it falls out ſo among the Clergy now, that they 
can only have their Maintenance, and that what 
they do not ſpend in Charity, muſt in their Po- 
ſterity return unto the Laity, and can't be car- 
ry'd off as formerly, to ſupport the Pomp, and 
Pride, and the Luxury and Ambition of the Ro- 
Therefore in the laſt place, it ſhould not be 
forgotten that the Clergy now, are not as for- 
merly, Foreign Spies, or Emiſſaries; Talians, 
Germans, French, or Spaniards, the Pape's Crea- 
tures ſent to Pillage and Export the Riches. of 
the Nation, * bur they have the Honour to bę 
Britains, the Children, or Deſcendents, many 
of them of the Worthieſt, and beſt Families in 
the Kingdom, or at leaſt all of them fellow Citi> 
zens, and Natives, who have utterly diſclaim'd 
all Forreign Intereſts and Dependencies, and are 
incorporated into one Body Politick, with the 
Laity, under one Supream Head in Matters Ege 
cleſiaſtical, as well as Civil, and without any 
l ad 5 ' e N 1 t 
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About A.D. 1252. Forreigners, eſpecially Italians, had 
the beſt Biſhopricks and Livings in England, ſome were 
Children, ſome illiterate, almoſt all ignorant of the Engliſh 
Tongue, they minded not their Flocks, nor ſo much as ſaw 
their Churches in their lives. Of this Abuſe Inquiſition he- 
ing made, it was found the Yearly Revenues of Forreigners 
* 2mounted to ſeventy thouſand Marks; whereas the King, 
(as M. Paris, who then liv'd, ſays) receiyv d hardly Twenty. 
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Exempt, or Burthenſome Juriſdiction ; nay, ſo 
far deſtitute of any peculiar Immunity, or any 
real Benefit of Clergy, as that they are rather 
loaded with greater Payments for what belongs 
to them, than any others; as being chargeable, 
not only with many Payments, as Eccleſiaſticks, 
but with all other Taxes in common with the 
Laity; and theſe Conſiderations, if they have 
their due weight, ſhou'd not only render them 
the leſs annoy'd for what they have, but engage 
the Publick the better to provide for them, as to 


_ whatever they ſtand in need of. 


Having thus endeavour'd to ſhew the Reaſons- 
bleneſs of augmenting the Revenues of our many 
indigent Cures, what naturally occurs next to 
beenquir'd into, is, to conſider of the Means how 
theſe Deficiencies may be ſupply'd. But that is 


| what IJ hambly beg leave to ſubmit, with that 


Deference that is due, to the Wiſdom of the 
Publick, who can beft ſee after what manner, 
and to what degree it ſhou'd be done. I ſhou'd 
therefore here conclude, but that 1 humbly con- 
ceive, it may be of great uſe to confirm what 


I have here advanc' d, to ſhew what has been the 


Senſe of our Gracious Governours, and of our 
Worthieſt Patriots in this Affair. And that 
ſhall be the Subject of the following Section. 
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The Sentiments and Declarations of , 


moſt Gracions Kings,and Worthieſt Pa- 
riots, with Regard to the Augmenta- 
tions of Poor Livings in this Kingdom 
7 HE Poverty of the Inferior Cletgy, and the 
Deſolation and Contempt that Religion 


was thereby exposd to, upon the Reformati- 


on, being obſerv'd, it did betimes convince the 
molt conſiderate part of the Nation, of the Ne- 
ceflity of taking ſome Care to remove thoſe E- 


vils: they therefore endeavonr'd to get ſome Re- 
lief to the Parochial Clergy. Scarce any of our 


moſt Gracious Kings and Queens from the Re- 


formation, ſcarce any of our wiſeſt and heſt Pa- 


triots in every Reign, who have not expreſs d a 
tender Concern for them. \ en | 
lt was one of the plauſible Reaſons given for 
the Diſſolving the Religious Houſes, that the 
King might be impower'd to apply their Reve- 
nues unto better Uſes, that is, to ere& new 


Biſhopricks, and.tod provide Exhibitions for 


Worthy Miniſters, that God's Word might be 
better ſet forth. This the King was pleas d to 
promiſe, and this he was advis'd to, f © to pre- 


— 


an 4 


= Biſhop Burner, Hiſtory of ibe Reformation, Part 1. Book 2. 


p. 262. Ib. p. 238. and P. 240. 
+ Aiſt. of the Reformation, Vol. 2. Book I. P. 26. 
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vent his Clergy from falling into that Biggotry 
* that was likely to drive them again into Flat- 
«© tery, Superſtition, and the old Religion.” _ 

In his Son King Edward's Days, tis obſerv:d 
alſo, that ſuch as were concern'd for the Pro- 
greſs of the Reformation, did lament the Diffi- 
culty of it upon the account of the ſmall Encou- 
ragement given to thoſe who were to labour in 
it. «<< However it was hop'd, this great Abuſe 
„ wou'd be remedy'd when that good King 
© ſhou'd come to Age himſelf, to uſe his own, 
© Authority to give them a better Maintenance. 
And theſe Hopes vaniſh'd, yet was it then ac- 
knowledg'd by the Act for Alienating Chan- 
tries, Cc. That there was need enough of 
« their being apply'd for the Maintenance of 
« Preachers, and increaſe of Vicarages. 

But what was then intended, was in this re- 
ſpect more effectually done in the ſucceeding 
Reign : tho' miſtaken in other Matters, yet was 
ſhe Right in this, that ſhe thought a Mainte- 
nance: ſhou'd be allow'd to the Maintenance of 
Religion. And purſuant to this Principle, 'tis 
ſaid, that f“ She Gracioufly reſolv'd before the 
« Meeting of her Parliament, to reſtore unto 
te the Clergy the Firit-fruits, and all impropri- 

F ated Parſonages and Tythes that were in the 

; “ Crown. And an Act was paſs'd accordingly, 
- A. D. 1555, for the Extinguiſhing of the Firſt 
Fruits, &c. and diſpoſing of the Tenths, and of 

the Parſonages Impropriate in the Crown, to 

augment ſmall Livings, and the better ſupport 


4 p 
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* Hiſtory of the Reformation, Vol. 2. p. 45, 
+ Cafe of Impropriations, p. 148 — 


8 * 


„ 

| VV 

'of the Poor Clergy. Which is well obſerv'd to 
have been in the Eyes of all the World a gene= 
rous Act of Piety, and Juſtice, and worthy of 
the Declaration then made by the King and 
Queen, that they were unwilling to be Defenders 
of the Faith, ih Name, Stile, and Title only, 
but rather defir'd, and feſolv'd to aſſert that 
Title by their Deeds and Actions 

Nor ought it to be imputed to want of juſt 
Regards to her Clergy, and the Church, in the 
excellent Queen that came next, that theſe Bene- 


fact ions were not continu'd, but to the Avarice 


of thoſe about her, who meaſur'd their preten- 
ded Zeal for the Reformation, according to the 
Eſtates they got by it. Tisttue, what they 
took away from the Church, was pretended to be 


beſtow'd upon the Crown, but then it was ia or- 
der to be beg'd again, and lo divided amongſt 


themſelves ; thus what was beſtow'd upon. the 
Church in Queen Mary's Days, was again re- 
ſum'd in Queen Elizabeth's. But this again 
oblig'd the Cletgy to complain of their Diſtreſs, 
«That. ſo great a part of their Maintenance 
© was taken from them, that their Privileges 
« were loſt; that the Tythes reſerv'd for them 
te were unwillingly paid, orelſe diminiſh'd, by 
© laying dowh of Tillage, and other fraudulent 
c Meaſures. Such indeed we are gold were the 
Proceedings of thoſe Times, but they ſoon ex- 
perienc'd the many ill Effects thereof; as, name- 
1y, firſt; that Men of Abilities and Letters cou'd 
not be found to ſupply tae ſmaller Cures, becauſe 
c it was impoſſible to live upon them, and there= 
ce fore that illiterate, mean, and ignorant Mecha- 
tc nicks were ordain'd to ſerve them, whole Be- 
«© haviour was Scandalons and Uncreditable. 
* Secondly, That it increas'd the Number of the 

| G 3 | . 
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Poor; who were wont to be reliev d, no 
only by the diſſolv'd Abbies, but in ſome 


(i162) b 


* 
1 


meaſure by the Parochial Clergy, who being 


now burden'd with greater Families, but ſup- 
ported with leſs Income, cou'd neither em- 
ploy nor relieve ſo many of their poor Neigh- 


bours as they were wont to do. Thirdly, It 


was the occaſiqn of Spoils and Dilapidations 


upon Eccleſiaſtical Livings ; the Clergy upon 
the account of their Poyerty, being unable 15 
repair their Houſes, much leſs to keep Hof- 
pitality and Charity. Fourthly, It was the 
ſcandalous occaſion of the Union of Eccleſia- 


te ſtical Livings, becauſe of the Inſufficiency of 


cc 
p &c 


c 


c 


then Hpgly far majntatoing an Jacymbent, ang 
was therefore a means of demolifhing many 
Houſes of God, diminiſhing the Body of the 


_ & Clergy, of ſubſtracting the ſolemn Offices of 
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cc 
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Religion, and allowing worſe Accommoda- 
tions to the Souls of the People. And laſt of 
all, that it was the occaſion of the Scandal of 
Pluxalities and Non-refidence, which were 
Grievances neceſſary to be conniv'd at, while 
more than halt the Benefices of this Kingdom 
were nat ſeverally a Competence for a mean 
Perſon. Of theſe Grievances we are told that 
at good Queen was late appriz'd, and might 


intend, but did not live to remedy them. 


o 


But as her Succeſſor had experienc'd ſuch 


Evils, and had happily redreſs'd them in Scot- 


land; ſo upon his Acceſſion to the Engliſb Throne, 
he wiſely thought that nothing wou'd more in- 
gratiate him in the beginning of his Reign, and 
ſecure a Bleſſing to it, than a Pious Care for the 
diſtreſſed Church and Clergy. “ He therefore 
f earneſtly recommended to the Arch-Biſhops, 


Cc 


+ 


to the Univerſities, and to all Patrons to con- 


(103) 
ce cur with him in providing better for them; 
« and he expreſſy intimared; that the aN 
way to ſupply this Defect, was to reſtore the Im- 


propriations.to the uſe for which they were in- 


e tended, and that herein he himſelf wou'd ſet 
« them an Example, which, he hop'd his Sub- 
cc jets ſhou'd be induc'd to imitate, But as this 
Author continues, the Jealouſies of that Age, 
and the Avarice of ſome Courtiers, made it, be- 
yond the King's Power to execute his good 
Intentions to the Church of Englaud, "Is he 
ſucceeded better with regard to Scotland, aud hy 
Ireland. 

However theſe Diſcouragements did pot hin- 
der the moſt excellent and good King that came 
next, from entering on 15 ame Deſign. For we 
find, © that he earneſtly recommended it to his 
| Parliament, to take care that every Pariſh 
« ſhau'd provide a competent. Maintenance ſor 
„ an able Miniſter, and that Impropriators 
4 ſhou'd allow ſufficient Stipends. But pothing 
of this being then done, it is {aid that he again 
recommended it to the following Parliament: 
And“ That he reprehended the B ſhops, in par- 
1 ticular, for. being ſilent in the Cauſe of the 
« Church, and for not ſignifying to him what 
4 might be uſeful, or prejudicial to it.” Such 
was his Concern, ſuch his Pious Purpoſes: for 
Religion. But alas! the Good he wou'd, he 


cou'd not do, and yet the Faction that oppes d 


his intended Benefactions to the impropriated 
Churches, found themſelves obliged to augment 
them for the ſubſiſtence of their own Crea- 
tures, whom they put. in the poilciioy of 
them. - 
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Hut to proceed, neither was King Charles the 


Setond inſenſible of the extteam Poverty of the 
general part of the Parochial Churches in his 
Kingdom, and beihg mindtul of it at the Re- 
ſtautation, he ſent his gracious Declarations to 
to the Biſhops,' Deans and Chapters, requiring 
them to make the neceſſary Augmentatſons to 
the Churches reſped ively belonging to thein. 
In the ſucceeding Reign indeed no favour was 
texpettcd, and afterwards the difficuſties of the 
Times were ſuch as to ſuperſede' the Cake of 
_ theſe Things. But the late moſt excellent 
Queen, as far as ſhe was able, has made amends 
fot the Omiſſions of any of her Predeceſſors, by 
her moſt Gracious Bounty of the Firſt fruits, and 
Tenths to the Benefit of her poorer Clergy, 
_ Which is the greateſt * Benefaction ſince the Re- 
formation that has been yet given them. And 
for this her ſingular Affection to the Proteſtant 
Religion, and the Eftabliſh'd Chitrch, fot her 
Piety that adornid them, and for her Royal 
Bounty given to the Support of them; may het 
Nawe and Memöry be ever dear to all ſicceeds 
ing Generations. And our moſt Gracious So- 
rerelgn who ſucceeds her, being alſo ſo happily 
affeded to dur Reformation; will, wie doubt 
"Hot; perfect what ſhe began, and make the Roy- | 
A Bounty to the poor Clergy ſufficient for their 
Maintenance. This we hope is one of thoſe 
good things, among many others, reſerv'd to be 
accompliſh'd by his Conſummate Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs for the Welfare and Happineſs of his 
77: | 
- Bur as it appears that out moſt Gracious So- 
vereign in have thus endeavour'd to relieve tht 
Clergy,ſo has it alſo been the Senſe of ſeveral Por- 
iaments, that they ſufficiently ſtand in need of 
it; 


. | 
it; as appears from the ſevetal Statutes that 
from time to time have paſs'd in favour of them. 
As namely, the Act for Conſolidating. of fall 
Livipgs, for Ineloſing of Commons, Cc. and 
more eſpecially by that favourable Act of ſet- 
fling of the Firſt-fruits and Tenths upon 
them. 

And from theſe happy Advances we have juſt 
encouragement given, that they will in time per- 
fect what i is yet wanting, and ſo provide as that 
the pooreſt Clerks may have a Maintenance, and 
that ſufficient for their Labour 
And this is What many of out beſt Patriots, 

both in and out of Parliament, have contended 
for; the ſame good Providence that actuated theſe, 
will, we truſt in God, raiſe up others to imitate 
their Zeal and Goodneſs, till they have accom- 

liſn'd it. In the mean time I can't conclude 
this Diſcourſe, better than by ſubjoyving the ex- 
cellent Speeches and Sentiments of many of thoſe 
Illuſtrious Perſons, who have already labour di in 
this Affair. 

I begin with the Meriorable Speech of Sir 
Benjamin Rudyard, a Member of. the long Parli- 
ament, who ventur'd, even then to be an Ad- 
vocate for the Poor Clergy. Upon a Propaial 
of providing better for them, and by way o 
Reply to thoſe who objected againſt their Vices 
he addreſs d himſelf in the following manner. 
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Did not think to have ade again to 
this Bill, * becauſe I was willing to believe, 
chat the Forwardneſs of this Committee would 
have prevented me; but now I do hold my 
ſelf bound to Tpeak, and to ſpeak ip ear- 


cee In the firſt Year of the King, and the ſe 


cond Convention, I firſt W for the In- 
creaſe and Enlarging of Miniſters Livings. 1 
ſhew'd how neceſſary it was to be done; how 
ſhameful it was that it had been ſo long neg⸗ 
lected; this was alſo commended to the Houſe 
by his Majeſty. 
« There were then (as now) many Accuſati- 
ons on foot againſt Scandalous Miniſters ; 1 
was bold to tell the Houle, that there were 
Scandalous Livings too, which were much the 
cauſe of the other: Livings of five Marks, and 
five Pounds a Year; that Men of Worth, and 
good Parts would not be muzzled up to ſuch 
Pittances: That there were ſome. Places in 
England which were ſcarce in Chriſtendom, where 
God was little better known than amongſt the 


Indians. I exampled it in the uttermoſt parts 


of the North, where the Prayers of the com- 
mon People are more like Spells and Charms, 
than Devotions. The ſame Blindneſs and Ig—- 
norance is in divers parts of Wales, which 
many of that utfy do both know and la- 


my 


cad. 


— 


* Caſe of Impropriators, Appendix, Number XI, 
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e declared alſo, that to plant good Mini- 
7 ſters in good Livings, was the ſtrongeſt and 
e ſureſt Means to eſtabliſh true Religion; that it 
c would prevail more againſt Papiſtry than the 
« making of new Laws, or executing of old; 
c that it would counter work Court: connivance, 
ce and lukewarm Accommodation; that tho' the 
“Calling of Miniſters be never ſo glorious with 
« in, yet outward Poverty will bring Contempt 
« upon them, eſpecially among thoſe: that mea= 
4 ſure Men by the Acre, and weigh them by the 
„Found, which indeed is the Hesel part of 
cc Men. oo | 

« Tcan't but Nepp, how Paid in Germany 1 
* was exceedingly ſcandalized to ſee the poor 
« Stipendiary Min iſters ofthe ReformedChurch= 
c es there deſpiſed and neglected, by reaſon of 
cc their Poverty, being otherwiſe very Grave and 
« Learned Men. I am afraid that this is a part 
« of the Burden of Germany, which ought to be 
4 Warning for us. I have heard many Ob- 
66 jections and Difficulties, even to Impofſſibili- 
te ties againſt this Bill. To him that is unwil- 
* ling to go, there is ever a Bear, or a Lion in 
ce the Way. Firſt let us make our ſelves wil- 
© ling, then will the Way beeaſy and ſafe e- 
* nough. I have obſerved that we are always 
c“ very eager and fierce againſt Papiſtry, againſt 
« Scandalous Miniſters, and againſt things that 
& are not within our Power. I ſhould be glad 
« to ſee that we did delight as well in Reward- 
« ing as in Puniſhing, and in undertaking Mat- 
« ters within our reach. As this is abſolutely 
* within our Power, our own Duty is next, and 
2 other Men's is fartheſt off. I don't ſpeak this, 
© that I do miſlike the deſtroying and pulling 
* down of that which is ill; bur then let us be 
F 2D . „„ cc as . 
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7 as earneſt to plant and: build up that which is 
* good in the room of it; for why ſhon'd we be 
« deſolate? The beſt and neareſt way to diſpel 
« Darkneſs, and the Deeds thereof is to let iti 
„Light. We 9 the Day breaks, but no Main 
% ever heard the Voice of it. God comes in the 
<« ſtill Voice: let us quickly mend our Candle- 
£6 SLES, and;we can't want Light, 
I am afraid this Backwardneſs of ours will 
« give our Adverſaries occaſion to-ſay, that we 
< choſe our Religion, becauſe it is the cheapet 


bt; of the two, that we could willingly ſerve God 


« with ſomewhat that ſhould coſt us nought;; be- 


2 lieve me, he chat thinks to ſave any thing by 


< his Religion but his Soul, will be a terrible 
cc loſer in the end. We ſow: ſparingly, that is 
re the reaſon we reap ſo ſparingly, and have nd 
« more fruit. Methinks whoſoever hates Papi- 
«. ſtry, ſhould by the ſame. Rule hate Covetouſ- 
« neſs, for that is Idolatry too. I never liked 
ce hot Pro ſeſſions and cold Actions. Such a Heat is 
ce rather the Heat of Diſtemper and Diſeaſe, 


_<' than of Life and ſaving Health. For ſcanda- 
c lous Miniſters, there is no Man ſhall be more 


<« fincerely forward to have them puniſhed than 
J will be; when Sali hath loft its Savour, let it 
ebe caſt out upon the unſavoury Place, the 
„ Dunghil. But, Sir, let us deal with them as 
God hath dealt with us. God, before he made 
c Man, he made the World a handſome place 
ec for him to dwell in. So let us provide them 
% competent Livinos, and then puniſh them in 


© God's Name: But till then, Scandalous Li- 


& vings cant but have Scandalous Miniſters. It ever 
& ſhall be a Rule ro me, that when the Church 
% and Common-wealth are both of one Relisi- 
© Ou; it 1s comely and decent that the ourward 

5 1 


e 


(Een 


* Splendor of the Church ſhould hold a Pro- 


* portion, and participate with the Proſperity 


of the Temporal State, For why ſhould we . 


dwell in Houſes of Cedar, and ſuffer God to 


dwell in Skins? 


lt was a glorious and: e Work of 
King James, | ſpeak it to his unſpeakable Ho- 
nour, and to the praiſe of that Nation, who 
tho their Country be not ſo rich as ours, yet 


are they richer in their Affections to Religion: 
Within the ſpace of one Lear he cauſed to be 


planted Churches thro' all Scotland, and the 


Borders, worth thirty Pounds a Year apiece, 
with a Houſe, and ſome Glebe belong 


ing to them; which thirty Pounds a Year, 
conſidering the Cheapneſs of the Country, and 
the modeſt Faſhion of Men's Living there, 1s 
worth double as much as any where within 
a hundred Miles of London. The Printed 


Act and Commiſſion, whereby it was execu- 
ted, I have here in my hand, deliver'd unto 


me by a Noble Gentleman of that Nation, and 
a Worthy Member of this Houſe, Sir Francis 
Steward. To conclude, altho' Chriſtian Reli- 
gion be eſtabliſhed generally throughout this 
Kingdom, yet until it be planted more parti- 
cularly, I ſhall ſcarce think this a Chriſtian 
Common-wealth. And ſeeing it hath been 
moved and ſtirred in Parliament, it will be 
heavy upon Parliaments till it be effected. 
Let us do ſomething for God here of our 
own, and no doubt God will bleſs our Pro- 


ceeding in this Place for ever after; and for 


my own part I will never give over Solliciting 


this Cauſe, as long as Parliaments and 1 live 


together. 


May 
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May the Name and Memory of ſo hearty an 
9 9 2 of our poor Churches be ever dear to 
zus, and be had in Everlaſting Remembrance; 
and may the Great Governour and Diſpoſer of 
the Hearts of the Sons of Men, raiſe up others in 
our Senates, who after his Example ſhall never 
forbear Solliciting ſo good a Cauſe, till they 
have in ſome meaſure perfected and accomplith- 
ed it. 

Thus our Hints Senators, 350 our moſt — 
nent and Learned * Judges and Lawyers alſo 
have in like manner complained of the Miſchief 
-of Appropriations, as being the main Cauſe of 
the great Decay of Hoſpitality, Charity and 
Chriſtian Piety throughout the Kingdom, and 
one of them eſpecially, the Renowned, Sir Henry 
Spelman has ſo honeſtly repreſented the ſad Con- 
ſequences that attend the Guilt of this common 
Sacrilege, as that if what he has written were 
well weighed and confidered, ſuch as are poſſeſ- 
ſed of the Churches Patrimony, would very 
probably be leſs fond of their new Acqueſts, and 
not ſo apt to think their Eſtates improved by a 
Revenue, that by long Experience is obſerved 
ſo often to ſhift Maſters, and to be ſo rarely fol- 
lowed with a Bleſſing. 2 

Nay, even my Lord Cooke, and Mr. Selden, 
+ who were not ſuſpected of over much Partia- 
lity to the Clergy, do yet complain of the Hard- 
hips they are reduced to, and of the Injuries 
done them by Impropriations. " JOE: are gi- 
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* id. Plowder's Comment in the Ciſe of Grendon's Quare 
Impedit againſt the Biſhop of Lincoln. 
+ Caſe of cron P. 185, 186, 187. 
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© ven away (ſaith the former) to Secular Per- 


* ſons, to the great hindrance of Learning, Im- 


c poveriſhment of the Miniſtry, and Infamy of 


«© the Goſpel, and Profeſſion thereof. Impro- 
4 priations, and Things Dedicated to God,” 


(ſaith the other) © tho' abuſed to Superſtition, 
yet ought they not to be prophaned, nor ap- 


< plyed to common Uſes and Lay-hands; but 
rather to the Advancement of the Church, to 
ce a better Maintenance of the labouring and 
deſerving Miniſtry, foſtering of good Arts, 
“ and Relief of the Poor. Again, he adds, The 
many Execrations annext to the Dedications 


* of things Sacred, and poured forth againſt 


* ſuch as ſhould divert them to prophane Uſes, 


* ſhould be thought on; and let them remember 
« alſo ho ſays, That it is a Deſtruction for a 
« Man to devour what is Conſecrated, Prov. 20. 
25.. Laſtly, another eminent Lawyer ſpeaks yet 


more plainly ; © An Appropriation (faith he) 


* is one among many of thoſe Monſtrous Births 
« of Covetouſneſs begotten by the Man of Rome 
* in the. dark Night of Superſtition, and yet 


* ſuffer d to live in this Day-light of the Goſ- 


e pel, . to the great hindrance of Learning, and 
«< Impoveriſhment of the Miniſtry, and the In- 
*« famy of our Profeſſion.” e 
The moſt Learned and Eminent of the Laity 
be ing ſo juſtly ſenſible of this Grievance, they 
that have more immediately felt the weight of 
it, may be well allowed alſo to complain of the 
Diſcouragements they have been thereby obliged 
to ſubmit to. It will therefore, I hope, in the 
next place, not be improper to ſubjoyn the Senſe 
of ſome of the moſt Eminent of the Clergy in 
this Affair, not only on the account of their be- 
ing beſt acquainted with the State of the 
- : Church ; 
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Ebürch; but alſo for the Reginide due to their 
fingular Piety and Judgment, and their juſt Con- 
cern for the Decay and dane of Religi- 
on. 
Many of them therefore upon How viſible 
growth of Ignorance and Irreligion, eſpecially 
in impropriate Pariſhes, did upon the Refor- 


mation, and all along ſince, earneſtly endeavour, 


by all the Means they could, to procure the Re- 
ſtitution of the Tythes to Parochial Churches. 
And particularly thoſe Renowned Martyrs, Cran- 
mer, Ridley, Latimer, and Hooper. For * Cran- 

mer is obſerved zealouſly to have oppoſed the 
Aticntzing of Tythes to the Crown; and tis 
ſaid, that he and Ridley, urged the Neceſſity of 
ſettling them for the Maintenance ef the Clergy. 
+ Biſhop Hooper actually reſtored ſome of the 
Parſonages belonging to his See, and gave his 
Reaſons for it, That he could not with a good 
Conſcience detain them. Honeſt Biſhop Lati- 
mer boldly rebuked King Henry the 8th, for his 
Neglect in this reſpect, and with equal Zeal he 
publickly advis'd the King his Son“ to reſtrain the 
© boundleſs Covetouſnels and Sacrilege of his 
& inſatiate Courtiers, by whoſe means (as he ve- 
& ry truly alledged) God's Liege People, for want 
c of Suſtenante, Spiritual aud Corporal, did Fa- 
& miſb and Decay” 

But the Cafe of Religion, upon the account of 
thatSacrilege, 1s no where better repreſented than 
in the Pretace to the Holy Martyr's Sermons ; 
where it is with great Truth acknowledged, 
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* 'Biſhop Purner's Hiftory « of the Reformation Vol. 1” 
Book I. p. 45. 

+ Caſe of Impropriations, p. 135, 
| that 


5 (98) | 

# that if we travel the Country, we may pla lg 
& ly enough ſee the Effect (as he expreſſes it) of 
“ taking of Spiritual Livings and Parſonages to 
_ be a Proviſion for Lords, Knights, and Gen» 
« tlemen's Houſes. Tou ſhould ſee great Pariſh- 
& es, and Market Towns, with: innumerable o- 
* thers, to be utterly deſtitute of God's Word ; 
& and that becauſe theſe greedy Men have 
ce ſpoil'd the Livings, and gotten them in their 
&* Hands; and inſtead of a Faithful and Pain 
« ful Teacher, they hire a Hr John, who hath 
& better skill in playing at Tables, or in keeping 
ce of a Garden, than in God's Word; and for 
& a Trifle doth ſerve the Cure, and ſo help to 


« bring the People of God in Danger of their 


« Souls: and all thoſe ſerve to accompliſh the 
© abominable Pride of ſuch Gentlemen who con- 


© {ume the Goods of the Poor (or what ſhould 


* have been given to a Learned Miniſter) in 
e coſtly Apparel, Belly-cheer, and building 
* gorgeous Houſes. But let them be affured; 
© the Day will come when it will be laid to their 
* Charge. In the mean time (as he adds) it 


* ought to be conſider d, that this is a Matter 


© ſo weighty, and the Spiritual Slaughter of 
** the Poor People is ſo Woeful and Miſerable a 
© thing, as that the Magiſtrates ought without 
* delay to look thereto, and to redreſs the ſame, 
thereby to prevent the Judgment of God from 
falling on the Nation, and more eſpecially up- 
* on thoſe, by whoſe Covetouſneſs the Pegs 
<< 'ple are letted from coming to the Knowledge 
* of Chrift. | . 
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* Thus ſpeaks this great and good Man. And 


to the He. effect ſpeaks the moſt Learned Bi- 
Jewel, dur. That whereas in ather 


n :CDuntries the receiving the Goſpel hath al- 


te ways been the cauſe that Learning hath been 
cc more ſet by; and Learning hath ever been the 
cc Furtherance of the'Goſpel : But in England, I 
c know not how it cometh: otherwiſe” to paſs; 
« for ſince the Goſpel hath been received, the 
«Maintenance for Learning is decayed, and the 
c lack of Learning will be the decay of the Goſ- 
« pel. And a little afterwards the Livings and 


_< Proviſions heretofore given to this Uſe, are 


e now taken away.-—— And whereas all other 


e Labourers and Artificers have their Hire in- 


«creaſed double as much as it was wont to be, 
only the poor Man that laboureth, and ſweat- 
“ eth in the Vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts, hath 


„ his Hire abridged. Laſtly, He concludes 


& With this Addreſs to the great Men You en- 


ce rich'd them which mock'd, and blinded, and 


ec devour'd you; ſpoilnot them now that Feed, 
c and Inſtruct, and Comfort you. 

Jo this might be added the Senſe of many o- 
thers in that Age, as the Author of the Caſe of 
Impropriations has plentifully obſerved; but the 
Sum of what they have all urged is copioully 
comprehended in the Addreſs of the Excellent 


Archbiſhop Whitgift to Queen Elizabeth, when 
he oppoſed the Sacrilegious Devices of the Ear! 


of Leiceſter : it ſpeaks the becoming Courage, 


td — — 


— 


la his Sermon before the Court on Pſalm 69. v. 9. Vide 
Biſhop J7e weſs Life before his Arcos. London, Prin- 
ted, * | 


£cal, 
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Zeal, and Piety of -an.. Archbiſhop ; and is ag 
LI beſeech your Majeſty (ſaid he) to hear me 
ce with Patience, and to believe that youts and 
« the Churches Safety are dearer: to me than 


« my Life, but my Conſcience dearer than 


<« both ; and therefore give me leave to do my 
© Dury, and to tell you, that Princes are depu- 
ted Nurſing Fathers to the Church, and owe 


© it a Protection, and therefore God 9 
„ chat you ſpould' be ſo much as Paſſive. in her 
c Ruins, when you may prevent it; or that I 
„ ſhould behold it without Horror and Deteſta- 
te tion, or ſhould forbear to tell your Maje- 
** ſty of the Sin and Danger.;. and tho you and 
* my ſelf are born in an Age of Frailtics when 
« the Primitive Picty, and Care ofthe, Charch- 


ce es Lands and Immunities, are much decayed, 


« yet, Madam, let me beg that you would 
ec, In ER and then you will believe there 
« are ſuch Sins as Prophaneneſs 3 2 
ec for if there were not, they could not have 
« Names in holy Writ, and particularly in the 
© New Teſtament. And I beſeech you to conſi- 
« der, that tho' our Saviour ſaid, he Judged 
© no Man, and to teſtify it, would not Judge, 
« nor divide the Inheritance betwixt the two 
cc Brethren ; nor would Judge the Woman taken 
« in Adultery ; yet in the Point of the Church- 
« es Rights, he was ſo zcalous, that he made 


c himſelf both the Author, Judge, and Execu- 
< tioner to puniſh thoſe Sins. Witneſs that he 


« himſelf made the Whip to drive the Propha-— 
« ners out of the Temple, overthrew the Ta- 


© bles of the Money-changers, and drove them 


« aut or 1c 
H 2 e And 


” 


And conſider, it was St. Paul ſaid to thoſe 
© Chriſtians of his Time that were offended 
« with Idolatry, thou that abhorreſt Idols, com- 
ce mitteſt thou Sacrilege ? Suppoſing I think, Sa- 
«'crilege to be the greater Sin; and this may 
© occaſion your Majeſty to conſider that there is 
& ſuch a Sin as Sacrilege, and to incline you to 
prevent the Curſe that will follow it. 1 be- 
« ſeech you alſo to conſider, that Conſtantine 
& the firſt Chriſtian Emperor, and Helena his 
« Mother, that King Edgar, and Edward the 
* Confeffor, and indeed many others of your 
© Predeceſſors, and many private Chriſtians 
ce have alfo given to God Ll his Church much 
„Land, and many Immunities, which they 
* might have given to their own Families, and 


did not, but gave them as an abſolute Right 


c and Sacrifice to God, and with theſe Immu- 
«© nities and Lands they have entail'd a Curſe 
“ upon the Alienators of them: God prevent 
« your Majeſty from being liable to the Curſe. 
«< And to make them that are entruſted with 
ce their Preſervation the better to underſtand 
ce the danger of it; I beſeech you forget not, 
« that beſides theſe Curſes, the Churches Lands 
« and Power have been alſo endeavoured to be 
ce preſerved, as far as human Reaſon, and the 
« Law of this Nation have been able to pre- 
« ſerve them, by an immediate and moſt ſacred 
© Obligation on the Conſciences of the Princes 
< of this Realm; for they that conſult Magna 
Charta, ſhall find, that as all your Predeceſſors 
« were at their Coronation, ſo you alſo were 
«© Sworn before all the Nobility and Biſhops 
« then preſent, and in the Preſence of God, 
« and in his ſtead, to him that Anointed you, 
ce zo maintain the Church Lands, and the tes 
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4 belonging to it; and this teſtified openly at the 


© holy Altar, by laying-your Hands on the Bi- 


< ble, then lying upon it. And not only Magna 
Charta, but many Modern Statutes have de- 
© nounced a Curſe upon thoſe that break Magna 
c Charta. And now what account can be given 
c for the Breach of this Oath at the laſt great 
« Day, either by your Majeſty, or by me, if it 


„ be willingly, or negligently violated, I know , 


>, | 


“ And therefore (Good Madam) let not the 
ce lace Lords Exceptions againſt the Failings of 


« ſome few Clergymen, prevail with you to 


* puniſh Poſterity for the Errors of this preſent 
« Age; let particular Men ſuffer for their parti- 
& cular Errors, but let God and his Church have 


* their Right; and tho' I pretend not to Pro- 
« phecy, yet | beg Poſterity to take notice of 
«© what is already become viſible in many Fami- 


© lies; That Church Land added to an ancient In- 


& heritance, hath proved like a Moth fretting a 
* Garment, and ſecretly conſumed both; or like 
ce the Eagle that ſtole a Coal from the Altar, and 
< thereby ſet her Neſt on fire, which conſumed 
„ both her Young and her ſelf that ſtole it. And 
e tho' I ſhall forbear to ſpeak Reproachfully ef 
« your Father, yet I beg you to take notice, 


A 


« that a part of the Church's Rights, added to ö 
c the vaſt Treaſure left him by his Father, hath 
« been conceived to bring an unavoidable Con- 


* ſumption upon both; ngtwithſtanding all his 
e Diligence to preſerve it. And conſider, that 
© after the Violation of thoſe Laws, to which 
c he had Sworn iti Magna Charta, God did ſo 


c far deny him his reſtraining Grace, that he 


* fell into greater Sins than TI am willing to men- 
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tion. Madam, Religion is the Foundation and 


— — 


WW / 
I 
1 
| q 
\ 1 
$4 1 
2 
N 
* t 
"7 ' : 
17 
. i 
: 
— 
1 
4 N 
1 
1 
i 
1 
1 © 
2 4 Cords . 
; T. 2 1 
4 2 4 
4 1 
2 
1 k 
f 
3: Wi 
} 
F "7 
: 3 4 
1 1 
"FL 
Ef 
q 65 
i 
1 
. 
| l 
15 i 
Mi 
; J. 
4 
1 
1 
s 18 
1 
= 
i 
1 
q 
[1 1 
I 
i 2 
: N 
y ! 
1 : 
F: 
'; 
p i 
* 


if 
i 
- 
| 
| 
1 
# 
7 


40 


k : Cement of human Societies; and when they 
tc that ſerve at God's Altar ſhall be expoſed to 
10 Poverty, then Religion it ſelf will be  expbſtd 
ce to Scorn, and become contemptible; as you 
c may already obſerve in too many poor Vica- 
s rages in this Nation. And therefore as you 
ke are by a late Act, or Acts entruſted with a 
cc great Power to preſerve or waſte the Chutch's 
Lands, yet diſpoſe of them for Jeſus ſake as 
ce the Donors intended: Let neither Falſhood 
cc nor Flattery beguile you to do otherwiſe, and 
cc put a ſtop (I beſeech you) to the approaching 
0 « Ruins of God's Church, as you expect Com- 
& fort at the. laſt great Day ; for Kings muſt be 
* Judged. Pardon this Alfeckionate Plainnels, 
be my moſt dread Sovereign, and let me beg to 
.< be ſtill continued in your Favour, and the 
Lord ſtill continue you in his. 

Thus did this moſt Excellent Arch-Biſhop 
intreat and beg his Sovereign with the moſt Per- 
ſwaſive and Divine Eloquence to regard the In- 
tereſt of Religion, and God gave that Blefling 
to his Endeavours, that ſhe oſs. aftewards had 2 
greater Value for his Perſon, and was more care- 
ful and tender of the Church's Rights than ſhe 
had been before. 

We have now again, God be praiſed, another 
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* + or Walton's Life of Mr. Hooker before Mr. Hooker's 
Works. | 

+ Felix itaq; Gens & fortunata, Gens vere utraq; ſorte 
beata, ſi Przlatos haberent bonos & paſtores, unoq) Gau- 
8 Principe illoq; bono. Girald. Cambr. Deſcrip. Cap. 8. 
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one profoundly Learned, and of venerable and 
ſhining Piety, and of equal Zeal and Diligenet 


to diſcharge the Duty of his high Station. And 


under the Active ai. Auſpicious Conduct of ſo 
Holy a Father, ſupported with the Divine Bleſ- 
ſing, and the Countenance and Encouragement 


of ſo Gracious and Wiſe a Monarch, may we 


not at length hope to ſee the Church ere re- 
pair her Deſolations? 

But to proceed, as this was the Senſe of fo 
many great and good Men in Queen Elizabeth's 
Days, ſo a cloud of Witneſſes of the ſame kind 
might. be eafily produced in the ſucceeding 
Reigns, and the venerable Names of Arch- 
biſhop Laud, Uher, Bramhall, and of Biſhop | 
Morton, Barrow, Warner, and many other great 
Divines, are obſerved, both by their Addreſſes 
to the Publick, and by the diſpoſal of their pri- 
vate Charities, to have abundantly declared how 
great a need they thought there is of providing 


better for our impoveriſh'd Churches. And of 


thoſe many, I ſhall beg leave only to in- 
ſtance but in one or two, who 1 believe will 


be allowed not to complain without. oeca- 


ſion. 
The firſt is the Reug mug and Judbaiohs 


Chillingworth, who openly enough declares our 
Religion to have fallen to the loweſt Contempt 


in this Nation, becauſe of the common Sacri- 
lege. Thus in one of his Sermons, being to ad- 
viſe even thoſe to make Reſtitut ion, who knew 
not the Perſons they had injured, in that caſe he 


tells them, the Reſtitution ought to be made to 


God himſelf; his Words are, © Let him be ſo 


18 charitable, and do that Kindneſs to God, as 


« to beſtow it in Alms on his poor Servants ; or 
tc ſince God himſelf is grown ſo Poor and Nee- 
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te dy (eſpecially in this Kingdom) that he hath 
* not Means enough to repair his gwii Houſes, 
tt hor ſcarce to make them Habitable, he may 
& do well to reſcue God's Churches from being 
& Habitations for Beaſts, or Stables for Cattle 
1 to lodge in. Or, laſtly, which more concerns 
d you, ſince God is here grown ſs much out of 
f Purſez as that he has not Means enough to 
c pay his own Servants Wages, equal to the 
te meaneſt of your Hauſhold Servants; let them 
ec not be any longer the Mocking-ſtocks of thoſe 
© Canaanites, your Enemies that ſo ſwarm in 
d your Land. Here is a Subject fit indeed for 
* your Charity, and a miſerable Caſe it is (God 
4 knows) that they ſhould be the Perſons, who 
© of all Conditions of Men ſhould ſtand in great- 
© eſt need of your Mercy and Charity.“ After 
he had thus obſerved the great Neceſſities 
of the poor Clergy, he then very ſeaſonably 
obviates an Obje&ion, which he well enough 
knew ſome kind of People would be apt to 
make againſt this kind of Charity, and thus pro- 
ceeds. e 
* 5 Oh, but will ſome Men ſay, we have found 
& dut now at what the Preacher aims, all this 
* ado about Reſtitution is only to enrich the 
* Clergy. If ſuch Thoughts and Jealouſies a- 
„ riſe in your Hearts (as I know by experience 
ce tis no unlikely thing they ſhould) oh then l 
e beſeech you for the Mercy of God, confjder 
in what a miſerable State the Chureh muſt. 
b needs be, when the molt likely Courſe to keep 
e“ the Miniſters of God from ſtarving, muſt be 
« your Sins; when thoſe to whom you have 
te committed your Souls in Truſt (as they that 
e muſt give God an account for them) ſhall 
« thrg' Want and Penury be render'd ſa _—_— 


e OY 
4 jeſs and Low-ſpirited, that for fear of your 
« Anger, and danger of Starving, they ſhall not 


& dare to interrupt or hinder you when you run 


* head-long in the Path that leads you to De- 
© ſtruction. When out of Faint- heartedneſs 
they ſhall not dare to take notice, no, not of 


« the moſt ſcandalous Sins of their Patrons, 


se but which is worſe, be the moſt forward offi- 
&« cious Paraſites to ſooth them in their Crimes, 
« and cry Peace unto them, when God and 
* their own Conſciences tell them that they are 
* utter ſtrangers from it; and neither do, nor 
i are ever likely to know the Ways of Peace. 
„ Laſtly, When theſe Meſſengers of God ſhall 
& be the moſt ready to tell you that theſe 
« Poſſeſſions and Tythes, which have been 
«© vreſted our of God's Hand, are none of 
« God's due, that they are none of the Church's 


“ Patrimony, that their Right is nothing but 


« your voluntary Alms, and charitable Benevo- 


ec lence, and that they ſhall think themſelves 


« {ufficiently and liberally dealt withal, if you 
« ſhall account them worthy to be the Com- 
« panions of the Baſeſt and Meaneſt of your 
c Servants. I could almoſt be filent in this 
C Caſe, did not your Enemies in Gath know of 
« it, and if it were not publiſhed in the Streets 
« of Aſbkelon. Inſomuch that you have given 
©« Cauſe to the Enemies of God to Blaf- 


« on. 1 

Thus honeſtly and plainly did this great Man 
repreſent the fatal Conſequences to Religion 
from a Poor and Abject Clergy. 

The other whom I wonld mention is the ce- 
lebrated Author of the Hiſtory of our Reforma- 
tion; and what he alledges, having had the 
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Honour of the Approbation of the Publick, it 
has the greater Weight, and may therefore be 
allowed to be the more Authentick, The 
Light of Nature (ſays he)-* teaches us, that 
« thoſe whoare dedicated to the Service of God, 
« and for inſtructing the People, are to be ſo 


4. well provided for, as to be deliver'd: from the 


« Diſtractions of Secular Cares, and ſecur'd 


“ from the Contempt which follows Poverty, and 


he furniſh'd with ſuch Me ns as may both ena- 


E ble them to know that well wherein they are to 


4 inſtru& others, and to gain ſuch an Intereſt in 
te the Aﬀections of thoſe, among whom they la- 
£ bour, as modeſt Hoſpitality, and liberal Alms- 
gig may procure... om „ 
And again, The want of a better Mainte- 
< tenance hath occaſion d much Ignorance and 
e Scandal among the Clergy. I ſhall not enter 
* into the Debate about the Divine Right of 


„ 'Fythes; this I am ſure of, a decent Mainte- 


% nance of the Clergy is of natural Right, 


< and that it is not better look'd to, is a pub- 


* lick Reproach to the whole Nation, when in 
& all other Religions and Nations thoſe that 


“ ferve at the Altar live by it. ——And again, 


* The Neglect of this Care is as high a Con- 


< tempt of Religion and the Goſpel, as any can 
'*© be, and is one of thoſe things for which this 


c Nation has much to anſwer to God, that 


te now in one hundred and twenty Years time , 
* ſo little has been done by publick Authority, 


—_—_ * —_— 
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* Preface to the Second Vol. of Biſhop Burner Hiſtory of 
J 4 5 55 | 


for 


„ 
« for the Redreſs of ſuch a crying Oppteſtion. 
46 Some private Perſons have done great 
ee things this way, but the Publick has yet 
e done nothing ſuitable to the Occafion. 
Tis true, ſince the making of this Complaint, 
a great deal more is done than was before ; bur 
yet how unequal that is to the Occaſion, tho in 
it ſelf great and generous, has, I think, in ſome 
meaſure appear'd in the foregoing Diſcourſe ; _ 
bur beſides theſe Remonſtrances, whereby the 
Publick has been ſo often put in mind of the 
Hardſhips of the Clergy, other good Patriots 
have choſe to ſhew their Compaſſion for -them 
in another manner, and to make amends, as far 
as they were able, for the Omiſſions of the Pub- 
lick, by contributing themſelves ſo largely to 
the Endowment 'of many Churches. Of this 
number were the Noble Lords Hicks, Digby, 
Scudamore, and Nottingham: Of this Number 
alſo were the Right Reverend Biſhops, Morton, 
Barrow, Warner, Reynolds, Sanderſon, Mor= 
ley, &c. And many Worthy Commoners, both 
of the Laity and Clergy ; ſuch as Sir Ralph Hare, 
Sir Roger Townſend, Sir William Dodington, Do- 
ctors, Clark, South, Busby, and many more, 
mentioned by the Honourable Sir H. Spelman, 
and Dr. Kennet; and to theſe many others might 
be added, ſuch as the late Right Reverend, and 
molt Learned (a) Doctor Lloyd, Lord Biſhop of 
Morceſter he Right Honourable, and Right Re- 
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4) He augmented ſeveral Vicarages in the Dioceſes of 
Leitchfield and Worceſter, as particularly in the latter the 
Vicarages of Lench, Eveſbam, Blockley, Elmly, &c. 


yerend 


verend the (4) Lord Biſhop of Durham that now 
is, (c) Sir John Phillips, (d) Sir Edward Nichols, 
(e) R. Hopton, Eſq; who out of their abundant 
Piety and Goodneſs have been extraordinary 
Benefactors to the Church, either by totally re- 
ſtoring Impropriations, or by making very 
conſiderable Augmentations to poor Vicara- 
ges. | | 
f So that upon the whole, it appears to have 
been the Senſe of our moſt Gracious Kings and 
acens; of many Wiſe and Illuſtrious Patriots, 
both of Lords and Commons in Parliament, of 
our moſt Learned Judges and Lawyers, and of 
our moſt Learned and Pious Divines; in, a 
word, of the wiſeſt of Perſons of all Denomina- 
tions, both in Church and State, that the Caſe 
of the Indigent Clergy of this Realm is an Af- 
fair highly worthy of the publick Care, and that 
the continuance of the Impropriations, without 
making ſome Equivalent to the Deſolate Chur 
ches they belong d to, is a laſting Blemiſh to the 
Reformation. And therefore, that the Glory of 
God, the Honour of the Reformation, the 
Reputation of the State, the Subſiſtence and Pre- 
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5) He has (as I am inform'd by a good Hand) provided 
for the Augmentation of ſeveral Vicarages in the Biſhoprick 
of Dur bam. ? | 
(e) He has reftor'd both for the Augmentation of Vica- 
rages, and other Charities, two Impropriations in the County 
of Pembroke. | ED 
(d) He has augmented ſeveral Vicarages in the County of 
Nortbampton. | 
(e) le has entirely reftor'd to the Church the Impropriation 
of Biſp· Frome in the County of &ereford, which is a very conſi- 
derahle one. Free” „ „ 


ſervation 
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fervation of the Church, the Deſires of all good 
Patriots, and the Neceſſities of many Poor Cler- 
gy-men's Families, do all conſpire to ſollicit 
the Goodneſs of the Legiſlature further to con- 
ſides,” and re relreve* theme” 2D te pitr =, 
1 1 we hope, not unſeaſonable to 
think of it: Upon the happy Views of ap- 
proaching Peace, and under the Auſpicious Go- 
vernment of ſo Great and Wiſe a King, who 
cannot aim at greater Glory than being a Nur- 
ling Father, to perfe& what is wanting for the 
better and more happy Eſtabliſhment of the 
Church of God among us. A Church ſo Primi- 
tive and Valuable for the Purity of her Do- 
ctrine, ſo agreeable to the Genius of the Nati- 
on for the Excellency of her Principles, and fo 
Subſervient to good Government, by being ſo 
conducive to the Peace and Welfare of the Peo= 
ple. A Church therefore for which many Par- 
liaments have the Honour of having already 
done many great things. They have Honoura- 
bly ſtood by her in her great Extremities ; they 
have often reſeu'd her from the Jaws of Popery, 
they have wiſely guarded her with wholſome 
a good Laws, which, if well executed, might 
have been a greater Check to the bold Attacks 
of Free- thinkers, and Libertines, and the Craf- 
ty Artifices of Sectaries and Enthuſtaſts againſt 
her. And may God inſpire them with Wiſdom 
and Reſolution, to ſee and to do for her what is 
ſtill wanting, to be watchful over her for Good, 
againſt the open Violence, and the ſecret Malice 
of all her Enemies, and to accompliſh what is 
farther wanting for her juſt Eſtabliſhment. 


They 


Cur) | 


They can't but know the Deſolations ſhe is 
fallen into in, many places, how many Pariſhes 
are deſtitute of Churches? How many Churches 
are deſtiture of Paſtors? And how difficulcly 
by Briefs, and other Charities ſo many Churches 
yet ſtanding are preſery'd from Ruins? And 
how as difficultly the Miniſters that ſupply 
them are maintain'd by Arbitrary and Charity 
Collections? In a word, in how many ways 
the Service of God is diſcourag'd? How that 
many worthy Perſons are diſcourag'd from en- 
tring into Orders? How that many good 
Men in Orders are diſabled from the doing of 
their Duty, by being depriy'd of Helps conveni- 
ent to do Religion Juſtice, in defending Truth, 
and convincing of Gainſayers. And therefore 
they muſt alſo know the indigent condition of 
their Neighbouring Vicars and Curates, thoſe of 
them eſpecially that have Families, how com- 
monly they and others find themſelves o- 
blig d to contribute to their Relief, and how 
Religion ſuffers by all this, in the Opinion of 
thoſe who meaſure their Eſteem for it from the 
Meanneſs of its Miniſters.,, And is it for the 
Honour of a rich and flouriſhing People, zea- 
lous of Religion, and who have receiv'd ſo many 
Bleſſings from the Hand of God, to ſuffer his Ser- 
vice to fall into Contempt, and his Miniſters 
into theſe Extremities? 3 5 
No, we hope God hath in reſerve better 
things for us, that he will yer raiſe up Patriots 
who will lay theſe things to Heart, and labour 
earneſtly for the Redreſs of them; Men ot rhe 
fame Religious Sentiments with thoſe their il- 
juſtrious Predeceſſors, who thought it “ a Re- 
« proach for ſo flouriſhing a Kingdom to have 
* ſo beggarly a Clergy. That they ought 
: TT «© leaſt 


2) - | 
& leaſt to want, who know beſt how to abound; 
« and that ſhining and burning Lights do well 
e (deſerve to be ſet in good Candleſticks.” Such 

Patriots, and Advocates for the Clergy we have 
had, and ſuch in greater plenty (we truſt God) 
we ſſtill ſhall have, and for whom we ſhall have 
cauſe to pray unto the God of Heaven, that he 
may remember them concerning this, and not wipe 
out their good Deeds, which they ſhall do for the 
| Houſe of God, and the Officers thereof. 
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Of the Livincs in ED Dioceſe of 
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Diſtinguiſhing thoſe not exceeding 5 © l. per 
Ann. by their Valuation, as returned to 
the Firſt Fruits (He, according to an 
Att of Parliament in Queen Anne Reign. 
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Eccleſia Cathedral. 


Above 50 l. per Ann. 


n Piſcopatus Meneven' 
Archidiaconat' Menev' 

Eccleſiæ 1 ad Suſtentatio-} 
nem Dom' Servitii in Eccleſia Ca- 
thedral 3 

Eccleſiæ appropriat- ad 2 
Reſidew in Eccleſia Meneven 
Precentor' in Eccleſia prædict 


Theſaurarii Offcium ; 
I Llanrian 


"2 
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Llanrian 7. | 
Methir P. 

Sancti Nicolai P. 


PEMBROC' D. Deugledheu. 
Livings above 50. per Ann. 
Llanyhadden © 4 


Nopa Mea K. . 
Rudbacfton K. 5 


Livings not exceeding qol. per Ann. 


bbeſton . LEY | o OO oo 
Olarbeſton C. ls OF 15 OO 
Liyſvrane K. | 20 ©0. 00 
Llanyhadden “. 30 08 00 
Maenclochog V. 1 25 O OO 
Prendegraſt K. = 28 O0 00 
Spittle C. O5 10 oo 
on & O5 IO Oo 
Walton Eaſt C. | 10 00 00 
Wiſton C. Impropriat. 09 00.00 

D. Emlyn. 


Livings above 5ol. per Ann. 


Clyddey P. 
Killredin R. 
Llangeler ſine Cure. 
Man-ar-divy X. 

fv ade R. 


Livings not exceeding 5 ol. per Ann. 


Clyddey . n 25 oo 09 
4 conn; R. 38 oo oo 
| Rennarth 


* rz 5 


Llantwood & Monington 


D. Pebidioke. 


Livings above 5ol. per Ann: 


Merthir V. 
; 55 11 


— ee 

Kerst 6 ” 15 00 00 
iN: ON & bebe, R., e SO 
Llangeler “. e 09 00 
Penridd R. 18 00 00 
D. kemmes 7115 

e not exceeding 50 L per Ann. | 

Alba R. aP White-Church. 30 00 06 
Bayvill V. cum Moylgrove. 2 Churches 06 10 00 
BreedelFR...-. 32 00 009 
Caftelh'y Byrch R. 23 00 O0 
Dynas R. 42 00 09 
Eglwys wrw V. 16 00 00 
Little Newcaſtle Impr. . 05 00 00 
Llanvyrnach R. 44 O 09 
Llantwood. OF 08 08 
Llauchaith R. 13 00 00 
Llanvair-Llwydoc E. al Llanycloythog 32 O0 00 
Llanvair Nant Gwyn C. Improp. 03 00 DO 
Maenclochog C. O5 CO 00 
Monington C. 03 OO 08 
| Mota Henrici R. 22 08 O4 
Meleneu R. 34 00 00 
Morvill R. 08 10 08 
Newport R. 44 20 0 
Nevern . 30 08 880. 
Poyngeſton R. 22 00,00 
Paintwayne K. OT LN 
Thomæ Sancti Dogmellis Y, cum 15 00 00 
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 Livings not exceeding 5ol. per Ann, 


'PrmBROC? 
Brody V. annex'd with Hays Caſtle 26 O0 ©0 
St. Dogmells V. 5 15 ©0 00 
St Edren's C. | | o4 OO oO 
Fiſcard J. 16 ©0 ©0 
Forde, a Chapel of Eaſe to Hay's Caſtle 02 00 00 
Grandſtone Sti. Nicholai R. 24 oO Oo 
urdaſton R. C 
lanſtinan E. 04 oO oo 


Letterſtone R. cum Capella Llanvair 40 00 00 
| Llandelow . cum Llandely, alias} __ oc 5 
Llandewy, alias Llandowell * ee 
Llanrian . - 7 29 00:00 
Lawrentii Sancti R. 18 oo oo 
Llanunda “. 14 00 00 
Maner Nawen = ©4 oO 00 
Sancti Elves R. ' 07 oo 00 


_ Whitechurch Y. | 20 oo oo 


D. Pembroc. alias Narbeth, 


Livings above 50 *. per Ann. | 


Nangle ſine Cure 


Florentii Sancti Impr. 
Hogeſton R. 

Jeffreſton /. | 
Narberth F. cum Capellis. 
Pwlicrochon R. 

Roſcrother R. 


dt kpoole Huſher R. 


*ta kpool Elider ſine Cure. 


_ Tenby fine Cure. 


Wemor . alias Llimoce. 


Li ing | 


(m7) 


. not exceeding 50 l. per Ann. 


Michaelis Sti. J. cum Nicholis Sti. & 


. | PrmrroC 

Angulo . ; * > DYED 26 OO oo 
V og OO OO 
Begeley R. | 47 OO oo 
Coceſton R. " 32 66 6s 
Gnu 14 oo oo 
Cronver R 3), 00 oo 
Caſtlemartin J. 20 00 00 
Florentii Sancti “. 20 O on 
Gumfreſton R. | 3808 80 80 
Hogeſton . | 29 O0 Oo 
Jarbeſton R. 33 00 00 
338 C. Improp. I, 07 oo oo 
maelis Sancti R. 12 Oo oO 
Lamfey V. 05 O00 o 
Loveſton R. „ 12 o O00 
Ludchurch R. . „ 30 oo oO 
Lawrenny K. 45 oo oo 


Mouncton Ch. which is down, andp 40 oo o 

the Quakers Bury ing Place | 
Manerbier J. 14 OO 00 
Mart letwy R. 16 O0 00 
Naſh and Upton R. 30 O00 Oo 
Petroci Sancti R. 32 OO OO 
Penall J. 22 10 oo 
Reynaldſtone C. o2 oO oo 
Ridpert C. O2 ©5 o 
Stacpool Elider . 12 Oo oo 
Sancti Twinnells J. 24 CO oo 
Trenebia J. ; 13 06 08 
Warren VJ. 10 oo 00 
I 3 D. Rouſe. 
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Cn ο ,. 


(18) 


eus 


zurton E. 

aſtellwalwyn R. 
Herbarſton R. | 
Hubberſton R. 
een K. 


Livings not exceeding 5ol. per Ano, - 


Bridis Sandte R. 


Dale C. 

Freſtrop R. 

Haſcard R. | 

Johnſon R. ©. if not = 
Staineton V. 34 united? 2 
Iſraelis Sancti V. 

Llangum R. 

Llanſadwell V. 

Marlos J. 

St, Martin's in Haverford weg 
Nelton * 

Roſmarket V/ 

r 

Sti. Mary” s Harford Weſt. 
Talbenny K. 

Trefgarne R. 


| Walton R. 


D. Rouſe. 


Loon, Gove 50 l. per . SpA 


D. Subayron. 


+ 5, 
E. 


e 


111671 


35 00 00 


6 -00.,00 
20 90 00 


36 00 50 


24 00 00 
48 00,00 
30 09.00 


Ke 45 0 
30 00 ©O 
06 o 09 


28 O0 09 
15 ;00. 02 


17 00 0⁰ 


19 10 90 


35 00:00 - 
14 00.00 
1 00 9? 


Livings above 50 l. per Ann. 


Blaynporth P. 
Dichwood P. alias Henyde. 


. 


Itrad a 


| wy 

CARDIGAN? F | Eng rnd 
Heradd P. * | 
Llangoedmore T 
Llandiffil ſine Cure . 
Llandevryog Impr. ' 1 | 
Llandigny Impr. al Limes, | 
 Llanychayror P. ; 


| Laws P. 

Llangyby P. 

L & Llayne F. 

Penbrin Y. 

Livings not exceeding 50 l. ber Kun, 

Aberporth R. 5 24 00 oO 

Blaenporth C. Impro. 08 00 00 

Bettws Bledrws K. 2 18 6 0q 

Bangor & Henllan, 2 Churches 20 oO 00 

Cardigan Y. ro 20 00 

Cunnon Cap. (annexed to Lan ils 2 Go- _ | 
- - Zoffe, nothing certain 5 7 | | 
Dihewid C. Impropi- 04 00 oo | 
Gogoffe V, | 27 OO 09 f 
Iſtrod J. 18 00 00 | 
Kellam K. 19 ©0 00 ; 
Llandugwy C. (under the prebend there)o⸗ oo 00 h 
Llangyby C. Improp: O2 OO OO | i 
Llanychayron C. Improp. „ 00: 00: £t© j 
Llanvair Cludogie C. Improp. | ©4 O0 8 
Llanlhwch-Hayarne K. 48 00 00 
_ Llanvayr or Llwyn R. 13 00 00 

Llangillo R. e ä 

Llanwnnen F. 14 00 ©0 
| Llan-beder F. | 42 00 00 

Llanwenog V. 24 OG oO 
Llande-vryog F. 13 00 0 

Llandiſſyll J. 5 26 10 oo 

Mount C. Improp. OF OO O 

Tremain C. Improp. 10 00 00 


14 Treſ⸗ 


b os . | 


CARDIGAN“ pe fas 
Trefdayr K. ee 


Verwick V. 22 00.00 
| D. Ultra Ayron. 8 


Livings above 5ol. per Ann. | 


Aberarth Impr, 

Caron P, 

Caroge P. 

Llanbadarn Impr. 
 Nantguntlo P. 

Trefeglwys P. 

Livings not exceeding 501. per Ann. 
Aberarth C. 06 oo oo 
Caron TJ. | 32 ©5 oo 
Eglwſvach Cap. O5 ©O oo 
Gwinnys C. Imp.  ©x5 oo oo 
Kilceunyn C. annexed to the V. of 70 e 

Treteglws 3.1 | 
Kilie Airon R. 20 oo oo 
Llanavan C. Imp. 03 06 08 


Llandewy Brevy C. (being a diſſolved | 
Bo fe rar Church) excluſive of theg 06 00 00 
Cap. Llanbardarn Odyne f 
Llanbardarn Odyne (being a diſſolved / 
P. under the ſaid Collegiate Church, o5 00 
and ſerved with Llandewy | 
Theſe 4 are Chap. under ( Blanepenhalt ©0 13 
the Collegiate Church /Bettus C. 00 13 
or Cap. of Llandewy )Garchely C. oo 13 


Brevy Gwnvill C. ©O 13 CO. 
Llanganfelling C. O6 13 
Llanbadderne Vaur VJ. 27 OO c 
Llandinol alias Carrog. C. Im. 03 00 
Llanriſted V. 30 oo 


5 (121) 
CARDIGAN“ 1 
Llanychairon C. 
Llanvihangell & Caftlewater 7. 
Llanygrwydhon Cc 
Llangitho R. 

Llanſaintfred J. 

Llanyter J. 

Llanvihangell Gelindred . 
Lledrod C. 

Nantguntlo “. 

Ros kye R. 

Spitty and Yſtread C. 

Spitty Cenfin Chap. 

Strata florida Cap. 

Treffeglos J. 

Trevilan R. 


BRECON. 


D. Buelte. 


3 
Us 


- gl 


O06 13 
20 00 
27 00 
29 I5 
28 00 
©4. 0 
13 00 


13 ©0 


O3 IO 


- 00 @0- 
58 OO 


25 00 
19 09 


Livings above 50 l. per Ann. 


Tlangamarch R. 
Llanurtbull P. 
Llanavon Voir R. 


= Livings not exceeding col. per Ann. 


Llangunten C. 

Llanynis R. 

Llangunnog C. 
Llangamarch V. 
Lanvair in Built C. and 
Llandhewyr Cum C. 1 
Llanwrthwl V. 

Maeſminis R. 


OF oo 
25 O 
O2 12 


30 ©0 


9993830888808 


4 


8 


10 oo be / ; 


20 oo 
40 ©O 


OO 


00 


D. Primæ 


(222). 


E 


Raxco D. Primæ Partis Rrecon. A1 1 
57 Yea 
© .. . Livings about gol. per Ann. : 
ener Brecon 1 f 
Cantreffe R. N 4 
Devunngck V. A brats) le 1 7 
r 
Llanvoygan R. 3 
Llandeyaylog R. | „„ 
Llandette . > : : 5 
Llanſanfraid R. „ 
Llanhauloughe R. „ 
Llanyyrnach K. VF , 
Llywel J. | | 2 
Penderen R. 7 
Mayer K. >. 8 | 4 
Livings not, exceeding 50 l. per Ann. 
Aber-yſhar . 40 00 00 
Battle C. Impr. 05 ©O5 Oo 
Brecon J. Ao 38::06-0D. 
Garthbrengy . IO OO OO 
Llanpethid J wo tos ra +100 00. 
Llaniwerne C. O5 ©O OO 
Llanvayes J. 25 O0 o 
Llannant Brane & Llandilorvane C. Im. o 00 00 
Llandewaley & * .. 5:40 00 ob 
Llanthew C. 006 00 O0 
Merthir P. 5 10 OO OO 
Talachdy R. 27 h 
Trallwng C. | 10 00 ob 


D. Se- 


5 (123) 


Ba Eco 9. Secunde Partis 1 1 


o ot Livings above 501. per Ann, n 
Cryg Howel Impr. 2 71 
Cryg Howel Portio 273 
Llangattock R. „ 5 3 
Llanvihangel R. e a TE . | : 
Llangeneder & pgleveſey 3 R. A 191.4 
Llanvillo R. I 20 
Llangorſe . roll 
Llanvihangel V. EE” 
 Livings not exceeding col. per Ann. 80 
Brunles “. 30 00 00 
Cryg Howel Y. . 20 00 00 
Rettheddin R. 40 O0 00 
Llanelwy R. al Llamell „ 
Lliſwen R. __ 5 nn 
Llangaſtey X. ee LG. 
Tallin R. 40 O0 00 
D. Tertiæ Partis Brecon. 
Livings above 50 l. per Ann. 
Cwmdy Y. 1 
J 8 3 = 
Llanibedder =” = | NT 4s” 
l Livings not exceeding gol. per Ann. jo 
Haia . 17 09.08, 
Llanigen N. 5 1 
RA NOR. D. Elvells. 


Livings above 50l. per” Ann. 
Aberedowe R. 
Brungwin K. 
Clyrae P. 
Diſerth R. 
Gladeſtry R. 
Llan Saint {16d P. 16 
— Li gings 


(1249 


Ravpnor. 
Livings not AW. 0 1 per Ann. 
| Bochrwd J. an 24:32 DO o 
Clyrowe F. . <4; 1140; 00:0 
Cregryna R. 012, 1.35 09:00 
Glaſcwm 34 00 oo 
Llanbeder Pains Caſtle C. __ .% 1+. 08; 00-00 
Llanfintfred FP, + © 4/4 40 00:00 
L landilorgraban C. 08 oo oo 
» Llowes “. . 28 00 00 
+ Llanſtephan C. 99 09.00 
Nenchurch R. f 101 25 oo oo 


Nantmellan Y. 15 oo oo 


D. Mellenethe. _ . 
Livings above 501. per OT 
Blethvauch R. 7 
Harmonis Sti. Prabenda 


„ 


Keventhles R. 
Kerry V. | 

Tlambiſter P. 
Llantgunt lo P. 
Llandegle P. 
Nantmell “. | 985 

Livings not exceeding 50 l. per An. 3 

Begnildy 7. — 0 ©0 
Caſcomb R. 1 25 00.0 
— oaths 25 O < 
Hiope R. 25 00 
Harmonis Sancti 7, „ 
Llambiſter “. 78 38 00 0 
Llanarmo C. 15 10 oo 
Llanbardarn Vynith 0. 10 oo 
Llandewy Iſtredenny C. 5 14 00 
Llanvehangle vid. Ithen C. 8 14 OO 
Llan-y-drindod C. 806 00 
Llanguntlo “. 28 O 


Llandegle / 1 * 


(125) 


RADNOR. 


Llanbadern R. | 7 | 45.00.00 a 
Moughtrey cr. 08 00 00 


Whitton Kx. ; [97 28) 77 24616 


CaxMAR THEN. D. Carmarthen. 

1 Livings above 50 l. 175 Ann. 
| Archidiac Carmarthen. 

Eglwyſcymmin R. 

Llandhewi volfrey ſine Cure. 4 18 {e) 
Llandaw & Pendine 2 Churches waleaded. (4#4 
Llanſadurnen R. f | 

Llangharne J. unit' F_ 


Llanbedderne Velfry R. 
Llanſilio P. 
Llanſtephan V. 
Llangan P. 
Llang harne P. 
Llanboydy P. 
Treflech ; ol 

Livings not exceeding 50 . per Ann. 
Abernant . 14 00 00 
Carmarthen V.j — 21 19 06 - 
Cleere Sancti K 20 00 00 
Cynwil Elv 5 03 00 00 
ls ono Fa ; 03 00 oO 

Iwsfair C. annexed to R. of H _ | 

ef 1 e 
Henllangoyde R. 31 00 o 
Kiffig C. 1 14 12 00 
Killmannilloyd R. 35 00 00 
Llandillo Abercowin C. . 16 08 oo 
Llandowrw X. | 38 00 O0 
Llangaing C. Improp. 04. 00 00 
Llangining C. annexed t to St. Clere 03 00 00 
Llanvallteg R. 25 00 09 
Llanglidwen R. 1 15 o 00 
Llandeſſillio . | 17 00 00 


Llan- 


' 9 
| 
j 
; * 
| : 
- 
. ww. 
4 
i 
# 
{1 . 
. 
. 
i 
a 
L 
© * 
3 
— $$ 
ö 
N 5 
1 
5 
2 
E 
* 
* 
** 


R 
CARMARTHEN. A 012 1 
Llanlooch C. owed with 10l. x 9"; 55 10% 


more after the Death of Mr. James 4 vol 

Jones 
Llanſtephan V. or c. vibriert 10 O0 00 
Llangan “). | 18 05 00 
Llanwinnio C. i. 2d 6000 
Llandewiwillfrei ſecunda Portio alias 2 38 00 0 

0 Marros C. - 11 00 00 
Merthir — 1 — 47 00 00 
Mydrim V. // 3 
New Curch'C C. 80 00 00 
Trefleghe V. | Lv 16 00 00 
D. Gowre. 
Livings above 50 l. per Ann. 
Biſhopſton K. 
Cheriton R. 
Ilfton R. 
Eccleſia ſive capella de Lunddoroplock Tref- 
- grayn. 
Liwcher R. 
Guardianatus de Swaynſey five P. 
Llanvaydock R. 
Llangevellag Y. 
Pertheynon R. 
Roſſi lle R. : 

—— Livings not exceeding 501. per Ann, 
St. John's Chap: 05 00 O 
Llanrideane J. + - \ > to 00 00 

_ Llangenned F. } 15 oo oO 
Llangowyck ts | A SEY) il | 10 00 00 
Llendhewy y. S BRTTAN I o8 oo 00 
Llanſamlet C. N | 12 oO oO 
Nicholaſton R. NICY M. 29 00 oo 
_ Cxwich R. 5 es 
Oy ſtermouth C. 10 00 00 


. Pemmaine 


4 
0 
9 
0 
oO 
0 
o 
0 
50 


1* 


* 
PET | { 


CEE "I 


CARMARTHEN. ; 3 
Pen-maine R. inen eee 
Pennarthe “/. r 
Peurice C. ; PFF 00 09 
anne 7 i 
Swanſey V. | 2306 00 0 
Talbout / „ 41 00 00 
ny” | D. Kidwelley. _ N 
Livings above 50.1. per Ann. 

Llanedy K. 
Llandevaylog Impr. | 

Livings not exceeding gol. per Ann. 
Kidwelly ©. 40 00 00 
Llanon C. Imp. . 
Llanelly J. 27 O6 08 
Llangennich “/. 0 Of 
Llangwnnwr JV. 1 30 00 O0 
Llangendeirne C. e 
Penbrey V. Llanderry Chapp 10 15 00 


Sancti Iſmael V. and nn . 00 00 


D. Llanddilo Vaur. _ 
Livings above 50 l. per. Ann. 


Llanvenneth P. 
Llandilo Vaur “. 


 LlanarthneP. 


Llandarock P. 
Kilcombe . 


Kynwilgayo V. to which 1 is annex "4. 
Llangaddock “. 


Llandingat /. to whith Llanvayrary Bryn 2 
Llanegwad . 


Livings not exceeding 50 . per Ann. 


Abergwily VJ. | 48 00 00 
Bettws C. Improp. on 05 00 00 
Brechva C. | 08 05 00. 
H Trinity or Tilliais C. 10 00 ye 
Kil- 


14 


* 126 "yy 
. c = 
Llanvihangel Kilvorgan „ N . * 
Kyl-y-cwm C. 8 10 oo 
Llandeddoy ſaint C. o3 00 
Llanſadwrn V. to which Linens C. 5 
is annext. ah. 45 
Llandharog “. 9 o8 to 
Llang neg * „ 40 oo 
„ — F 46 OO 


Llanvihangel Aberbithich C. = % 10 
Llan Llawdhog (Cap. annexed to V. of 5 
Abergwilly) * 
Llanypimfaint Cap. annexed to Vic. of | 
Abergwilly 1 8 
Llan-y-bidhar J. - OO 
Llandebea “. | | = 564 OO 
Llanarthne 7. LE 
Llanthenny al' Llanlonie 2 23 00 
Llanvyhangel Orarth J. 26 O0 
Mothvy V. 30 00 
Pencarreg V. 00 
Tally C. Imp. . o8 oo 

D. Hay. 

Capel-y-Feen C. (nothing certain) 5 
Cy myoy C. 11 oo 

Dulagce C. | 04 OO | 
Evias Harold C. 20 Oo 
Gwenthwr C. Imp. -. =. 08 00 
Llancilloe C. 03 00 
Michael Church Eskley C. O7 oo 
St. Margaret's C. OS OO 
Old Caſtle C. 83 10 
Rowlſton C. 5 O4. oO 
Walſterſtone C. 03 00 


N. B. There may be added many more Cures in this Dio- 


O0 
O0 
08 
OO 


ceſe, where the Churches are ruin'd, for that no Proviſion 
was made fer the Service of them, as may TN bercafter 


"be 4 wad ſh:wn. 
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